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Foreword

With the publication of this book, God’s Amazing Grace, we
now have ten Ellen G. White devotional volumes. The fact that a
worldwide church would publish ten such volumes from one author
1s significant. No other writer has been so honored. While all of the
morning watch volumes have been deeply spiritual, reflecting the
dedication of the numerous authors and their literary skills, none
could write with the deep insights of this one unique writer. And
what is the explanation? It certainly would be a mistake to give
credit to Ellen White, the person. Doubtless, if she were alive, she
would make this humble explanation:

“Sister White is not the originator of these books. They contain
the instruction that during her lifework God has been giving her.
They contain the precious, comforting light that God has graciously
given his servant to be given to the world. From their pages this
light is to shine into the hearts of men and women, leading them to
the Saviour.”—The Review and Herald, January 20, 1903.

And perhaps thousands who read the inspired messages of this
volume will be led into a more intimate experience with Jesus Christ.
Thus they will partake of his amazing grace which Ellen White
described as “An attribute of God shown to undeserving human
beings. We did not seek after it,” She explained, “But it was sent in
search of us.”

The statements on this subject of grace permeate the many
printed spirit of prophecy volumes. These rich sources have yielded
the prime selections. The periodicals such as the Review and Herald,
Signs of the Times, and The Youth’s Instructor, also provide helpful
facets for study.

When only part of a reference is used, the omissions in this book
are recognized in the usual way. In many cases the reading for the
day consists of a number of choice quotations grouped together as
a composite statement. At the close of the volume the individual
source credits will be found, and also a scripture index.
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Xiv God’s Amazing Grace

God’s Amazing Grace was compiled under the direction of the
Ellen G. White Trustees, who carry the responsibility for publishing
these products of Mrs. White’s pen. It should be recalled that
compilations from this writer are made by the Trustees in harmony
with the provisions of her will, which call for such selections to be
gathered together and printed in books as the need might arise.

It is our hope that these brief day-by-day counsels and thoughts
will encourage the reader to draw more heavily upon the infinite
resources of God’s grace, and reach that perfection required for
translation to heaven. This is the urgent preparation needed by all
Adventists today, and it is our prayer that this book will contribute
to a revival experience and true reformation in the church.

The Trustees of theEllen G. White Estate

Washington, D.C.
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Good News of the Kingdom, January 1

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom. Matthew 4:23.

“He opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the
poor in spirit: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:2,
3). As something strange and new, these words fall upon the ears
of the wondering multitude. Such teaching is contrary to all they
have ever heard from priest or rabbi. They see in it nothing to flatter
their pride or to feed their ambitious hopes. But there is about this
new Teacher a power that holds them spellbound. The sweetness of
divine love flows from His very presence as the fragrance from a
flower....

In the throng that surrounded Jesus there were some who had
a sense of their spiritual poverty.... There were souls who, in the
presence of His purity, felt that they were “wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17); and they longed
for “the grace of God that bringeth salvation™ (Titus 2:11)....

Of the poor in spirit Jesus says, “Their’s 1s the kingdom of
heaven.” This kingdom is not, as Christ’s hearers had hoped, a
temporal and earthly dominion. Christ was opening to them the
spiritual kingdom of His love, His grace, His righteousness. ...
His subjects are the poor in spirit, the meek, the persecuted for
righteousness’ sake. The kingdom of heaven is theirs. Though not
yet fully accomplished, the work is begun in them which will make
them “meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light”
(Colossians 1:12).

All who have a sense of their deep soul poverty, who feel that
they have nothing good in themselves, may find righteousness and
strength by looking unto Jesus.... He bids you exchange your poverty
for the riches of His grace. We are not worthy of God’s love, but
Christ, our surety, is worthy, and is abundantly able to save all
who shall come unto Him. Whatever may have been your past
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experience, however discouraging your present circumstances, if you
will come to Jesus just as you are, weak, helpless, and despairing,
our compassionate Saviour will meet you a great way off, and will
throw about you His arms of love and His robe of righteousness.



[10]

For Sinners Only, January 2

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men. Titus 2:11.

By disobeying the commands of God, man fell under the con-
demnation of His law. This fall called for the grace of God to appear
in behalf of sinners. We should never have learned the meaning of
this word “grace” had we not fallen. God loves the sinless angels,
who do His service, and are obedient to all His commands; but He
does not give them grace. These heavenly beings know naught of
grace; they have never needed it; for they have never sinned. Grace
is an attribute of God shown to undeserving human beings. We did
not seek after it, but it was sent in search of us. God rejoices to
bestow this grace upon every one who hungers for it. To every one
He presents terms of mercy, not because we are worthy, but because
we are so utterly unworthy. Our need is the qualification which gives
us the assurance that we shall receive this gift.

But God does not use His grace to make His law of none effect,
or to take the place of His law.... God’s grace and the law of His
kingdom are in perfect harmony; they walk hand in hand. His grace
makes it possible for us to draw nigh to Him by faith. By receiving
it, and letting it work in our lives, we testify to the validity of the law;
we exalt the law and make it honorable by carrying out its living
principles through the power of the grace of Christ; and by rendering
pure, whole-hearted obedience to God’s law, we witness before the
universe of heaven, and before an apostate world that is making void
the law of God, to the power of redemption.

Not because we first loved Him, does God love us; but “while we
were yet sinners” (Romans 5:8) Christ died for us, making full and
abundant provision for our redemption. Although by our disobedi-
ence we have merited God’s displeasure and condemnation, He has
not forsaken us; He has not left us to grapple with the power of the
enemy in our own finite strength. Heavenly angels fight our battles
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for us; and co-operating with them, we may be victorious over the
powers of evil. Trusting in Christ as our personal Saviour, we may be
“more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Romans 8:37).
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At God’s Appointed Time, January 3

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son,
... to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons. Galatians 4:4, 5.

In heaven’s council the hour for the coming of Christ had been
determined. When the great clock of time pointed to that hour, Jesus
was born in Bethlehem.... Providence had directed the movements
of nations, and the tide of human impulse and influence, until the
world was ripe for the coming of the Deliverer....

The deception of sin had reached its height. All the agencies for
depraving the souls of men had been put in operation. The Son of
God, looking upon the world, beheld suffering and misery. With pity
He saw how men had become victims of satanic cruelty. He looked
with compassion upon those who were being corrupted, murdered,
and lost.... It was demonstrated before the universe that, apart from
God, humanity could not be uplifted. A new element of life and
power must be imparted by Him who made the world.

With intense interest the unfallen worlds had watched to see
Jehovah arise, and sweep away the inhabitants of the earth.... But
instead of destroying the world, God sent His Son to save it.... At
the very crisis, when Satan seemed about to triumph, the Son of
God came with the embassage of divine grace. Through every age,
through every hour, the love of God had been exercised toward the
fallen race. Notwithstanding the perversity of men, the signals of
mercy had been continually exhibited. And when the fullness of the
time had come, the Deity was glorified by pouring upon the world a
flood of healing grace that was never to be obstructed or withdrawn
till the plan of salvation should be fulfilled.

Satan was exulting that he had succeeded in debasing the image
of God in humanity. Then Jesus came to restore in man the image of
his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the character that has
been ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled
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the will. He came to lift us up from the dust, to reshape the marred
character after the pattern of His divine character, and to make it
beautiful with His own glory.



[12]

The Message of the First Advent, January 4

Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. Mark 1:14, 15.

As Jesus traveled through Galilee, teaching and healing, multi-
tudes flocked to Him from the cities and villages. Many came even
from Judea and the adjoining provinces. Often He was obliged to
hide Himself from the people. The enthusiasm ran so high that it was
necessary to take precautions lest the Roman authorities should be
aroused to fear an insurrection. Never before had there been such a
period as this for the world. Heaven was brought down to men. Hun-
gering and thirsting souls that had waited long for the redemption of
Israel now feasted upon the grace of a merciful Saviour....

The gospel message, as given by the Saviour Himself, was based
on the prophecies. The “time” which He declared to be fulfilled was
the period made known by the angel Gabriel to Daniel.... “Know
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the com-
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the
Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks” (Daniel
9:25), sixty-nine weeks, or four hundred and eighty-three years. The
commandment to restore and build Jerusalem, as completed by the
decree of Artaxerxes Longimanus (see Ezra 6:14; 7:1, 9, margin),
went into effect in the autumn of 457 B.C. From this time four
hundred and eighty-three years extend to the autumn of A.D. 27.
According to the prophecy, this period was to reach to the Messiah,
the Anointed One. In A.D. 27, Jesus at His baptism received the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, and soon afterward began His ministry.
Then the message was proclaimed, “The time is fulfilled”....

The time of Christ’s coming, His anointing by the Holy Spirit,
His death, and the giving of the gospel to the Gentiles, were definitely
pointed out.... “The Spirit of Christ which was in them” “testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow”
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(1 Peter 1:11).... As the message of Christ’s first advent announced
the kingdom of His grace, so the message of His second advent
announces the kingdom of His glory.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.Peter.1.11

[13]

A Spiritual Kingdom, January 5

Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world. John 18:36.

The kingdom of God comes not with outward show. The gospel
of the grace of God, with its spirit of self-abnegation, can never
be in harmony with the spirit of the world. The two principles are
antagonistic....

But today in the religious world there are multitudes who, as
they believe, are working for the establishment of the kingdom of
Christ as an earthly and temporal dominion. They desire to make our
Lord the ruler of the kingdoms of this world, the ruler in its courts
and camps, its legislative halls, its palaces and market places. They
expect Him to rule through legal enactments, enforced by human
authority. Since Christ is not now here in person, they themselves
will undertake to act in His stead, to execute the laws of His kingdom.
The establishment of such a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the
days of Christ. They would have received Jesus, had He been willing
to establish a temporal dominion, to enforce what they regarded as
the laws of God, and to make them the expositors of His will and
the agents of His authority. But He said, “My kingdom is not of this
world.” He would not accept the earthly throne....

Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assem-
blies, not by the patronage of worldly great men, is the kingdom of
Christ established, but by the implanting of Christ’s nature in hu-
manity through the work of the Holy Spirit.... Here is the only power
that can work the uplifting of mankind. And the human agency for
the accomplishment of this work is the teaching and practicing of
the Word of God....

Now, as in Christ’s day, the work of God’s kingdom lies not with
those who are clamoring for recognition and support by earthly rulers
and human laws, but with those who are declaring to the people in
His name those spiritual truths that will work in the receivers the
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experience of Paul: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Galatians.2.20

[14]

Unlike Earthly Kingdoms, January 6

And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God?
or with what comparison shall we compare it? Mark 4:30.

Christ found the kingdoms of the world corrupt. After Satan was
expelled from heaven, he erected his standard of rebellion on this
earth, and sought by every means to win men to his standard.... His
purpose was to establish a kingdom which would be governed by
his own laws, and carried on with his own resources, independent
of God; and so well did he succeed, that when Christ came to the
world to establish a kingdom, He looked upon the governments of
men, and said, “Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God?”
Nothing in civil society afforded Him a comparison....

In striking contrast to the wrong and oppression so universally
practised were the mission and work of Christ.... He planned a
government which would use no force; His subjects would know
no oppression.... Not as a fierce tyrant did He come, but as the
Son of man; not to conquer the nations by His iron power, but “to
preach good tidings unto the meek;” “to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound;” “to comfort all that mourn” (Isaiah 61:1,
2). He came as the divine Restorer, bringing to oppressed and
downtrodden humanity the rich and abundant grace of Heaven, that
by the power of His righteousness, man, fallen and degraded though
he was, might be a partaker of divinity....

Christ taught that His church is a spiritual kingdom. He Himself,
“the Prince of peace,’ is the head of His church. In His person
humanity, inhabited by divinity, was represented to the world. The
great end of His mission was to be a sin-offering for the world,
that by the shedding of blood an atonement might be made for the
whole race of men. With a heart ever touched with the feelings of
our infirmities, an ear ever open to the cry of suffering humanity, a
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hand ever ready to save the discouraged and despairing, Jesus, our
Saviour, “went about doing good” (Acts 10:38)....

And all who are members of the kingdom of Christ will represent
Him in character and disposition.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Acts.10.38

[15]

The Ensign of Christ’s Kingdom, January 7

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world. John 1:29.

To Daniel was given a vision of fierce beasts, representing the
powers of the earth. But the ensign of the Messiah’s kingdom is a
lamb. While earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendancy of physical
power, Christ is to banish every carnal weapon, every instrument of
coercion. His kingdom was to be established to uplift and ennoble
fallen humanity.

To Adam, the offering of the first sacrifice was a most painful
ceremony. His hand must be raised to take life, which only God
could give.... As he slew the innocent victim, he trembled at the
thought that his sin must shed the blood of the spotless Lamb of God.
This scene gave him a deeper and more vivid sense of the greatness
of his transgression, which nothing but the death of God’s dear Son
could expiate. And he marveled at the infinite goodness that would
give such a ransom to save the guilty.

The types and shadows of the sacrificial service, with the prophe-
cies, gave the Israelites a veiled, indistinct view of the mercy and
grace to be brought to the world by the revelation of Christ.... Only
through Christ can man keep the moral law. By transgression of this
law man brought sin into the world, and with sin came death. Christ
became the propitiation for man’s sin. He proffered His perfection of
character in the place of man’s sinfulness. He took upon Himself the
curse of disobedience. The sacrifices and offerings pointed forward
to the sacrifice He was to make. The slain lamb typified the Lamb
that was to take away the sin of the world....

