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August 15, 1892

Sufferings of Christ

The fearful hour in Gethsemane is past. Our divine Saviour has
accepted the cup to drain it to the dregs. In behalf of man He has
conquered in the hour of temptation. Serenity and peace are now
seen in the pale, blood-stained face. The third time He comes to
his disciples, and finds them overcome with sleep. Sorrowfully and
pityingly He looks upon them, and says, “Sleep on now, and take
your rest.” Even while these words were upon his lips, He heard the
footsteps of the mob that was in search of Him. And He continued,
“Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; behold, he is at hand that
doth betray Me.”

The countenance of Christ wore an expression of calm dignity.
The traces of his recent agony were not visible as He went forth to
meet his betrayer. Judas, closely followed by the priests, led the
way. Standing in advance of his disciples, Jesus inquires, “Whom
seek ye?” They answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” The Saviour replies, “I
am He.” At these words the mob stagger backward, and the priests,
the elders, the hardened soldiers, and even Judas, fall powerless to
the ground, giving ample opportunity for Christ to release Himself
if He so desires. But He stands as one glorified amid that coarse and
hardened band.

The Roman soldiers start to their feet, and, with the priests and
Judas, they gather about Christ as though ashamed of their weakness,
and fearful that He will yet escape out of their hands. Again the
question is asked by the Redeemer, “Whom seek ye?” Again they
answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replies, “I have told you that I
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am He. If therefore ye seek Me, let these go their way.” In this hour
of humiliation, Christ’s thoughts are not for Himself, but for his
beloved disciples. He wishes to save them from any further trial.

Judas does not forget his part, but comes close to Jesus, and takes
his hand as a familiar friend, and bestows the traitor’s kiss. Jesus
says to him, “Friend, wherefore art thou come?” His voice trembled
with sorrow as He addressed deluded Judas, “Betrayest thou the Son
of man with a kiss.” This appeal should have aroused the conscience
of Judas, and touched his stubborn heart; but honor, fidelity, and
even human tenderness, seemed to have left him. He stood bold and
defiant, showing no disposition to relent. He had given himself up
to the control of Satan, to work wickedness, and he had no will to
resist. Jesus did not refuse the traitor’s kiss. In this He gives us an
example of forbearance, love, and pity, that is without a parallel.

Though the murderous throng are surprised and awed by what
they have seen and felt, their assurance and hardihood return as they
witness the boldness of Judas in touching the person of Him whom
so recently they have seen glorified.

When the disciples saw that He permitted Himself to be taken,
they were offended, and forsook Him and fled, leaving their Master
alone. Christ had foreseen this desertion, and in the upper chamber,
before it took place, had told them of what they would do: “Behold,
the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every
man to his own, and shall leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone,
because the Father is with Me.”

He was betrayed by a kiss into the hands of his enemies; He
was hurried to the judgment hall of an earthly court, by sinful men
to be derided and condemned to death. There the glorious Son of
God “was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities.” He bore insult, mockery, and shameful abuse, until his
“visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than
the sons of men.”

The angelic host beheld with wonder and with grief Him who had
been the Majesty of heaven, and had worn the crown of glory, now
crowned with thorns, a bleeding victim to the rage of an infuriated
mob, who were fired to insane madness by the wrath of Satan.

Wonder, O heavens, and be astonished, O earth! Behold the
oppressor and the oppressed! A multitude inclose the Saviour of
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the world. Mockings and jeerings are mingled with coarse oaths of
blasphemy. His lowly birth and humble life are commented upon by
the unfeeling mob. His claim to be the Son of God is ridiculed by
chief priests and elders, and the vulgar jest and insulting sneer are
passed from lip to lip. Satan controlled the minds of his servants.
He imbued the chief priests and elders with religious frenzy. This
they communicated to the mob until a corrupt harmony united all,
from the hypocritical priests and elders down to the most debased.

Christ, the precious Son of God, is led forth, and the cross is laid
upon his shoulders. His footsteps to Calvary are marked with blood.
Thronged by an immense crowd of bitter enemies and unfeeling
spectators, He is led away to the crucifixion. “He was oppressed,
and He was afflicted, yet He opened not his mouth. He is brought as
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so He openeth not his mouth.”