The law and the gospel are in perfect harmony. Each upholds the
other. In all its majesty the law confronts the conscience, causing
the sinner to feel his need of Christ as the propitiation for sin. The
gospel recognizes the power and immutability of the law. “I had not
known sin, but by the law” (Romans 7:7), Paul declares. The sense
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of sin, urged home by the law, drives the sinner to the Saviour. In
his need man may present the mighty arguments furnished by the
cross of Calvary. He may claim the righteousness of Christ; for it is
imparted to every repentant sinner.



[16]

God’s Kingdom in the Heart, January 8

Behold, the kingdom of God is within you. Luke 17:21.

The government under which Jesus lived was corrupt and op-
pressive; on every hand were crying abuses—extortion, intolerance,
and grinding cruelty. Yet the Saviour attempted no civil reforms.
He attacked no national abuses, nor condemned the national ene-
mies. He did not interfere with the authority or administration of
those in power. He who was our example kept aloof from earthly
governments. Not because He was indifferent to the woes of men,
but because the remedy did not lie in merely human and external
measures. To be efficient, the cure must reach men individually, and
must regenerate the heart.

Some of the Pharisees had come to Jesus demanding “when
the kingdom of God should come” (Luke 17:20). More than three
years had passed since John the Baptist gave the message that like
a trumpet call had sounded through the land, “The kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). And as yet these Pharisees saw
no indication of the establishment of the kingdom....

Jesus answered, “The kingdom of God cometh not with outward
show [margin]: neither shall they say, Lo here! or lo there! for,
behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” The kingdom of God
begins at the heart. Look not here or there for manifestations of
earthly power to mark its coming.

The works of Christ not only declared Him to be the Messiah,
but showed in what manner His kingdom was to be established.... It
comes through the gentleness of the inspiration of His word, through
the inward working of His Spirit, the fellowship of the soul with
Him who is its life. The greatest manifestation of its power is seen in
human nature brought to the perfection of the character of Christ....

When God gave His Son to our world, He endowed human beings
with imperishable riches—riches compared with which the treasured
wealth of men since the world began is nothingness. Christ came to
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the earth and stood before the children of men with the hoarded love
of eternity, and this is the treasure that, through our connection with
Him, we are to receive, to reveal, and to impart.



[17]

Like Mustard Seed, January 9

The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, ...
which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is
the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.
Matthew 13:31, 32.

The germ in the seed grows by the unfolding of the life-principle
which God has implanted. Its development depends upon no human
power. So it is with the kingdom of Christ. It is a new creation.
Its principles of development are the opposite to those that rule the
kingdoms of this world. Earthly governments prevail by physical
force; they maintain their dominion by war; but the founder of the
new kingdom is the Prince of Peace.... Christ implants a principle.
By implanting truth and righteousness, He counterworks error and
sin....

The kingdom of Christ in its beginning seemed humble and
insignificant. Compared with earthly kingdoms it appeared to be the
least of all. By the rulers of this world Christ’s claim to be a king
was ridiculed. Yet in the mighty truths committed to His followers
the kingdom of the gospel possessed a divine life. And how rapid
was its growth, how widespread its influence! When Christ spoke
this parable, there were only a few Galilean peasants to represent
the new kingdom.... But the mustard seed was to grow and spread
forth its branches throughout the world. When the earthly kingdoms
whose glory then filled the hearts of men should perish, the kingdom
of Christ would remain, a mighty and far-reaching power.

So the work of grace in the heart is small in its beginning. A
word is spoken, a ray of light is shed into the soul, an influence is
exerted that is the beginning of the new life; and who can measure
its results? ...

In this last generation the parable of the mustard seed is to reach
a signal and triumphant fulfillment. The little seed will become a
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tree. The last message of warning and mercy is to go to “every
nation and kindred and tongue” (Revelation 14:6-14), “to take out
of them a people for his name” (Acts 15:14; Revelation 18:1). And
the earth shall be lightened with His glory.
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[18]

Like Yeast, January 10

The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman
took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was
leavened. Matthew 13:33.

In the Saviour’s parable, leaven is used to represent the kingdom
of heaven. It illustrates the quickening, assimilating power of the
grace of God....

The grace of God must be received by the sinner before he can
be fitted for the kingdom of glory. All the culture and education
which the world can give will fail of making a degraded child of sin
a child of heaven. The renewing energy must come from God.... As
the leaven, when mingled with the meal, works from within outward,
so it is by the renewing of the heart that the grace of God works to
transform the life....

The leaven hidden in the flour works invisibly to bring the whole
mass under its leavening process; so the leaven of truth works se-
cretly, silently, steadily, to transform the soul. The natural inclina-
tions are softened and subdued. New thoughts, new feelings, new
motives, are implanted. A new standard of character is set up—the
life of Christ. The mind is changed; the faculties are roused to action
in new lines.... The conscience is awakened....

The heart of him who receives the grace of God overflows with
love for God and for those for whom Christ died. Self is not strug-
gling for recognition.... He is kind and thoughtful, humble in his
opinion of himself, yet full of hope, always trusting in the mercy
and love of God....

The grace of Christ is to control the temper and the voice. Its
working will be seen in politeness and tender regard shown by
brother for brother, in kind, encouraging words. An angel presence
1s in the home. The life breathes a sweet perfume, which ascends
to God as holy incense. Love is manifested in kindness, gentleness,
forbearance, and long-suffering. The countenance is changed. Christ
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abiding in the heart shines out in the faces of those who love Him and
keep His commandments.... As these changes are effected, angels
break forth in rapturous song, and God and Christ rejoice over souls
fashioned after the divine similitude.



[19]

Established by Christ’s Death, January 11

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed. 1 Peter 2:24.

At the very time when they [Christ’s disciples] expected to see
their Lord ascend the throne of David, they beheld Him seized as a
malefactor, scourged, derided, and condemned, and lifted up on the
cross of Calvary....

The announcement which had been made by the disciples in the
name of the Lord was in every particular correct, and the events to
which it pointed were even then taking place. “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15), had been their
message.... And the “kingdom of God” which they had declared to
be at hand was established by the death of Christ. This kingdom
was not, as they had been taught to believe, an earthly empire. Nor
was it that future, ... everlasting kingdom, in which “all dominions
shall serve and obey him” (Daniel 7:27). As used in the Bible, the
expression “kingdom of God” is employed to designate both the
kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory....

The kingdom of grace was instituted immediately after the fall
of man.... Yet it was not actually established until the death of Christ.
Even after entering upon His earthly mission, the Saviour ... might
have drawn back from the sacrifice of Calvary. In Gethsemane the
cup of woe trembled in His hand. He might even then have wiped the
blood-sweat from His brow, and have left the guilty race to perish in
their iniquity.... But when the Saviour yielded up His life, and with
His expiring breath cried out, “It is finished,” then the fulfillment of
the plan of redemption was assured. The promise of salvation made
to the sinful pair in Eden was ratified. The kingdom of grace, which
had before existed by the promise of God, was then established.

Thus the death of Christ—the very event which the disciples had
looked upon as the final destruction of their hope—was that which
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made it forever sure.... The event that had filled them with mourning
and despair was that ... in which centered the future life and eternal
happiness of all God’s faithful ones in all the ages.



[20]

Its Principles of Government, January 12

Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and
just, and good. Romans 7:12.

The law of God, from its very nature, is unchangeable. It is a
revelation of the will and the character of its Author. God is love,
and His law is love. Its two great principles are love to God and love
to man.... The character of God is righteousness and truth; such is
the nature of His law....

In the beginning, man was created in the image of God. He was
in perfect harmony with the nature and the law of God; the principles
of righteousness were written upon his heart. But sin alienated him
from his Maker. He no longer reflected the divine image. His heart
was at war with the principles of God’s law.... But “God so loved
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,” that man might be
reconciled to God. Through the merits of Christ he can be restored
to harmony with his Maker. His heart must be renewed by divine
grace; he must have a new life from above. This change is the new
birth....

The first step in reconciliation to God is the conviction of sin....
“By the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). In order to see
his guilt, the sinner must test his character by God’s great standard
of righteousness. It is a mirror which shows the perfection of a
righteous character and enables him to discern the defects of his
own. The law reveals to man his sin.... It declares that death is the
portion of the transgressor. The gospel of Christ alone can free him
from the condemnation or the defilement of sin. He must exercise
repentance toward God, whose law has been transgressed; and faith
in Christ, his atoning sacrifice....

In the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God, as
it is brought into accord with His law. When this mighty change has
taken place in the sinner, he has passed from death unto life, from
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sin unto holiness, from transgression and rebellion to obedience and
loyalty....

The followers of Christ are to become like Him—by the grace of
God to form characters in harmony with the principles of His holy
law. This is Bible sanctification.



[21]

Our Top Priority, January 13

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you. Matthew 6:33.

The people who listened to the words of Christ were still anx-
1ously watching for some announcement of the earthly kingdom.
While Jesus was opening to them the treasures of heaven, the ques-
tion uppermost in many minds was, How will a connection with Him
advance our prospects in the world? Jesus shows that in making the
things of the world their supreme anxiety they were like the heathen
nations about them....

“All these things,” said Jesus, “do the nations of the world seek
after” (Luke 12:30).... I have come to open to you the kingdom of
love and righteousness and peace. Open your hearts to receive this
kingdom, and make its service your highest interest. Though it is
a spiritual kingdom, fear not that your needs for this life will be
uncared for....

Jesus does not release us from the necessity of effort, but He
teaches that we are to make Him first and last and best in everything.
We are to engage in no business, follow no pursuit, seek no plea-
sure, that would hinder the outworking of His righteousness in our
character and life. Whatever we do is to be done heartily, as unto
the Lord.

Jesus, while He dwelt on earth, dignified life in all its details
by keeping before men the glory of God, and by subordinating
everything to the will of His Father. If we follow His example, His
assurance to us is that all things needful in this life “shall be added.”
Poverty or wealth, sickness or health, simplicity or wisdom—all are
provided for in the promise of His grace.

Difficulties will be powerless to hinder him who is determined
to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.... Looking
to Jesus,... the believer will willingly brave contempt and derision.
And help and grace sufficient for every circumstance are promised
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by Him whose word is truth. His everlasting arms encircle the soul
that turns to Him for aid. In His care we may rest safely, saying,
“What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee” (Psalm 56:3).


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Psalm.56.3

[22]

Entrance Requirement, January 14

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God. John 3:3.

In the interview with Nicodemus, Jesus unfolded the plan of
salvation and His mission to the world.

He came directly to the point, saying solemnly, yet kindly, “Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born from above, he
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, margin).... Raising His
hand with solemn, quiet dignity, He pressed the truth home with
greater assurance, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.”...

By nature the heart is evil.... The fountain of the heart must be
purified before the streams can become pure. He who is trying to
reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is attempting
an impossibility. There is no safety for one who has merely a
legal religion, a form of godliness. The Christian’s life is not a
modification or improvement of the old, but a transformation of
nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether.
This change can be brought about only by the effectual working
of the Holy Spirit.... It can no more be explained than can the
movements of the wind....

While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen
and felt. So the work of the Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself
in every act of him who has felt its saving power. When the Spirit
of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful
thoughts are put away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and
peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy takes the place
of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven.... The
blessing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then
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that power which no human eye can see creates a new being in the
image of God....

Like Nicodemus, we must be willing to enter into life in the
same way as the chief of sinners. Than Christ, “there is none other

name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12).
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[23]

By God’s Grace, January 15

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus. Romans 3:24.

In many of His parables, Christ uses the expression, “the king-
dom of heaven,” to designate the work of divine grace upon the
hearts of men.... The kingdom of grace was instituted immediately
after the fall of man, when a plan was devised for the redemption of
the guilty race. It then existed in the purpose and by the promise of
God; and through faith, men could become its subjects.

The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of God’s gov-
ernment; He desires only the service of love.... To know God is
to love Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the
character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe
could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of
God could make it known....

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan
formulated after the fall of Adam. It was a revelation of “the mystery
which hath been kept in silence through times eternal” (Romans
16:25, R.V.). It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal
ages have been the foundation of God’s throne.... God did not
ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made
provision to meet the terrible emergency. So great was His love for
the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”

As soon as there was sin, there was a Saviour. Christ knew that
He would have to suffer, yet He became man’s substitute. As soon
as Adam sinned, the Son of God presented Himself as surety for the
human race, with just as much power to avert the doom pronounced
upon the guilty as when He died upon the cross of Calvary.

What love! What amazing condescension! The King of glory
proposes to humble Himself to fallen humanity! He would place
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His feet in Adam’s steps. He would take man’s fallen nature, and
engage to cope with the strong foe who triumphed over Adam. He
would overcome Satan, and in thus doing He would open the way
for the redemption from the disgrace of Adam’s failure and fall, of
all those who would believe on Him.



[24]

The Royal Robe, January 16

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints. Revelation 19:8.

The parable of the wedding garment [Matthew 22:1-14] opens
before us a lesson of the highest consequence.... By the wedding
garment in the parable is represented the pure, spotless character
which Christ’s true followers will possess.... The fine linen, says the
Scripture, “is the righteousness of saints.” It is the righteousness of
Christ, His own unblemished character, that through faith is imparted
to all who receive Him as their personal Saviour.

The white robe of innocence was worn by our first parents when
they were placed by God in holy Eden. They lived in perfect con-
formity to the will of God.... A beautiful soft light, the light of God,
enshrouded the holy pair.... But when sin entered, they severed their
connection with God, and the light that had encircled them departed.
Naked and ashamed, they tried to supply the place of the heavenly
garments by sewing together fig leaves for a covering.

We cannot provide a robe of righteousness for ourselves, for
the prophet says, “All our righteousness are as filthy rags” (Isaiah
64:6). There 1s nothing in us from which we can clothe the soul so
that its nakedness shall not appear. We are to receive the robe of
righteousness woven in the loom of heaven, even the spotless robe
of Christ’s righteousness.

God has made ample provision that we may stand perfect in His
grace, wanting in nothing, waiting for the appearing of our Lord.
Are you ready? Have you the wedding garment on? That garment
will never cover deceit, impurity, corruption, or hypocrisy. The eye
of God is upon you. It is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart. We may conceal our sins from the eyes of men, but we
can hide nothing from our Maker.
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Let the youth and the little children be taught to choose for
themselves that royal robe woven in heaven’s loom—the “fine linen,
clean and white,” which all the holy ones of earth will wear. This
robe, Christ’s own spotless character, is freely offered to every
human being. But all who receive it will receive and wear it here.



[25]

An Inheritance in Heaven, January 17

To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for you. 1 Peter 1:4.

Christ was teaching, and, as usual, others besides His disciples
had gathered about Him.... But there were many who desired the
grace of heaven only to serve their selfish purposes. They recognized
the marvelous power of Christ in setting forth the truth in a clear
light.... Would He not lend His power for their worldly benefit?

“And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my
brother, that he divide the inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13)....
In the midst of the solemn instruction that Christ had given, this
man had revealed his selfish disposition. He could appreciate that
ability of the Lord which might work for the advancement of his
own temporal affairs; but spiritual truths had taken no hold on his
mind and heart.... [Jesus] was opening to him the treasures of divine
love. The Holy Spirit was pleading with him to become an heir of
the inheritance that is “incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away’.... [But] his eyes were fixed on the earth....

The Saviour’s mission on earth was fast drawing to a close. Only
a few months remained for Him to complete what He had come
to do, in establishing the kingdom of His grace. Yet human greed
would have turned Him from His work to take up the dispute over
a piece of land. But Jesus was not to be diverted from His mission.
His answer was, “Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?”
... Christ virtually said, It is not My work to settle controversies of
this kind. He came for another purpose, to preach the gospel, and
thus to arouse men to a sense of eternal realities....

When He sent forth the twelve, He said, “As ye go, preach,
saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand...” (Matthew 10:7, 8). They
were not to settle the temporal affairs of the people. Their work
was to persuade men to be reconciled to God. In this work lay their
power to bless humanity. The only remedy for the sins and sorrows
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of humanity is Christ. The gospel of His grace alone can cure the
evils that curse society.... He alone, for the selfish heart of sin, gives
the new heart of love.



[26]

The Gracious Invitation, January 18

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Matthew 11:28.

Christ sought to teach the disciples the truth that in God’s king-
dom there are no territorial lines, no caste, no aristocracy; that they
must go to all nations, bearing to them the message of a Saviour’s
love.

Christ tears away the wall of partition, the self-love, the dividing
prejudice of nationality, and teaches a love for all the human family....
He teaches us to look upon every needy soul as our neighbor and the
world as our field. As the rays of the sun penetrate to the remotest
corners of the globe, so God designs that the light of the gospel shall
extend to every soul upon the earth.

All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to
heaven. Prayers and tears and inquiries go up from souls longing
for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are on the verge of the
kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in....

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers of every age have
shared. Every one who has received the gospel has been given sacred
truth to impart to the world. God’s faithful people have always been
aggressive missionaries, consecrating their resources to the honor of
His name, and wisely using their talents in His service....

Everyone who has received Christ is called to work for the salva-
tion of his fellow men. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come” (Revelation 22:17). The charge to give
this invitation includes the entire church. Every one who has heard
the invitation is to echo the message from hill and valley, saying,
“Come”....

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession
of the whole church, so that every one shall be working for Him
according to his ability. When the members of the church of God
do their appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in
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fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be
warned and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and
great glory.



[27]

Embraces the Whole World, January 19

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession. Psalm 2:8.

“The field is the world” (Matthew 13:38). We understand better
what this saying comprehends than did the apostles who received
the commission to preach the gospel. The whole world is a vast
missionary field.

The terrible condition of the world would seem to indicate that
the death of Christ has been almost in vain, and that Satan has
triumphed.... But we have not been deceived. Notwithstanding the
apparent triumph of Satan, Christ is carrying forward His work in
the heavenly sanctuary and on the earth....

The solemn, sacred message of warning must be proclaimed in
the most difficult fields and in the most sinful cities, in every place
where the light of the great threefold gospel message has not yet
dawned. Every one is to hear the last call to the marriage supper
of the lamb. From town to town, from city to city, from country to
country, the message of present truth is to be proclaimed, not with
outward display, but in the power of the Spirit.

Before man can belong to the kingdom of Christ, his character
must be purified from sin and sanctified by the grace of Christ....
Christ longs to manifest His grace, and stamp His character and
image upon the whole world. He was offered the kingdoms of
this world by the one who revolted in heaven, to buy His homage
to the principles of evil; but He came to establish a kingdom of
righteousness, and He would not be bought; He would not abandon
His purpose. This earth is His purchased inheritance, and He would
have men free and pure and holy.... Though Satan works through
human instrumentalities to hinder the purpose of Christ, there are
triumphs yet to be accomplished through the blood shed for the
world, that will bring glory to God and to the Lamb. His kingdom

52


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Psalm.2.8
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Matthew.13.38

Embraces the Whole World, January 19 53

will extend, and embrace the whole world.... Christ will not be
satisfied till victory is complete. But “he shall see of the travail of
his soul, and shall be satisfied.” “So shall they fear the name of the

Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun” (Isaiah
53:11; 59:19).
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[28]

Ambassadors of the Kingdom, January 20

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye
reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20.

Since His ascension, Christ the great Head of the church, has car-
ried forward His work in the world by chosen ambassadors, through
whom He speaks to the children of men, and ministers to their needs.
The position of those who have been called of God to labor in word
and doctrine for the upbuilding of His church, is one of grave re-
sponsibility. In Christ’s stead they are to beseech men and women
to be reconciled to God....

Christ’s ministers are the spiritual guardians of the people en-
trusted to their care. Their work has been likened to that of watch-
men. In ancient times, sentinels were often stationed on the walls of
cities, where, from points of vantage, they could overlook important
points to be guarded, and give warning of the approach of an enemy.
Upon their faithfulness depended the safety of all within....

To every minister the Lord declares: “O son of man, I have set
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me” ... (Ezekiel 33:7-9).
These words of the prophet declare the solemn responsibility resting
upon those who are appointed as guardians of the church, stewards
of the mysteries of God....

It is the privilege of the watchmen on the walls of Zion to live
so near to God, and to be so susceptible to the impressions of His
Spirit, that He can work through them to tell sinners of their peril,
and point them to the place of safety.

The heart of the true minister is filled with an intense longing to
save souls.... He watches for souls as one that must give an account.
With his eyes fixed on the cross of Calvary, beholding the uplifted
Saviour, relying on His grace, believing that He will be with him
until the end, as his shield, his strength, his efficiency, he works for
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God. With invitations and pleadings, mingled with the assurances
of God’s love, he seeks to win souls to Jesus, and in heaven he i1s
numbered among those who are “called, and chosen, and faithful”
(Revelation 17:14).
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[29]

The Army of the Lord, January 21

Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Ephesians 6:13.

The strength of an army is measured largely by the efficiency of
the men in the ranks. A wise general instructs his officers to train
every soldier for active service. He seeks to develop the highest
efficiency on the part of all. If he were to depend on his officers
alone he could never expect to conduct a successful campaign. He
counts on loyal and untiring service from every man in his army.
The responsibility rests largely upon the men in the ranks.

And so it is in the army of Prince Immanuel. Our General, who
has never lost a battle, expects willing, faithful service from everyone
who has enlisted under His banner. In the closing controversy now
waging between the forces for good and the hosts of evil He expects
all, laymen as well as ministers, to take part. All who have enlisted
as His soldiers are to render faithful service as minutemen, with a
keen sense of the responsibility resting upon them individually.

All who enter the army are not to be generals, captains, sergeants,
or even corporals. All have not the care and responsibility of leaders.
There 1s hard work of other kinds to be done. Some must dig trenches
and build fortifications; some are to stand as sentinels, some to carry
messages. While there are but few officers, it requires many soldiers
to form the rank and file of the army; yet its success depends upon
the fidelity of every soldier. One man’s cowardice or treachery may
bring disaster upon the entire army.

There is earnest work to be done by us individually if we would
fight the good fight of faith. Eternal interests are at stake. We must
put on the whole armor of righteousness, we must resist the devil,
and we have the sure promise that he will be put to flight. The church
is to conduct an aggressive warfare, to make conquests for Christ, to
rescue souls from the power of the enemy. God and holy angels are
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engaged in this warfare. Let us please Him who has called us to be
soldiers.



[30]

A Girdle of Truth, January 22

Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth.
Ephesians 6:14.

There is absolutely no safeguard against evil but truth. No man
can stand firm for right in whose heart the truth does not abide.
There is only one power that can make and keep us steadfast—the
power of God, imparted to us through the grace of Christ.

There are many in the church who take it for granted that they
understand what they believe; but, until controversy arises, they do
not know their own weakness. When separated from those of like
faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief,
they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what
they had accepted as truth....

The Lord calls upon all who believe His word to awake out of
sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate for this time. It is Bible
truth, showing the perils that are right upon us. This light should
lead us to a diligent study of the Scriptures and a most critical ex-
amination of the positions which we hold.... Believers are not to rest
in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their
faith must be firmly founded upon the word of God so that when
the testing time shall come and they are brought before councils to
answer for their faith they may be able to give a reason for the hope
that is in them, with meekness and fear....

The erroneous teachings of popular theology have made thou-
sands upon thousands of skeptics and infidels. There are errors
and inconsistencies which many denounce as the teaching of the
Bible that are really false interpretations of Scripture.... Instead of
criticizing the Bible, let us seek, by precept and example, to present
to the world its sacred, life-giving truths, that we may “show forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9).
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The truth stands firmly established on the eternal Rock—a foun-
dation that storm and tempest can never move.... Do not lower the
banner of truth ... in order to unite with the solemn message for
these last days anything that will tend to hide the peculiar features
of our faith.



[31]

A Breastplate for Safety, January 23

And having on the breastplate of righteousness. Ephesians
6:14.

We must put on every piece of the armor, and then stand firm.
The Lord has honored us by choosing us as His soldiers. Let us fight
bravely for Him, maintaining the right in every transaction.... Put on
as your breastplate that divinely protected righteousness which it is
the privilege of all to wear. This will protect your spiritual life.

Ample provisions have been made for all who sincerely,
earnestly, and thoughtfully set about the work of perfecting holiness
in the fear of God. Strength, grace, and glory have been provided
through Christ, to be brought by ministering angels to the heirs of
salvation. None are so low, so corrupt and vile, that they cannot find
in Jesus, who died for them, strength, purity, and righteousness, if
they will put away their sins, cease their course of iniquity, and turn
with full purpose of heart to the living God. He is waiting to strip
them of their garments, stained and polluted by sin, and to put upon
them the white, bright robes of righteousness.

The truly righteous, who sincerely love and fear God, wear
the robe of Christ’s righteousness in prosperity and adversity alike.
Self-denial, self-sacrifice, benevolence, kindness, love, patience,
fortitude, and Christian trust are the daily fruits borne by those who
are truly connected with God. Their acts may not be published to the
world, but they themselves are daily wrestling with evil, and gaining
precious victories over temptation and wrong.

All who have put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness will stand
before Him as chosen and faithful and true. Satan has no power
to pluck them out of the hand of the Saviour. Not one soul who in
penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to
pass under the enemy’s power.

Each one will have a close struggle to overcome sin in his own
heart. This is at times a very painful and discouraging work; be-
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cause, as we see the deformities in our character, we keep looking
at them, when we should look to Jesus and put on the robe of His
righteousness. Everyone who enters the pearly gates of the city of
God will enter there as a conqueror, and his greatest conquest will
have been the conquest of self.



[32]

Gospel Shoes for a Mission of Peace, January 24

And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.
Ephesians 6:15.

We are living in the midst of an “epidemic of crime,” at which
thoughtful, God-fearing men everywhere stand aghast.... Every day
brings its heart-sickening record of violence and lawlessness, of
indifference to human suffering, of brutal, fiendish destruction of
human life. Every day testifies to the increase of insanity, murder,
and suicide. Who can doubt that satanic agencies are at work among
men with increasing activity to distract and corrupt the mind, and
defile and destroy the body?