He is nailed to the cross, and hangs suspended between the
heavens and the earth. His sorrowing disciples have followed Him
at a distance, behind the murderous throng. Their hearts are bursting
with anguish as their beloved Teacher suffers as a criminal. Close
to the cross are the blind, bigoted priests and elders, mocking and
jeering: “Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three
days, save Thyself. If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the
cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes
and elders, said, He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be
the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe Him. He trusted in God: let Him deliver Him now, if
He will have Him; for He said, I am the Son of God.”

Not one word did Jesus answer to all this. Even while the nails
were being driven through his hands, and the sweat-drops of agony
were thick upon his brow, He breathed a prayer of pardoning love
for his murderers: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do.”

O, was there ever suffering and sorrow like that endured by the
dying Saviour! But it was not physical suffering, it was the sense
of his alienation from God, that made his cup so bitter. It was not
physical suffering that so quickly ended the life of Christ upon the
cross. It was the crushing weight of the sins of the world, that broke
his heart. The Father’s glory and sustaining presence had left Him;
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it was this that forced from his lips the anguished cry, “My God, my
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”



September 1, 1892

The Value of our School Work
EGW

We have erected institutions of learning in different lands, be-
cause it was not safe to intrust our youth to the influence of irreligious
teachers, or even to those who would inculcate doctrinal errors. The
necessity of instruction in the Bible, as well as in secular branches
of learning, is apparent, and it is also essential that our youth have
the benefits of manual training. In order to develop symmetrical
characters, it is not only necessary to have thorough intellectual
culture, but also a training of the physical powers.

There is a great work to be done for our youth, and for this reason
we would urge them to take every advantage whereby they may be
educated. We would invite them to attend our school, that they
may come under the influence of intelligent, God-fearing teachers.
Teachers in our schools should be persons of elevated character;
for the tastes of those who attend school must be refined, their
imaginations must become pure and elevated. Their aspirations must
be purified through the power of Christ. If they yield themselves to
his control, they will be fitted for positions of responsibility. They
must be influenced to form correct habits; for every soul redeemed
by the blood of Christ has an exalted destiny to fulfil. No one liveth
to himself; all exert an influence for good or evil and in view of
this the apostle enjoins young men to be “sober minded.” How can
they be otherwise when they consider the fact that they are to be
co-workers with Christ, partakers with Him of his self-denial, self
sacrifice, his forbearance and gracious benevolence?
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The apostle says, “I have written unto you, young men, because
ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have
overcome the wicked one.” God has chosen young men to be his
agents in the work of advancing and upbuilding his cause. They are
not to be seekers after amusement; they are not to live for selfish
gratification, but for the salvation of souls. They are to be sober
minded. In their God-given manhood, they are to rise above every
enslaving, debasing habit, and cultivate their minds so that they
may appreciate their high calling, and ponder well the paths of their
feet. They are to study their Bibles carefully and prayerfully, to
look for the waymarks, and inquire diligently whither their path is
leading,—heavenward or to perdition.

How important it is that youth begin active life aright. A little
diversion from the path of right at the beginning, will lead farther
and farther away from the way of truth and happiness. One careless
step will place you upon the enemy’s ground, and through yielding
to temptation, your intellectual and moral energies will be benumbed
and paralyzed.

It is to fortify the youth against the temptations of the enemy
that we have established schools where they may be qualified for
usefulness in this life, and for the service of God. Those who have
an eye single to God’s glory, will earnestly desire to fit themselves
for special service; for the love of Christ will have a controlling
influence upon them. The love of God imparts more than finite
energy, and qualifies for divine achievements. The work of those
who love God will make manifest the character of their motives: for
the salvation of those for whom Christ has paid an infinite price,
will be the object of their effort. All other considerations,—home
family, social enjoyment, will be secondary to the work of God; for
they will follow the example of Christ. Christ showed his love for
fallen man in leaving the heaven of bliss, the love and honor of the
angels, to come to the world to meet man in his fallen condition.
He worked to reform men, to fit them for a pure and holy heaven.
He stopped at no sacrifice; He hesitated not at any self-denial, but
for our sakes became poor that we through his poverty might be
made rich. Jesus did not refuse to work among a rough, uncultured,
depraved class. His sympathy for fallen man led Him to seek for the
lost wherever they were, and to adapt his method of working to meet
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the wants of those for whom He labored. Workers for God must
work as Christ worked, hesitating not to seek for the lost, though
they are immersed in darkness, sunken in vice, and stained with
sin. They must understand the conditions of those for whom they
work, if they would obtain the victory. He who would be an efficient
co-worker with Christ, must be willing to endure what He endured,
to meet men as He met them, lifting them up from where they are.