And while the world is filled with these evils, the gospel is
too often presented in so indifferent a manner as to make but little
impression upon the consciences or the lives of men. Everywhere
there are hearts crying out for something which they have not. They
long for a power that will give them mastery over sin, a power that
will deliver them from the bondage of evil, a power that will give
health and life and peace.

The gospel is a message of peace. Christianity is a system,
which, received and obeyed, would spread peace, harmony, and
happiness throughout the earth. The religion of Christ will unite in
close brotherhood all who accept its teachings.

The peace of Christ is born of truth. It is harmony with God. The
world is at enmity with the law of God; sinners are at enmity with
their Maker; and as a result they are at enmity with one another....
Men cannot manufacture peace. Human plans for the purification
and uplifting of individuals or of society will fail of producing peace,
because they do not reach the heart. The only power that can create or
perpetuate true peace is the grace of Christ. When this is implanted
in the heart, it will cast out the evil passions that cause strife and
dissension.
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The faces of men and women who walk and work with God ex-
press the peace of heaven. They are surrounded with the atmosphere
of heaven. For these souls the kingdom of God has begun.

The Lord is soon coming. Talk it, pray it, believe it. Make it a
part of the life.... Gird on the Christian armor, and be sure that your
feet are “shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.”



[33]

A Shield for Defense, January 25

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Ephesians 6:16.

Satan watches his opportunity to seize the precious graces when
we are unguarded, and we shall have a severe conflict with the
powers of darkness to retain them, or to regain a heavenly grace if
through lack of watchfulness we lose it. But ... it is the privilege of
Christians to obtain strength from God to hold every precious gift.
Fervent and effectual prayer will be regarded in heaven. When the
servants of Christ take the shield of faith for their defense, and the
sword of the Spirit for war, there is danger in the enemy’s camp.

Amidst the snares to which all are exposed, they need strong and
trustworthy defenses on which to rely. Many in this corrupt age have
so small a supply of the grace of God, that in many instances their
defense is broken down by the first assault, and fierce temptations
take them captives. The shield of grace can preserve all unconquered
by the temptations of the enemy, though surrounded with the most
corrupting influences. By firm principle, and unwavering trust in
God, their virtue and nobleness of character can shine, and, although
surrounded with evil, no taint need be left upon their virtue and
integrity.

The work of conquering evil is to be done through faith. Those
who go into the battlefield will find that they must put on the whole
armor of God. The shield of faith will be their defense and will
enable them to be more than conquerors. Nothing else will avail
but this—faith in the Lord of hosts, and obedience to His orders.
Vast armies furnished with every other facility will avail nothing in
the last great conflict. Without faith, an angel host could not help.
Living faith alone will make them invincible and enable them to
stand in the evil day, steadfast, unmovable, holding the beginning of
their confidence firm unto the end.
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And take the helmet of salvation. Ephesians 6:17.

God bids us fill the mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts.
He desires us to meditate upon His love and mercy, to study His
wonderful work in the great plan of redemption. Then clearer and
still clearer will be our perception of truth, higher, holier, our desire
for purity of heart and clearness of thought. The soul dwelling in the
pure atmosphere of holy thought will be transformed by communion
with God through the study of the Scriptures.

The mind must be educated and disciplined to love purity. A love
for spiritual things should be encouraged; yea, must be encouraged,
if you would grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.... Good
purposes are right, but will prove of no avail unless resolutely carried
out. Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians;
but they made no earnest effort, therefore they will be weighed in
the balances and found wanting. The will must be exercised in the
right direction. I will be a wholehearted Christian. I will know the
length and breadth, the height and depth, of perfect love. Listen to
the words of Jesus: “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). Ample
provisions are made by Christ to satisfy the soul that hungers and
thirsts for righteousness.

We should meditate upon the Scriptures, thinking soberly and
candidly upon the things that pertain to our eternal salvation. The
infinite mercy and love of Jesus, the sacrifice made in our behalf,
call for most serious and solemn reflection. We should dwell upon
the character of our dear Redeemer and Intercessor. We should seek
to comprehend the meaning of the plan of salvation. We should
meditate upon the mission of Him who came to save His people
from their sins. By constantly contemplating heavenly themes, our
faith and love will grow stronger. Our prayers will be more and
more acceptable to God, because they will be more and more mixed
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with faith and love. They will be more intelligent and fervent. There
will be more constant confidence in Jesus, and you will have a daily,
living experience in the willingness and power of Christ to save unto
the uttermost all that come unto God by Him.



A Sword for Battle, January 27

And the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Ephesians 6:17.

God has provided abundant means for successful warfare against
the evil that i1s in the world. The Bible is the armory where we may
equip for the struggle. Our loins must be girt about with truth. Our
breastplate must be righteousness. The shield of faith must be in our
hand, the helmet of salvation on our brow; and with the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God, we are to cut our way through the
obstructions and entanglements of sin.

The first Adam fell; the second Adam held fast to God and His
Word under the most trying circumstances, and His faith in His
Father’s goodness, mercy, and love did not waver for one moment.
“It i1s written”” was His weapon of resistance, and it is the sword of
the Spirit which every human being is to use.

In these days of peril and corruption, the young are exposed to
many trials and temptations. Many are sailing in a dangerous harbor.
They need a pilot; but they scorn to accept the much needed help,
feeling that they are competent to guide their own bark, and not
realizing that it is about to strike a hidden rock that may cause them
to make shipwreck of faith and happiness.... There is a disposition
with many to be impetuous and headstrong. They have not heeded
the wise counsel of the word of God; they have not battled with self,
and obtained precious victories; and their proud, unbending will has
driven them from the path of duty and obedience.

There are great things expected from the sons and daughters of
God. I look upon the youth of today, and my heart yearns over them.
What possibilities are open before them! If they sincerely seek to
learn of Christ, He will give them wisdom, as He gave wisdom to
Daniel.... “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”.... “In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Psalm
111:10; Proverbs 3:6).
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Let the youth try to appreciate the privilege that may be theirs,
to be directed by the unerring wisdom of God. Let them take the
Word of truth as the man of their counsel, and become skillful in
the use of “the sword of the Spirit.” Satan is a wise general; but the
humble, devoted soldier of Jesus Christ may overcome him.



The Battlefield, January 28

We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Ephesians 6:12.

The fallen world is the battlefield for the greatest conflict the
heavenly universe and earthly powers have ever witnessed. It was
appointed as a theater on which would be fought out the grand
struggle between good and evil, between heaven and hell. Every
human being acts a part in this conflict. No one can stand on neutral
ground. Men must either accept or reject the world’s Redeemer. All
are witnesses, either for or against Christ. Christ calls upon those
who stand under His banner to engage in the conflict with Him as
faithful soldiers, that they may inherit the crown of life.

Battles are to be fought every day. A great warfare is going
on over every soul, between the prince of darkness and the Prince
of life.... As God’s agents you are to yield yourselves to Him,
that He may plan and direct and fight the battle for you, with your
cooperation. The Prince of life is at the head of His work. He
is to be with you in your daily battle with self, that you may be
true to principle; that passion, when warring for the mastery, may
be subdued by the grace of Christ; that you come off more than
conqueror through Him that hath loved us. Jesus has been over the
ground. He knows the power of every temptation. He knows just
how to meet every emergency, and how to guide you through every
path of danger.

God will have a people zealous of good works, standing firm
amid the pollutions of this degenerate age. There will be a people
who hold so fast to the divine strength that they will be proof against
every temptation. Evil communications in flaming handbills may
seek to speak to their senses and corrupt their minds; yet they will
be so united to God and angels that they will be as those who see
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not and hear not. They have a work to do which no one can do for
them, which is to fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal
life....

The youth may have principles so firm that the most powerful
temptations of Satan will not draw them away from their allegiance.



Loyalty a Must, January 29

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ. 2 Timothy 2:3.

We are soldiers of Christ; and those who enlist in His army are
expected to do difficult work, work which will tax their energies
to the utmost. We must understand that a soldier’s life is one of
aggressive warfare, of perseverance and endurance. For Christ’s
sake we are to endure trials. We are not engaged in mimic battles.

Resolve, not in your own strength, but in the strength and grace
given of God, that you will consecrate to Him now, just now, every
power, every ability. You will then follow Jesus because He bids
you, and you will not ask where, or what reward will be given....

When you die to self, when you surrender to God, to do His
work, to let the light that He has given you shine forth in good works,
you will not labor alone. God’s grace stands forth to cooperate with
every effort to enlighten the ignorant and those who do not know
that the end of all things is at hand. But God will not do your work.
Light may shine in abundance, but the grace given will convert your
soul only as it arouses you to cooperate with divine agencies. You
are called upon to put on the Christian armor and enter the Lord’s
service as active soldiers. Divine power is to cooperate with human
effort to break the spell of worldly enchantment that the enemy has
cast upon souls.

The Lord has honored us by choosing us as His soldiers. Let
us fight bravely for Him, maintaining the right in every transaction.
Rectitude in all things is essential to the warfare of the soul. As you
strive for the victory over your own inclinations, He will help you
by His Holy Spirit to be circumspect in every action, that you may
give no occasion for the enemy to speak evil of the truth.

We are soldiers of Christ. He is the Captain of our salvation, and
we are under His orders and rules. We are to wear His armor; we
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are to be marshaled only under His banner.... We are to keep on the
whole armor of God, and work as in view of the universe of heaven.



Marching Orders, January 30

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.
Exodus 14:15.

The history of the children of Israel is written for the instruction
and admonition of all Christians. When the Israelites were overtaken
by dangers and difficulties, and their way seemed hedged up, their
faith forsook them, and they murmured against the leader whom
God had appointed for them.... The divine command was: “Go
forward.” They were not to wait until the way was made plain, and
they could comprehend the entire plan of their deliverance. God’s
cause is onward, and He will open a path before His people....

There are times when the Christian life seems beset by dan-
gers, and duty seems hard to perform. The imagination pictures
impending ruin before, and bondage or death behind. Yet the voice
of God speaks clearly above all discouragements: “Go forward.”
We should obey this command, let the result be what it may, even
though our eyes cannot penetrate the darkness and though we feel
the cold waves about our feet....

Those who think it impossible for them to yield to the will of God
and have faith in His promises until all is made clear and plain before
them, will never yield at all. Faith is not certainty of knowledge;
it “is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). To obey the commandments of God is the
only way to obtain His favor. “Go forward” should be the Christian’s
watchword.

Continual progress in knowledge and virtue is God’s purpose for
us. His law is the echo of His own voice, giving to all the invitation,
“Come up higher; be holy, holier still.” Every day we may advance
in perfection of Christian character.

Putting our trust in God, we are to move steadily forward, doing
His work with unselfishness, in humble dependence upon Him,
committing to His providence ourselves and all that concerns our
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present and future, holding the beginning of our confidence firm
unto the end, remembering that we receive the blessings of heaven,
not because of our worthiness, but because of Christ’s worthiness
and our acceptance, through faith in Him, of God’s abounding grace.



The Victory, January 31

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57.

Victories are not gained by ceremonies or display, but by simple
obedience to the highest General, the Lord God of heaven. He who
trusts in this Leader will never know defeat.

The largest share of the annoyances of life, its daily corroding
cares, its heartaches, its irritation, is the result of a temper uncon-
trolled.... The government of self is the best government in the world.
By putting on the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, ninety-nine
out of a hundred of the troubles which so terribly embitter life might
be saved.... The natural man must die, and the new man, Christ
Jesus, take possession of the soul, so that the follower of Jesus may
say in verity and truth: “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”
(Galatians 2:20).

Self 1s difficult to conquer. Human depravity in every form is
not easily brought into subjection to the Spirit of Christ. But all
should be impressed with the fact that unless this victory is gained
through Christ, there is no hope for them. The victory can be gained;
for nothing is impossible with God. By His assisting grace, all
evil temper, all human depravity, may be overcome.... You may be
overcomers if you will, in the name of Christ, take hold of the work
decidedly.

The temptations of Satan are greater now than ever before, for
he knows that his time is short, and that very soon every case will be
decided, either for life or for death. It is no time now to sink down
beneath discouragement and trial; we must bear up under all our
afflictions, and trust wholly in the Almighty God of Jacob.... His
grace is sufficient for all our trials; and although they are greater
than ever before, yet if we trust wholly in God, we can overcome
every temptation and through His grace come off victorious....
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When temptations and trials rush in upon us, let us go to God
and agonize with Him in prayer. He will not turn us away empty,
but will give us grace and strength to overcome, and to break the
power of the enemy.



February [40]



Adam and Eve—Rulers in Eden, February 1

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them. And God
blessed them and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over ... every living thing that moveth upon the
earth. Genesis 1:27, 28.

Adam was crowned king in Eden. To him was given dominion
over every living thing that God had created. The Lord blessed
Adam and Eve with intelligence such as He had not given to any
other creature. He made Adam the rightful sovereign over all the
works of His hands.

Created to be “the image and glory of God,” Adam and Eve had
received endowments not unworthy of their high destiny.... Every
faculty of mind and soul reflected the Creator’s glory. Endowed with
high mental and spiritual gifts, Adam and Eve were made but “little
lower than the angels.”

Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not
placed beyond the possibility of wrongdoing. God made them free
moral agents, capable of appreciating the wisdom and benevolence
of His character and the justice of His requirements, and with full
liberty to yield or to withhold obedience. They were to enjoy com-
munion with God and with holy angels; but before they could be
rendered eternally secure, their loyalty must be tested. At the very
beginning of man’s existence a check was placed upon the desire
for self-indulgence, the fatal passion that lay at the foundation of
Satan’s fall. The tree of knowledge, which stood near the tree of
life in the midst of the garden, was to be a test of the obedience,
faith, and love of our first parents... God placed man under law, as
an indispensable condition of his very existence. He was a subject
of the divine government, and there can be no government without
law....
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While they remained true to God, Adam and his companion were
to bear rule over the earth. Unlimited control was given them over
every living thing. The lion and the lamb sported peacefully around
them, or lay ... Together at their feet. The happy birds flitted about
them without fear; and as their glad songs ascended to the praise of
their Creator, Adam and Eve united with them in thanksgiving to
the Father and the Son.



[41]

The Rulership Forfeited, February 2

The most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever he will. Daniel 4:17.

Among the lower creatures Adam had stood as king ...; but when
he transgressed, this dominion was forfeited. The spirit of rebellion,
to which he himself had given entrance, extended throughout the
animal creation. Thus not only the life of man, but the nature of the
beasts, the trees of the forest, the grass of the field, the very air he
breathed, all told the sad lesson of the knowledge of evil.

Not only man but the earth had by sin come under the power of
the wicked one.... At his creation Adam was placed in dominion
over the earth. But by yielding to temptation, he was brought under
the power of Satan. “Of whom a man is overcome, of the same is
he brought in bondage” (2 Peter 2:19). When man became Satan’s
captive, the dominion which he held, passed to his conqueror. Thus
Satan became “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4). He had
usurped that dominion over the earth which had been originally
given to Adam.

When Satan declared to Christ, The kingdom and the glory of
the world are delivered unto me, and to whomsoever I will I give it,
he stated what was true only in part, and he declared it to serve his
own purpose of deception. Satan’s dominion was that wrested from
Adam, but Adam was the vicegerent of the Creator. His was not
an independent rule. The earth is God’s, and He has committed all
things to His Son. Adam was to reign subject to Christ. When Adam
betrayed his sovereignty into Satan’s hands, Christ still remained
the rightful king....

By the one who had revolted in heaven the kingdoms of this
world were offered Christ, to buy His homage to the principles of
evil; but He would not be bought....

Jesus gained the victory through submission and faith in God,
and by the apostle He says to us, “Submit yourselves therefore to
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God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you™” ... (James 4:7,
8). We cannot save ourselves from the tempter’s power; he has
conquered humanity ...; but “the name of the Lord is a strong tower:
the righteous runneth into it, and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10).
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Christ the Second Adam, February 3

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15:22.

The fall of man filled all heaven with sorrow.... The Son of God,
heaven’s glorious Commander, was touched with pity for the fallen
race. His heart was moved with infinite compassion as the woes of
the lost world rose up before Him. But divine love had conceived
a plan whereby man might be redeemed. The broken law of God
demanded the life of the sinner. In all the universe there was but one
who could, in behalf of man, satisfy its claims. Since the divine law
is as sacred as God Himself, only one equal with God could make
atonement for its transgression. None but Christ could redeem fallen
man from the curse of the law, and bring him again into harmony
with Heaven. Christ would take upon Himself the guilt and shame of
sin—sin so offensive to a holy God that it must separate the Father
and His Son. Christ would reach to the depths of misery to rescue
the ruined race....

The plan of salvation had been laid before the creation of the
earth; ... yet it was a struggle, even with the King of the universe,
to yield up His son to die for the guilty race.... Oh, the mystery of
redemption! the love of God for a world that did not love Him! ...
Through endless ages immortal minds, seeking to comprehend the
mystery of that incomprehensible love, will wonder and adore.

Christ 1s called the second Adam. In purity and holiness, con-
nected with God and beloved by God, He began where the first
Adam began....

Christ was tempted by Satan in a hundredfold severer manner
than was Adam, and under circumstances in every way more try-
ing. The deceiver presented himself as an angel of light, but Christ
withstood his temptations. He redeemed Adam’s disgraceful fall,
and saved the world.... He lived the law of God, and honored it in a
world of transgression, revealing to the heavenly universe, to Satan,
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and to all the fallen sons and daughters of Adam that through His
grace humanity can keep the law of God....

Christ’s victory was as complete as had been Adam’s failure. So
we may resist temptation, and force Satan to depart from us.



[43]

Israel’s Invisible King, February 4

Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with
them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true
laws, good statutes and commandments. Nehemiah 9:13.

All through the pages of sacred history, where the dealings of
God with His chosen people are recorded, there are burning traces
of the great I AM. Never has He given to the sons of men more
open manifestations of His power and glory than when He alone
was acknowledged as Israel’s ruler, and gave the law to His people.
Here was a scepter swayed by no human hand; and the stately goings
forth of Israel’s invisible King were unspeakably grand and awful.

In all these revelations of the divine presence, the glory of God
was manifested through Christ. Not alone at the Saviour’s advent,
but through all the ages after the Fall and the promise of redemption,
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:19). Christ was the foundation and center of the sacrificial
system in both the patriarchal and the Jewish age. Since the sin of
our first parents, there has been no direct communication between
God and man. The Father has given the world into the hands of
Christ, that through His mediatorial work He may redeem man and
vindicate the authority and holiness of the law of God. All the com-
munion between heaven and the fallen race has been through Christ.
It was the Son of God that gave to our first parents the promise of
redemption. It was He who revealed Himself to the patriarchs.... It
was He who gave the law to Israel. Amid the awful glory of Sinai,
Christ declared in the hearing of all the people the ten precepts of
His Father’s law. It was He who gave to Moses the law engraved
upon the tables of stone....

Jesus was the light of His people—the light of the world—before
He came to earth in the form of humanity. The first gleam of light that
pierced the gloom in which sin had wrapped the world, came from
Christ. And from Him has come every ray of heaven’s brightness
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that has fallen upon the inhabitants of the earth. In the plan of
redemption Christ is the Alpha and the Omega—the First and the
Last.



[44]

Our Ruler in the Heavens, February 5

The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his
kingdom ruleth over all. Psalm 103:19.

The three Hebrews were called upon to confess Christ in the face
of the burning fiery furnace. They had been commanded by the king
to fall down and worship the golden image which he had set up, and
threatened that if they would not, they should be cast alive into the
fiery furnace, but they answered, “We are not careful to answer thee
in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine
hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast
set up” (Daniel 3:16-18).

To bow down when in prayer to God is the proper attitude to
occupy.... But such an act was homage to be rendered to God alone
..., the Ruler of the universe; and these three Hebrews refused to
give such honor to any idol even though composed of pure gold. In
doing so, they would, to all intents and purposes, be bowing to the
king of Babylon.... They suffered the penalty.... But Christ came in
person and walked with them through the fire, and they received no
harm.

This miracle produced a striking change in the minds of the
people. The great golden image, set up with such display, was
forgotten. The king published a decree that anyone speaking against
the God of these men should be put to death....

These faithful Hebrews possessed great natural ability, they had
enjoyed the highest intellectual culture, and now occupied a position
of honor; but all this did not lead them to forget God. Their powers
were yielded to the sanctifying influence of divine grace.... In their
wonderful deliverance were displayed, before that vast assembly, the
power and majesty of God. Jesus placed Himself by their side in the
fiery furnace, and by the glory of His presence convinced the proud
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king of Babylon that it could be no other than the Son of God....
By the deliverance of His faithful servants, the Lord declares that
He will take His stand with the oppressed and overthrow all earthly
powers that would trample upon the authority of the God of heaven.



[45]

God with Us, February 6

They shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us. Matthew 1:23.

From the days of eternity the Lord Jesus Christ was one with the
Father; He was “the image of God,” the image of His greatness and
majesty, “the outshining of his glory.” It was to manifest this glory
that He came to our world. To this sin-darkened earth He came to
reveal the light of God’s love—to be “God with us.”...

Our little world is the lesson book of the universe. God’s won-
derful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme
into which “angels desire to look™, and it will be their study through-
out endless ages. Both the redeemed and the unfallen beings will
find in the cross of Christ their science and their song. It will be seen
that the glory shining in the face of Jesus is the glory of self-sac-
rificing love. In the light from Calvary it will be seen that the law
of self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven; that
the love which “seeketh not her own” has its source in the heart of
God....

Jesus might have remained at the Father’s side. He might have
retained the glory of heaven, and the homage of the angels. But He
chose to give back the scepter into the Father’s hands, and to step
down from the throne of the universe, that He might bring light to
the benighted, and life to the perishing....

This great purpose had been shadowed forth in types and sym-
bols. The burning bush, in which Christ appeared to Moses, revealed
God.... The all-merciful God shrouded His glory in a most humble
type, that Moses could look upon it and live. So in the pillar of cloud
by day and the pillar of fire by night, God communicated with Israel,
revealing to men His will, and imparting to them His grace. God’s
glory was subdued, and His majesty veiled, that the weak vision of
finite men might behold it. So Christ was to come in “the body of
our humiliation” (Philippians 3:21, R.V.), “in the likeness of men.”...
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His glory was veiled, His greatness and majesty were hidden, that
He might draw near to sorrowful, tempted men.



[46]

The Kingdom Threatened, February 7

When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and
take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into
a mountain himself alone. John 6:15.

Seated upon the grassy plain, in the twilight of the spring evening,
the people ate of the food that Christ had provided.... No human
power could create from five barley loaves and two small fishes food
sufficient to feed thousands of hungry people. And they said one to
another, “This is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the
world” (John 6:14).... He can conquer the nations, and give to Israel
the long-sought dominion.

In their enthusiasm the people are ready at once to crown Him
king. They see that He makes no effort to attract attention or secure
honor to Himself.... They fear that He will never urge His claim to
David’s throne. Consulting together, they agree to take Him by force,
and proclaim Him the King of Israel.... Jesus sees what is on foot,
and understands, as they cannot, what would be the result of such
a movement.... Violence and insurrection would follow an effort
to place Him on the throne, and the work of the spiritual kingdom
would be hindered. Without delay the movement must be checked.
Calling His disciples, Jesus bids them take the boat and return at
once to Capernaum....

Jesus now commands the multitude to disperse; and His manner
1s so decisive that they dare not disobey.... The kingly bearing of
Jesus, and His few quiet words of command, quell the tumult, and
frustrate their designs. They recognize in Him a power above all
earthly authority, and without a question they submit.

When left alone, Jesus “went up into a mountain apart to pray.”...
He prayed for power to reveal to men the divine character of His
mission, that Satan might not blind their understanding and pervert
their judgment.... In travail and conflict of soul He prayed for His
disciples.... Their long-cherished hopes, based on a popular delusion,
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were to be disappointed in a most painful and humiliating manner.
In the place of His exaltation to the throne of David they were to
witness His crucifixion. This was to be indeed His true coronation.



[47]

A Kingly Procession, February 8

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and
having salvation lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt
the foal of an ass. Zechariah 9:9.

Five hundred years before the birth of Christ, the prophet
Zechariah thus foretold the coming of the King to Israel.... Christ
was following the Jewish custom for a royal entry.... No sooner was
He seated upon the colt than a loud shout of triumph rent the air.
The multitude hailed Him as Messiah, their King....They could lead
the triumphal procession with no royal standards, but they cut down
the spreading palm boughs, Nature’s emblem of victory, and waved
them aloft with loud acclamations and hosannas....

Never before in His earthly life had Christ permitted such a
demonstration. He clearly foresaw the result. It would bring Him to
the cross. But it was His purpose thus publicly to present Himself as
the Redeemer. He desired to call attention to the sacrifice that was
to crown His mission....

Never before had the world seen such a triumphal procession.
It was not like that of the earth’s famous conquerors. No train of
mourning captives, as trophies of kingly valor, made a feature of
that scene. But about the Saviour were the glorious trophies of His
labors of love for sinful man. There were the captives whom He
had rescued from Satan’s power, praising God for their deliverance.
The blind whom He had restored to sight were leading the way. The
dumb whose tongues He had loosed shouted the loudest hosannas.
The cripples whom He had healed bounded with joy.... Lazarus,
whose body had seen corruption in the grave, but who now rejoiced
in the strength of glorious manhood, led the beast on which the
Saviour rode....
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That scene of triumph was of God’s own appointing. It had been
foretold by the prophet, and man was powerless to turn aside God’s
purpose.

As well might the priests and rulers attempt to deprive the earth
of the shining face of the sun, as to shut from the world the beams
of glory from the Sun of Righteousness. In spite of all opposition,
the kingdom of Christ was confessed by the people.



[48]

Jerusalem’s King, February 9

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
Psalm 48:2.