Teachers in our schools will have to work as Christ worked,
manifesting love and forbearance. Students will come to the school
who have no definite purpose, no fixed principles. They will have
no realization of the claims of God upon them; but they are to
be inspired with courage, to be awakened to their responsibilities,
that they may have high aims, and desire to improve their talent
and increase their knowledge. They must be taught to appreciate
their opportunities, that they may thirst for knowledge, and become
examples in industry, sobriety, and punctuality.

God would have his workers aim at nothing less than perfection,
and strive earnestly for its attainment. Those who go out to the world
as teachers of Bible truth, should be cultured in mind and refined in
manners. The people have a right to expect that the Christian teacher
will meet a high standard, and they will pass severe judgment upon
him if he does not. He should have such a character that he will
command the respect of all, and it is for the purpose of qualifying
workers for this exalted calling that our institutions of learning have
been established.

In order that the students may be thus qualified for the work of
God, the teachers must cultivate good manners and refined speech.
But little is gained by devoting all the time to the study of books,
if the manners and voice are neglected. Teachers should impress
upon the students the importance of self-culture, that the students
may overcome all improper habits of manner or utterance. There are
youth who are intelligent, and yet who hinder their own success by
failing to cultivate clear, distinct utterance. There is great pathos and
music in the human voice, and if the youth will make determined
efforts to cultivate this power for Christ, they may become efficient
in winning souls to Him. In offering yourself to God, you should
seek to be as perfect as possible through the merits of Christ. You
should seek to overcome all uncouthness in gesture, attitude, or
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utterance. The student must be impressed that by combining divine
grace with his human effort, he may make himself a man. Through
the cultivation of his mental and physical abilities, through faith in
Christ, he may become a power in benefiting his fellow-men.

In view of what the youth may become, teachers should feel a
deep interest in their students, working for their training and disci-
pline in order that they may go forth from the school with higher,
holier motives, with nobler principles than when they entered it.
Teachers should feel an interest that their pupils may become effi-
cient in their knowledge of the sciences, that their intellect should
expand and strengthen, and that they should grow in grace and a
knowledge of the truth. While cultivating the mind, the student
should also be led to cultivate uprightness of heart, loyalty to God,
that he may possess a character like that which Joseph possessed.
Then they will scorn the thought of yielding to temptation, fearing
to sully their purity. Like Daniel, they will resolve to be true to prin-
ciple, to make the very best use of the intellect with which God has
endowed them. Under the influence of genuine religion, the intellect
expands, the thought broadens. No one can be connected with the
God of wisdom and not develop in mind. Through faith in Christ we
become endowed with power to lead other souls heavenward.

The greatest work the teacher can do is to influence those who
are under his care to become Christians. Then the cultivation of
the mental powers will not hinder the harmonious development of
the moral powers. Divine grace will give clearness and force to the
understanding and he who has a virtuous character will become a
bright light in the world. He will represent Christ in a well-ordered
life and Godly conversation. He will adorn the doctrine of Christ.
The principles of truth will be inwrought in the lives of those who
are genuine followers of Christ, and bright beams of light will shine
forth from them to the world. The righteousness of Christ will go
before them, and the glory of the Lord will be their rearward. The
Lord has said that He will honor those who honor Him, and God’s
word will be fulfilled. Not a jot or tittle of it will fail. If we are
faithful disciples of Christ, many will stand before the throne of God
wearing the white linen which is the righteousness of the saints, who
will be there as a result of our faithful example, our earnest effort
for the Master.
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The Relation of Education to the Work of God.

“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields;
for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that both he that soweth
and he that reapeth may rejoice together.”

There is a great dearth of laborers to go forth into missionary
fields, endowed with the true missionary spirit, ready to shed forth
the light of truth amid the moral darkness of the world. The enemies
of God are daily plotting for the suppression of the truth, and the
enslaving of the souls of men. They are seeking to exalt the false
Sabbath, and by fastening men in error, deepen the darkness that
covers the earth, and the gross darkness that covers the people. In
a time like this, shall those who know the truth be inactive, and
allow the powers of darkness to prevail? Shall not those who believe
the truth for this time be wide awake, and work with an energy
consistent with the profession of faith they make? Shall not those
who understand the truth of God make every sacrifice to win souls
to Christ, to yield allegiance to the law of God? The day is far spent,
the night is at hand, and it is essential to work while it is day; for
the night cometh, in which no man can work. In a time like this,
we should have but this object in view,—the employing of every
means that God has provided by which the truth may be planted in
the hearts of men. It is for this very purpose that the Word of God
was sent to the world, that it might control the life, and transform
the character. It is the duty of every Christian to strive to the utmost
of his ability to spread abroad the knowledge of the truth. Christ has
commissioned his disciples to go forth into all the world and preach
the gospel to all nations.