From the crest of Olivet, Jesus looked upon Jerusalem. Fair
and peaceful was the scene spread out before Him.... The rays
of the setting sun lighted up the snowy whiteness of its marble
walls and gleamed from golden gate and tower and pinnacle. “The
perfection of beauty” it stood, the pride of the Jewish nation. What
child of Israel could gaze upon the scene without a thrill of joy
and admiration! But far other thoughts occupied the mind of Jesus.
“When he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it” (Luke
19:41). Amid the universal rejoicing of the triumphal entry, while
palm branches waved, while glad hosannas awoke the echoes of
the hills, and thousands of voices declared Him King, the world’s
Redeemer was overwhelmed with a sudden and mysterious sorrow.
He, the Son of God, the Promised One of Israel, whose power had
conquered death and called its captives from the grave, was in tears,
not of ordinary grief, but of intense, irrepressible agony.

His tears were not for Himself.... He wept for the doomed thou-
sands of Jerusalem—because of the blindness and impenitence of
those whom He came to bless and to save....

Though rewarded with evil for good, and hatred for His love,
He had steadfastly pursued His mission of mercy. Never were those
repelled that sought His grace.... But Israel had turned from her
best Friend and only Helper. The pleadings of His love had been
despised, His counsels spurned, His warnings ridiculed....

When Christ should hang upon the cross of Calvary, Israel’s day
as a nation favored and blessed of God would be ended.... As Christ
looked upon Jerusalem, the doom of a whole city, a whole nation,
was before Him—that city, that nation, which had once been the
chosen of God, His peculiar treasure.
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The long-suffering of God toward Jerusalem only confirmed the
Jews in their stubborn impenitence.... Her children had spurned the
grace of Christ.



[49]

King of Glory, February 10

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting

doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of

glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.
Psalm 24:7, 8.

Christ came to earth as God in the guise of humanity. He as-
cended to heaven as the King of saints. His ascension was worthy of
His exalted character. He went as One mighty in battle, a conqueror,
leading captivity captive. He was attended by the heavenly host,
amid shouts and acclamations of praise and celestial song.

The disciples not only saw the Lord ascend, but they had the
testimony of the angels that He had gone to occupy His Father’s
throne in heaven.... The brightness of the heavenly escort, and the
opening of the glorious gates of God to welcome Him, were not to
be discerned by mortal eyes. Had the track of Christ to heaven been
revealed to the disciples in all its inexpressible glory, they could not
have endured the sight....

Their senses were not to become so infatuated with the glories
of heaven that they would lose sight of the character of Christ on
earth, which they were to copy in themselves. They were to keep
distinctly before their minds the beauty and majesty of His life, the
perfect harmony of all His attributes, and the mysterious union of
the divine and human in His nature.... His visible ascent from the
world was in harmony with the meekness and quiet of His life.

What a source of joy to the disciples, to know that they had such
a Friend in heaven to plead in their behalf! Through the visible
ascension of Christ all their views and contemplation of heaven are
changed.... They now looked upon it as their future home, where
mansions were being prepared for them by their loving Redeemer.
Prayer was clothed with a new interest, since it was a communion
with their Saviour....

96


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Psalm.24.7

King of Glory, February 10 97

They had a gospel to preach—Christ in human form, a Man of
sorrows; Christ in humiliation, taken by wicked hands and crucified;
Christ resurrected, and ascended to heaven, into the presence of God,
to be man’s Advocate; Christ to come again with power and great
glory in the clouds of heaven.



[50]

Ruler Over All Nations, February 11

That men may know that thou, whose name alone is
JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth. Psalm 83:18.

In the annals of human history the growth of nations, the rise and
fall of empires, appear as dependent on the will and prowess of man.
The shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be determined by
his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the curtain
1s drawn aside, and we behold, behind, above, and through all the
play and counterplay of human interests and power and passions,
the agencies of the all-merciful One, silently, patiently working out
the counsels of His own will....

Every nation that has come upon the stage of action has been
permitted to occupy its place on the earth, that it might be seen
whether it would fulfill the purpose of “the Watcher and the Holy
One.”... While the nations rejected God’s principles, and in this
rejection wrought their own ruin, it was still manifest that the divine,
overruling purpose was working through all their movements.

This lesson is taught in a wonderful symbolic representation
given to the prophet Ezekiel [chapters 1 and 10].... A number of
wheels, intersecting one another, were moved by four living beings....
The wheels were so complicated in arrangement that at first sight
they appeared to be in confusion; but they moved in perfect harmony.
Heavenly beings, sustained and guided by the hand beneath the
wings of the cherubim, were impelling these wheels; above them
upon the sapphire throne, was the Eternal One; and round about the
throne a rainbow, the emblem of divine mercy. As the wheellike
complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath the
wings of the cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is
under divine control. Amidst the strife and tumult of nations, He
that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of the earth.

The history of nations that one after another have occupied their
allotted time and place, ... speaks to us. To every nation and to every
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individual of today God has assigned a place in His great plan.... All
are by their own choice deciding their destiny, and God is overruling
all for the accomplishment of His purposes.



[51]

Limits to God’s Forbearance, February 12

It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void thy
law. Psalm 119:126.

During a vision of the night, I stood on an eminence, from which
I could see houses shaken like a reed in the wind. Buildings, great
and small, were falling to the ground. Pleasure resorts, theaters,
hotels, and the homes of the wealthy were shaken and shattered.
Many lives were blotted out of existence, and the air was filled with
the shrieks of the injured and the terrified.

The destroying angels of God were at work. One touch, and
buildings, so thoroughly constructed that men regarded them as
secure against every danger, quickly became heaps of rubbish. There
was no assurance of safety in any place.... The awfulness of the
scenes that passed before me I cannot find words to describe. It
seemed that the forbearance of God was exhausted and that the
judgment day had come.

The angel that stood at my side then instructed me that but few
have any conception of the wickedness existing in our world today,
and especially the wickedness in the large cities. He declared that the
Lord has appointed a time when He will visit transgressors in wrath
for persistent disregard of His law.... God’s supreme rulership and
the sacredness of His law must be revealed to those who persistently
refused to render obedience to the King of kings. Those who choose
to remain disloyal must be visited in mercy with judgments, in order
that, if possible, they may be aroused to a realization of the sinfulness
of their course.... While the divine Ruler bears long with perversity,
He is not deceived and will not always keep silence. His supremacy,
His authority as Ruler of the universe, must finally be acknowledged
and the just claims of His law vindicated.

There are limits even to the forbearance of God, and many are
exceeding these boundaries. They have overrun the limits of grace,
and therefore God must interfere and vindicate His own honor....
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When the Lord comes forth as an avenger, He will also come as
a protector of all those who have preserved the faith in its purity and
kept themselves unspotted from the world.



[52]

Qualifying for the Kingdom, February 13

Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. Mark 10:15.

Christ does not acknowledge any caste, color, or grade as nec-
essary to become a subject of His kingdom. Admittance to His
kingdom does not depend upon wealth or a superior heredity. But
those who are born of the Spirit are the subjects of His kingdom.
Spiritual character is that which will be recognized by Christ. His
kingdom is not of this world. His subjects are those who are par-
takers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust. And this grace is given them of God. Christ
does not find His subjects fitted for His kingdom, but He qualifies
them by His divine power. Those who have been dead in trespasses
and sins are quickened to spiritual life. The faculties which God has
given them for holy purposes are refined, purified, and exalted, and
they are led to form characters after the divine similitude....

Christ draws them to Himself by an unseen power. He is the
light of life, and He imbues them with His own Spirit. As they are
drawn into the spiritual atmosphere, they see that they have been
made the sport of Satan’s temptations, and that they have been under
his dominion; but they break the yoke of fleshly lusts, and refuse
to be the servants of sin.... They realize that they have exchanged
captains, and they take their directions from the lips of Jesus. As
a servant looks to his master, and as a maid looks to her mistress,
so these souls, drawn by the cords of love to Christ, constantly look
unto Him who is the Author and Finisher of their faith. By beholding
Jesus, by obeying His requirements, they increase in the knowledge
of God and of Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. Thus they become
changed into His image from character to character until they are
distinguished from the world, and it can be written of them: “Ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called
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you out of darkness into his marvellous light: which in time past
were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy” (1 Peter 2:9, 10).


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.Peter.2.9

[53]

Sonship, February 14

As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name. John 1:12.

When Adam’s sin plunged the race into hopeless misery, God
might have cut Himself loose from fallen beings. He might have
treated them as sinners deserved to be treated. He might have com-
manded the angels of heaven to pour out upon our world the vials
of His wrath. He might have removed this dark blot from His uni-
verse. But He did not do this. Instead of banishing them from His
presence, He came still nearer to the fallen race. He gave His Son
to become bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. “The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, ... full of grace and truth” (John
1:14). Christ by His human relationship to men drew them close
to God. He clothed His divine nature with the garb of humanity,
and demonstrated before the heavenly universe, before the unfallen
worlds, how much God loves the children of men.

The gift of God to man is beyond all computation. Nothing was
withheld. God would not permit it to be said that He could have
done more or revealed to humanity a greater measure of love. In the
gift of Christ He gave all heaven.

Divine sonship is not something that we gain of ourselves. Only
to those who receive Christ as their Saviour is given the power to
become sons and daughters of God. The sinner cannot, by any power
of his own, rid himself of sin.... But the promise of sonship is made
to all who believe on His name.” Every one who comes to Jesus in
faith will receive pardon.

God was to be manifest in Christ, “reconciling the world unto
himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). Man had become so degraded by sin
that it was impossible for him, in himself, to come into harmony
with Him whose nature is purity and goodness. But Christ, after
having redeemed man from the condemnation of the law, could
impart divine power to unite with human effort. Thus by repentance
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toward God and faith in Christ the fallen children of Adam might
once more become “sons of God.”

When a soul receives Christ, he receives power to live the life of
Christ.



[54]

Adopted Sons and Daughters, February 15

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made us accepted in the beloved. Ephesians 1:5, 6.

Before the foundations of the earth were laid the covenant was
made that all who were obedient, all who should through the abun-
dant grace provided become holy in character and without blame
before God by appropriating that grace, should be children of God.

We owe everything to grace, free grace, sovereign grace. Grace
in the covenant ordained our adoption. Grace in the Saviour effected
our redemption, our regeneration, and our adoption to heirship with
Christ.

As we fully believe that we are His by adoption, we may have
a foretaste of heaven.... We have a nearness to Him, and can hold
sweet communion with Him. We obtain distinct views of His ten-
derness and compassion, and our hearts are broken and melted with
contemplation of the love that is given to us. We feel indeed an
abiding Christ in the soul. We abide in Him, and feel at home with
Jesus.... We have a realizing sense of the love of God, and we rest in
His love. No language can describe it, it is beyond knowledge. We
are one with Christ, our life is hid with Christ in God. We have the
assurance that when He who is our life shall appear, then shall we
also appear with Him in glory. With strong confidence we can call
God our Father.

All who have been born into the heavenly family are in a special
sense the brethren of our Lord. The love of Christ binds together the
members of His family, and wherever that love is manifest there the
divine relationship is revealed....

Love to man is the earthward manifestation of the love of God.
It was to implant this love, to make us children of one family, that
the King of glory became one with us. And when His parting words
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are fulfilled, “Love one another, as I have loved you” (John 15:12);
when we love the world as He has loved it, then for us His mission
is accomplished. We are fitted for heaven; for we have heaven in our
hearts.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.John.15.12

[55]

The Redemption Price, February 16

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us. Hebrews 9:12.

Every soul is precious, because it has been purchased by the
precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Some speak of the Jewish age as a Christless period, without
mercy or grace. To such are applicable the words of Christ to the
Sadducees, “Ye know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God”
(Mark 12:24). The period of the Jewish economy was one of won-
derful manifestations of divine power....

The very system of sacrifices was devised by Christ, and given
to Adam as typifying a Saviour to come, who would bear the sins of
the world, and die for its redemption....

The blood of the Son of God was symbolized by the blood of the
slain victim, and God would have clear and definite ideas preserved
between the sacred and the common. Blood was sacred, inasmuch
as through the shedding of the blood of the Son of God alone could
there be atonement for sin. Blood was also used to cleanse the
sanctuary from the sins of the people, thus typifying the blood of
Christ which alone can cleanse from sin.

Our Saviour declares that He brought from heaven as a donation
eternal life. He was to be lifted up upon the cross of Calvary to draw
all men unto Him. How then shall we treat the purchased inheritance
of Christ? Tenderness, appreciation, kindness, sympathy, and love
should be shown to them. Then we may work to help and bless one
another. In this work we have more than human brotherhood. We
have the exalted companionship of heavenly angels. They cooperate
with us in the work of enlightening high and low....

Christ determined in council with His Father to spare nothing,
however costly, to withhold nothing however highly it might be
estimated, that would rescue the poor sinner. He would give all
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heaven to this work of salvation, of restoring the moral image of
God in man.... To be a child of God is to be one with Christ in
God, and to put forth our hands in earnest, self-sacrificing love to
strengthen and bless the souls that are perishing in their sins.



[56]

Abraham and His Children, February 17

If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise. Galatians 3:29.

Of Abraham it is written that “he was called the friend of God,”
“the father of all them that believe™....

It was a high honor to which Abraham was called, that of being
the father of the people who for centuries were the guardians and
preservers of the truth of God for the world—of that people through
whom all the nations of the earth should be blessed in the advent of
the promised Messiah.

Abraham was honored by the surrounding nations as a mighty
prince and a wise and able chief. He did not shut away his influence
from his neighbors. His life and character, in their marked contrast
with those of the worshipers of idols, exerted a telling influence in
favor of the true faith. His allegiance to God was unswerving, while
his affability and benevolence inspired confidence and friendship,
and his unaffected greatness commanded respect and honor.

His religion was not held as a precious treasure to be jealously
guarded and enjoyed solely by the possessor. True religion cannot
be thus held; for such a spirit is contrary to the principles of the
gospel. While Christ is dwelling in the heart, it is impossible to
conceal the light of His presence, or for that light to grow dim. On
the contrary, it will grow brighter and brighter as day by day the
mists of selfishness and sin that envelop the soul are dispelled by the
bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness.

The people of God are His representatives upon the earth, and
He intends that they shall be lights in the moral darkness of this
world. Scattered all over the country, in the towns, cities, and vil-
lages, they are God’s witnesses, the channels through which He will
communicate to an unbelieving world the knowledge of His will and
the wonders of His grace. It is His plan that all who are partakers
of the great salvation shall be missionaries for Him. The piety of
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the Christian constitutes the standard by which worldlings judge
the gospel. Trials patiently borne, blessings gratefully received,
meekness, kindness, mercy, and love, habitually exhibited, are the
lights that shine forth in the character before the world.



[57]

Citizens of Heaven, February 18

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.
Ephesians 2:19.

The people of God—the true Israel—though scattered through-
out all nations, are on earth but sojourners, whose citizenship is in
heaven.

The condition of being received into the Lord’s family is coming
out from the world, separating from all its contaminating influences.
The people of God are to have no connection with idolatry in any
of its forms. They are to reach a higher standard. We are to be
distinguished from the world, and then God says, “I will receive you
as members of My royal family, children of the heavenly King.” As
believers in the truth we are to be distinct in practice from sin and
sinners. Our citizenship is in heaven.

We should realize more clearly the value of the promises God has
made to us, and appreciate more deeply the honor He has given us.
God can bestow no higher honor upon mortals than to adopt them
into His family, giving them the privilege of calling Him Father.
There is no degradation in becoming children of God.

We are strangers and pilgrims in this world. We are to wait,
watch, pray, and work. The whole mind, the whole soul, the whole
heart, and the whole strength are purchased by the blood of the Son
of God. We are not to feel it our duty to wear a pilgrim’s dress of
just such a color, just such a shape, but neat, modest apparel, that
the word of inspiration teaches us we should wear. If our hearts are
united with Christ’s heart, we shall have a most intense desire to be
clothed with His righteousness. Nothing will be put upon the person
to attract attention, or to create controversy.

Christianity—how many there are who do not know what it is!
It is not something put on the outside. It is a life inwrought with
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the life of Jesus. It means that we are wearing the robe of Christ’s
righteousness.

Citizens of heaven will make the best citizens of earth. A correct
view of our duty to God leads to clear perceptions of our duty to our
fellow men.



[58]

The Test of Loyalty, February 19

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
John 14:21.

It is essential that every subject of the kingdom of God should be
obedient to the law of Jehovah.... The fact that the law is holy, just,
and good is to be testified before all nations, tongues, and peoples, to
worlds unfallen, to angels, seraphim, and cherubim. The principles
of the law of God were wrought out in the character of Jesus Christ,
and he who cooperates with Christ, becoming a partaker of the divine
nature, will develop the divine character, and become an illustration
of the divine law....

The more we study the attributes of the character of God as
revealed in Christ, the more we see that justice has been sustained
in the sacrifice that met the penalty of the law, ... in order that man
might have another probation.... Those who are obedient to the law
of the government of God while in this brief probation, ... will be
pronounced in heaven loyal children of the Lord of Hosts....

By both creation and redemption we are the Lord’s property.
We are absolutely His subjects, and amenable to the laws of His
kingdom. Let no one foster the delusion that the Lord God of heaven
and earth has no law by which to control and govern His subjects.
We are dependent upon God for everything we enjoy. The food
which we eat, the clothing we wear, the atmosphere we breathe, the
life we enjoy from day to day, are received from God. We are under
obligation to be governed by His will, to acknowledge Him as our
supreme ruler....

We are under a debt of gratitude to God for the revelation of
His love in Christ Jesus; and as intelligent human agents, we are
to reveal to the world the manner of character that will result from
obedience to every specification of the law of God’s government.
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In perfect obedience to His holy will, we are to manifest adoration,
love, cheerfulness, and praise, and thus honor and glorify God. It
is in this way alone that man may reveal the character of God in
Christ to the world, and make manifest to men that happiness, peace,
assurance, and grace come from obedience to the law of God.



[59]

God’s Claims are First, February 20

We ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5:29.

The message that we have to bear is not one that we need cringe
to declare. Its advocates are not to seek to cover it, to conceal its
origin and purpose. As those who have made solemn vows to God,
and who have been commissioned as the messengers of Christ, as
stewards of the mysteries of grace, we are under obligation to declare
faithfully the whole counsel of God.

We are not to make less prominent the special truths that have
separated us from the world, and made us what we are; for they are
fraught with eternal interests. God has given us light in regard to the
things that are now taking place, and with pen and voice we are to
proclaim the truth to the world.

The Sabbath is the Lord’s test, and no man, be he king, priest, or
ruler, 1s authorized to come between God and man. Those who seek
to be conscience for their fellow men, place themselves above God.
Those who are under the influence of a false religion, who observe a
spurious rest day, will set aside the most positive evidence in regard
to the true Sabbath. They will try to compel men to obey the laws
of their own creation, laws that are directly opposed to the law of
God.... The law for the observance of the first day of the week is
the production of an apostate Christendom.... In no case are God’s
people to pay it homage.

The banner of truth and religious liberty held aloft by the
founders of the gospel church and by God’s witnesses during the
centuries that have passed since then, has, in this last conflict, been
committed to our hands.... We are to recognize human government
as an ordinance of divine appointment, and teach obedience to it
as a sacred duty, within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims
conflict with the claims of God, we must obey God rather than men.
God’s word must be recognized as above all human legislation. A
“Thus saith the Lord” is not to be set aside for a “Thus saith the

116


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Acts.5.29

God’s Claims are First, February 20 117

church” or a “Thus saith the state.” The crown of Christ is to be
lifted above the diadems of earthly potentates.



[60]

Above Earthly Kingdoms, February 21

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. Matthew 5:19.

The qualities which shine with greatest luster in the kingdoms
of the world, have no place in Christ’s spiritual kingdom. That
which is highly exalted among men, and brings exaltation to its
possessor, such as caste, rank, position, or wealth, is not esteemed in
the spiritual kingdom. The Lord says, “Them that honour me, I will
honour” (1 Samuel 2:30). In Christ’s kingdom men are distinguished
according to their piety....

The kingdom of heaven is of a higher order than any earthly
kingdom. Whether we shall have a higher position or a lower posi-
tion, will not be determined by our rank, wealth, or education, but by
the character of the obedience rendered to the word of God. Those
who have been actuated by selfishness and human ambition, who
have been striving to be greatest, who have been self-important, who
have felt above confessing mistakes and errors, will have no place
in the kingdom of God. Whether men will be honored as members
of the royal family of God, will be determined by the manner in
which they bear the test and proving of God that is brought to bear
upon them in this life. Those who have not been self-denying, who
have not manifested sympathy for the woes of others, who have not
cultivated the precious attributes of love, who have not manifested
forbearance and meekness in this life, will not be changed when
Christ comes....

The character which we now manifest is deciding our future
destiny. The happiness of heaven will be found by conforming to
the will of God, and if men become members of the royal family
in heaven, it will be because heaven has begun with them on earth.
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They have cherished the mind of Christ, and when the call comes,
“Child, come up higher,” the righteous will take every grace, every
precious, sanctified ability, into the courts above, and exchange earth
for heaven. God knows who are the loyal and true subjects of His
kingdom on earth, and those who do His will upon earth as it is done
in heaven, will be made the members of the royal family above.



[61]

Blessings Through Obedience, February 22

I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my
heart. Psalm 40:8.

What a God is our God! He rules over His kingdom with dili-
gence and care, and He has built a hedge—the Ten Commandments—
about His subjects to preserve them from the results of transgression.
In requiring obedience to the laws of His kingdom, God gives His
people health and happiness, peace and joy. He teaches them that the
perfection of character He requires can be attained only by becoming
familiar with His Word.

The true seeker, who is striving to be like Jesus in word, life,
and character, will contemplate his Redeemer and, by beholding,
become changed into His image, because he longs and prays for the
same disposition and mind that was in Christ Jesus.... He longs after
God. The history of his Redeemer, the immeasurable sacrifice that
He made, becomes full of meaning to him. Christ, the Majesty of
heaven, became poor, that we through His poverty might become
rich; not rich merely in endowments, but rich in attainments.

These are the riches that Christ earnestly longs that His followers
shall possess. As the true seeker after the truth reads the Word and
opens his mind to receive the Word, he longs after truth with his
whole heart. The love, the pity, the tenderness, the courtesy, the
Christian politeness, which will be the elements in the heavenly
mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for those that love Him, take
possession of his soul. His purpose is steadfast. He is determined
to stand on the side of righteousness. Truth has found its way into
the heart, and is planted there by the Holy Spirit, who is the truth.
When truth takes hold of the heart, the man gives sure evidence of
this by becoming a steward of the grace of Christ.

Each steward has his own special work to do for the advancement
of God’s kingdom.... The talents of speech, memory, influence,
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property, are to accumulate for the glory of God and the advancement
of His kingdom. He will bless the right use of His gifts.



[62]

Stewards of God’s Grace, February 23

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same
one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1 Peter 4:10.

The knowledge of God’s grace, the truths of His Word, and
temporal gifts as well—time and means, talents and influence—are
all a trust from God to be employed to His glory and the salvation
of men. Nothing can be more offensive to God, who is constantly
bestowing His gifts upon man, than to see him selfishly grasping
these gifts and making no returns to the Giver. Jesus is today in
heaven preparing mansions for those who love Him; yes, more than
mansions, a kingdom which is to be ours. But all who shall inherit
these blessings must be partakers of the self-denial and self-sacrifice
of Christ for the good of others.

Never was there greater need of earnest, self-sacrificing labor in
the cause of Christ than now, when the hours of probation are fast
closing and the last message of mercy is to be given to the world....

All that men receive of God’s bounty still belongs to God. What-
ever He has bestowed in the valuable and beautiful things of earth
is placed in our hands to test us, to sound the depths of our love for
Him and our appreciation of His favors. Whether it be the treasures
of wealth or of intellect, they are to be laid, a willing offering, at the
feet of Jesus....

Whatever we render to God is, through His mercy and generosity,
placed to our account as faithful stewards.... Angels of God, whose
perceptions are unclouded by sin, recognize the endowments of
heaven as bestowed with the intention that they be returned in such
a way as to add to the glory of the great Giver. With the sovereignty
of God is bound up the well-being of man. The glory of God is the
joy and the blessing of all created beings. When we seek to promote
His glory we are seeking for ourselves the highest good which it is
possible for us to receive.... God calls for the consecration to His
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service of every faculty, of every gift, you have received from Him.
He wants you to say, with David: “All things come of thee, and of
thine own have we given thee” (1 Chronicles 29:14).
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[63]

Stewards of Truth, February 24

Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he
hath done for my soul. Psalm 66:16.

Wherever there is life, there is increase and growth; in God’s
kingdom there is a constant interchange—taking in, and giving out;
receiving, and returning to the Lord His own. God works with every
true believer, and the light and blessings received are given out again
in the work which the believer does. Thus the capacity for receiving
is increased. As one imparts of the heavenly gifts, he makes room
for fresh currents of grace and truth to flow into the soul from the
living fountain. Greater light, increased knowledge and blessing,
are his. In this work, which devolves upon every church member,
1s the life and growth of the church. He whose life consists in ever
receiving and never giving, soon loses the blessing. If truth does not
flow forth from him to others, he loses his capacity to receive. We
must impart the goods of heaven if we desire fresh blessings.

As the knowledge of truth is imparted, it will increase. All who
receive the gospel message into the heart will long to proclaim it.
The heaven-born love of Christ must find expression. Those who
have put on Christ will relate their experience, tracing step by step
the leadings of the Holy Spirit—their hungering and thirsting for
the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent, the
results of their searching of the Scriptures, their prayers, their soul
agony, and the words of Christ to them, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.”

It is unnatural for any to keep these things secret, and those who
are filled with the love of Christ will not do so. In proportion as the
Lord has made them the depositaries of sacred truth will be their
desire that others shall receive the same blessing. And as they make
known the rich treasures of God’s grace, more and still more of the
grace of Christ will be imparted to them. They will have the heart of
a little child in its simplicity and unreserved obedience. Their souls
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will pant after holiness and more and more of the treasures of truth
and grace will be revealed to them to be given to the world.



[64]

Stewards of Strength, February 25

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.
Mark 12:30.

To every man is committed individual gifts, termed talents. Some
regard these talents as being limited to certain men who possess su-
perior mental endowments and genius. But God has not restricted the
bestowal of His talents to a favored few. To every one is committed
some special endowment, for which he will be held responsible by
the Lord. Time, reason, means, strength, mental powers, tenderness
of heart—all are gifts from God, entrusted to be used in the great
work of blessing humanity.

In the capital of strength a precious talent has been entrusted
to men for labor. This is of more value than any bank deposit,
and should be more highly prized.... It is a blessing that cannot be
purchased with gold or silver, houses or lands; and God requires
it to be used wisely. No man has a right to sacrifice this talent to
the corroding influence of inaction. All are as accountable for the
capital of physical strength as for their capital of means....

The essential lesson of contented industry in the necessary duties
of life is yet to be learned by many of Christ’s followers. It requires
more grace, more stern discipline of character, to work for God in
the capacity of mechanic, merchant, lawyer, or farmer, carrying the
precepts of Christianity into the ordinary business of life, than to
labor as an acknowledged missionary in the open field. It requires
a strong spiritual nerve to bring religion into the workshop and the
business office, sanctifying the details of everyday life, and ordering
every transaction according to the standard of God’s word. But this
is what the Lord requires.

Religion and business are not two separate things; they are one.
Bible religion is to be interwoven with all we do or say. Divine and
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human agencies are to combine in temporal as well as in spiritual
achievements.

We are to love God, not only with all the heart, mind, and soul,
but with all the strength. This covers the full, intelligent use of the
physical powers.



[65]

Stewards of Influence, February 26

Lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; and
make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be
turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. Follow peace
with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord: looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God.
Hebrews 12:12-15.

These words should teach us to be very careful how we snap
the thread of our faith by dwelling on our difficulties until they are
large in our own eyes, and in the eyes of others, who cannot read
our inner, heart life. All should remember that the conversation has
a great influence for good or for ill.... Do not allow the enemy so to
use your tongue.... Do not exert an influence that will break the hold
of any trembling soul from God....

The graces of Christ’s Spirit must be cherished and revealed by
the sons and daughters of God. By their humility, their penitence,
their desire to be like Jesus, to be conformed to His will by practicing
His lessons in their daily life, they honor Him....

“Ye are God’s husbandry” (1 Corinthians 3:9). As one takes
pleasure in the cultivation of a garden, so God takes pleasure in His
believing sons and daughters. A garden demands constant labor.
The weeds must be removed; new plants must be set out; branches
that are making too rapid development must be pruned back. So
the Lord works for His garden, so He tends His plants. He cannot
take pleasure in any development that does not reveal the graces
of the character of Christ. The blood of Christ has made men and
women God’s precious charge. Then how careful should we be not
to manifest too much freedom in pulling up the plants that God
has placed in His garden! Some plants are so feeble that they have
hardly any life, and for these the Lord has a special care.

In all your transactions with your fellow men, never forget that
you are dealing with God’s property. Be kind; be pitiful; be courte-
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ous. Respect God’s purchased possession. Treat one another with
tenderness and courtesy. Exert every God-given faculty to become
examples to others....

Let Him who knows the heart and all its waywardness be able
to deal with you in mercy because you have shown mercy and
compassion and love.... (Hebrews 12:13).


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Hebrews.12.13

[66]

Your Royal Birth, February 27

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that
ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 2 Corinthians 6:1.

Many who claim to be Christians are not Christians.... God
takes none to heaven but those who are first made saints in this
world through the grace of Christ, those in whom He can see Christ
exemplified....

“The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy” (James 5:11)....
He looks upon His redeemed heritage with pity. He is ready to
pardon their sins if they will surrender and be loyal to Him. In order
to be just, and yet the justifier of the sinner, He laid the punishment
of sin upon His only begotten Son.... For Christ’s sake He pardons
those that fear Him. He does not see in them the vileness of the
sinner; He recognizes in them the likeness of His Son, in whom they
believe. In this way only can God take pleasure in any of us. “As
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 1:12).

Were it not for Christ’s atoning sacrifice, there would be nothing
in us in which God could delight. All the natural goodness of man
i1s worthless in God’s sight. He does not take pleasure in any man
who retains his old nature, and is not so renewed in knowledge and
grace that he is a new man in Christ. Our education, our talents, our
means, are gifts entrusted to us by God, that He may test us. If we
use them for self-glorification, God says, “I cannot delight in them;
for Christ has died for them in vain™....

To adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour, we must have the
mind that was in Christ. Our likes and dislikes, our desire to be first,
to favor self to the disadvantage of others, must be overcome. The
peace of God must rule in our hearts. Christ must be in us a living,
working principle....

By your obedience to God, respect yourselves as the purchased
possession of His dear Son. Seek to be uplifted in Christ. This
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work 1s as lasting as eternity.... Shall we, sons and daughters of
God, forget our royal birth? Shall we not rather honor our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ? Shall we not show forth the praises of Him
who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light?



[67]

A Share in Christ’s Kingdom, February 28

I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed
unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
Luke 22:29, 30.

What a promise is this! Christ’s faithful ones are to be sharers
with Him in the kingdom He has received from His Father. This is
a spiritual kingdom, in which those who are most active in serving
their brethren are the greatest. Christ’s servants, under His direction,
are to administer the affairs of His kingdom. They are to eat and
drink at His table, that is, be admitted to near communion with Him.

Those who search for worldly distinction and glory make a sad
mistake. Itis the one who denies self, giving to others the preference,
who will sit nearest to Christ on His throne. He who reads the
heart sees the true merit possessed by His lowly, self-sacrificing
disciples, and because they are worthy He places them in positions
of distinction, though they do not realize their worthiness and do not
seek for honor....

God places no value on outward display or boasting. Many who
in this life are looked upon as superior to others, will one day see
that God values men according to their compassion and self-denial....
Those who follow the example of Him who went about doing good,
who help and bless their fellow men, trying always to lift them up,
are in God’s sight infinitely higher than the selfish ones who exalt
themselves.

God does not accept men because of their capabilities, but be-
cause they seek His face, desiring His help. God sees not as man
sees. He judges not from appearances. He searches the heart, and
judges righteously....

He accepts and communes with His lowly, unpretentious fol-
lowers; for in them He sees the most precious material, which will
stand the test of storm and tempest, heat and pressure. Our object in
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working for the Master should be that His name may be glorified in
the conversion of sinners....

Let us rejoice that the Lord does not measure the workers in
His vineyard by their learning or by the educational advantages they
have had. The tree is judged by its fruit. The Lord will cooperate
with those who cooperate with Him.



134 God’s Amazing Grace




March [68]



Heaven’s Highest Attraction, March 1

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:16.

After pointing to Christ, the compassionate intercessor who is
“touched with the feeling of our infirmities,” the apostle says: “Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace....” The throne of
grace represents the kingdom of grace; for the existence of a throne
implies the existence of a kingdom.

God’s appointments and grants in our behalf are without limit.
The throne of grace is itself the highest attraction because occupied
by One who permits us to call Him Father. But God did not deem
the principle of salvation complete while invested only with His own
love. By His appointment He has placed at His altar an Advocate
clothed with our nature. As our Intercessor, His office work is to
introduce us to God as His sons and daughters. Christ intercedes in
behalf of those who have received Him. To them He gives power, by
virtue of His own merits, to become members of the royal family,
children of the heavenly King. And the Father demonstrates His
infinite love for Christ, who paid our ransom with His blood, by
receiving and welcoming Christ’s friends as His friends. He is
satisfied with the atonement made. He is glorified by the incarnation,
the life, death, and mediation of His Son.

No sooner does the child of God approach the mercy seat than
he becomes the client of the great Advocate. At his first utterance of
penitence and appeal for pardon Christ espouses his case and makes
it His own, presenting the supplication before the Father as His own
request.

As Christ intercedes in our behalf, the Father lays open all the
treasures of His grace for our appropriation, to be enjoyed and to be
communicated to others. “Ask in my name,” Christ says; “I do not
say that I will pray the Father for you; for the Father Himself loveth
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you, because you have loved Me. Make use of My name. This will
give your prayers efficiency, and the Father will give you the riches

of His grace; wherefore, ‘ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full’ (John 16:24).”


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.John.16.24

[69]

Christ is Priest Upon the Throne, March 2

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. Hebrews 4:14.

In the temple in heaven, the dwelling place of God, His throne is
established in righteousness and judgment. In the most holy place is
His law, the great rule of right by which all mankind are tested. The
ark that enshrines the tables of the law is covered with the mercy
seat, before which Christ pleads His blood in the sinner’s behalf.
Thus is represented the union of justice and mercy in the plan of
human redemption....

As a priest, Christ is now set down with the Father in His throne.
Upon the throne with the eternal, self-existent One, is He who “hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows” (Isaiah 53:4), who “was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15)....
“If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father” (1 John 2:1).
His intercession is that of a pierced and broken body, of a spotless
life. The wounded hands, the pierced side, the marred feet, plead for
fallen man, whose redemption was purchased at such infinite cost.

The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanctuary above
1s as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon the
cross.... Through defects in the character, Satan works to gain control
of the whole mind, and he knows that if these defects are cherished,
he will succeed. Therefore he is constantly seeking to deceive the
followers of Christ with his fatal sophistry that it is impossible for
them to overcome. But Jesus pleads in their behalf His wounded
hands, His bruised body; and He declares to all who would follow
Him: “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9).... Let
none, then, regard their defects as incurable. God will give faith and
grace to overcome them.

We are now living in the great day of atonement.... All who
would have their names retained in the book of life should now, in
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the few remaining days of their probation, afflict their souls before
God by sorrow for sin and true repentance. There must be deep,
faithful searching of heart.



[70]

Encircled by a Rainbow, March 3

Behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne ...
and there was a rainbow round about the throne. Revelation
4:2, 3.

The rainbow of promise encircling the throne on high is an
everlasting testimony that “God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). It testifies to the universe that
God will never forsake His people in their struggle with evil. It is an
assurance to us of strength and protection as long as the throne itself
shall endure.

As the bow in the cloud is formed by the union of the sunlight
and the shower, so the rainbow encircling the throne represents the
combined power of mercy and justice. It is not justice alone that is
to be maintained; for this would eclipse the glory of the rainbow of
promise above the throne; man could see only the penalty of the law.
Were there no justice, no penalty, there would be no stability to the
government of God.

It is the mingling of judgment and mercy that makes salvation
full and complete. It is the blending of the two that leads us, as we
view the world’s Redeemer and the law of Jehovah, to exclaim, “Thy
gentleness hath made me great” (2 Samuel 22:36). We know that the
gospel is a perfect and complete system, revealing the immutability
of the law of God.... Mercy invites us to enter through the gates into
the city of God, and justice is sacrificed to accord to every obedient
soul full privileges as a member of the royal family, a child of the
heavenly King.

By faith let us look upon the rainbow round about the throne,
the cloud of sins confessed behind it. The rainbow of promise is an
assurance to every humble, contrite, believing soul, that his life is
one with Christ, and that Christ is one with God. The wrath of God
will not fall upon one soul that seeks refuge in Him. God Himself
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has declared, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” “The bow
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember
the everlasting covenant” (Exodus 12:13; Genesis 9:16).
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[71]

In the Most Holy Place, March 4

The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence
before him. Habakkuk 2:20.

I saw a throne, and on it sat the Father and the Son. I gazed on
Jesus’ countenance and admired His lovely person. The Father’s
person I could not behold, for a cloud of glorious light covered Him.
I asked Jesus if His Father had a form like Himself. He said He had,
but I could not behold it, for said He, “If you should once behold the
glory of His person, you would cease to exist™....

I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming chariot go
into the holy of holies within the veil, and sit down.... Then a cloudy
chariot, with wheels like flaming fire, surrounded by angels, came
to where Jesus was. He stepped into the chariot and was borne to
the holiest, where the Father sat. There I beheld Jesus, a great High
Priest, standing before the Father.

Two lovely cherubs, one on each side of the ark, stood with
their wings outstretched above it, and touching each other above
the head of Jesus as He stood before the mercy seat. Their faces
were turned toward each other, and they looked downward to the ark,
representing all the angelic host looking with interest at the law of
God. Between the cherubim was a golden censer, and as the prayers
of the saints, offered in faith, came up to Jesus, and He presented
them to His Father, a cloud of fragrance arose from the incense,
looking like smoke of most beautiful colors. Above the place where
Jesus stood, before the ark, was exceedingly bright glory that I could
not look upon; it appeared like the throne of God.

Our crucified Lord is pleading for us in the presence of the Father
at the throne of grace. His atoning sacrifice we may plead for our
pardon, our justification, and our sanctification. The lamb slain is
our only hope. Our faith looks up to Him, grasps Him as the One
who can save to the uttermost, and the fragrance of the all-sufficient
offering is accepted of the Father.... Christ’s glory is concerned in
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our success. He has a common interest in all humanity. He is our
sympathizing Saviour.



[72]

Guarded by Seraphim, March 5

I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up,
and his train filled the temple. Isaiah 6:1.

When God was about to send Isaiah with a message to His people,
He first permitted the prophet to look in vision into the holy of holies
within the sanctuary. Suddenly the gate and the inner veil of the
temple seemed to be uplifted or withdrawn, and he was permitted
to gaze within, upon the holy of holies, where even the prophet’s
feet might not enter. There rose before him a vision of Jehovah
sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, while the train of His glory
filled the temple. Around the throne were seraphim, as guards about
the great King, and they reflected the glory that surrounded them.
As their songs of prai