With the great work before us of enlightening the world, we who
believe the truth should feel the necessity of thorough education in
the practical branches of knowledge, and especially our need of an
education in the truths of the Scriptures. Error of every character is
now exalted as truth, and it is our duty earnestly to search the sacred
Word, that we may know what is truth, and be able intelligently to
present it to others. We shall be called upon to make known the
reasons of our faith. We shall have to stand before magistrates to



XX The Bible Echo

answer for our allegiance to the law of God. The Lord has called
us out from the world that we may be witnesses for his truth; and
all through our ranks, young men and women should be trained for
positions of usefulness and influence. They are privileged to become
missionaries for God; but they cannot be mere novices in education
and in their knowledge of the Word of God, and do justice to the
sacred work to which they are appointed. In every land the want
of education among our workers is painfully apparent. We realize
that education is not only necessary to the proper fulfilment of the
duties of domestic life, but necessary for success in all branches of
usefulness.

In view of the need of education for the work of God, and for
the successful fulfilment of the various responsibilities of life, how
thankful should we be that a school is about to be opened in Mel-
bourne under the direction of earnest believers in the truth for this
time. For the success of this new enterprise, for the benefit it will
bring to you and your children, let all our brethren and sisters now
take hold heartily to co-operate with those who have come to bear
the burden of the work. Teachers have come to you from America in
the fear and love of God, not without sacrifice, to aid you in your ef-
forts to lift up the standard of truth among the people. They desire to
educate the youth to understand the Word of God, that your children
may be able to open the Scriptures to others. It now remains for those
who have already been enlightened by the truth in these colonies,
to co-operate with the efforts of their American brethren, knowing
that in Christ all race prejudices, all national distinctions, are laid
aside, and we are all brethren, engaged in the work of advancing
the Redeemer’s kingdom. We are all one in Christ, and should unite
heartily in an effort to educate and train an army of young men and
women in such a way that they will be consistent, well-balanced
Christians, able to understand and explain the Scriptures. The purity,
faith, zeal, and consistency of character in those who go forth to
work for the Lord, should be so evident that others may see their
good works, and be led to glorify our Father who is in heaven. If
our profession of faith is sustained by heartfelt piety, it will be a
means of good; for thereby souls will be influenced to comply with
the terms of salvation. God designs that his grace should be made
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manifest in the believer, that through the Christ-like character of
individual members, the church may become the light of the world.

Let parents make every possible effort to send their children
to the school that will soon open in Melbourne; for through this
very means, it may be that members of your own family will be
qualified of the Lord to become workers in his cause. There are
many openings for missionaries in Australia, New Zealand, and the
islands of the sea. And it will not be possible to supply laborers from
America to fill all the many openings. Workers must be educated in
these fields, who can take up the work, and go forth as light-bearers
to the dark places of these lands. Not many can go to America
to obtain an education; and even if they could go, it might not be
best for them, or for the advancement of the work. The Lord would
have schools established in this country to educate workers, to give
character to the work of present truth in these new fields, and to
awaken an interest in unbelievers. He would have you make a centre
for education in your own country, where students of promise may
be educated in practical branches, and in the truths of the Bible, that
they may be prepared to work in these lands, rescuing souls from
the bondage of Satan. Teachers may come from America, until the
work is fairly established, and by this means a new bond of union
may be formed between America and Australia, New Zealand, and
the islands of the sea.

There are youth in these countries whom God has graciously
endowed with mental ability; but in order to do their best work, their
powers must be properly directed. They should use their God-given
talents for the attainment of high scholarship, becoming workmen
that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, wise
unto salvation. This talent needs developing, and since a school is
about to be established here, it certainly is not wisdom to send pupils
at so great expense to America. The work is to be done here. This is
missionary ground, and every individual who is thought worthy of
the education that our American schools could give, should obtain an
education right here on the ground of their future labors. Those who
have ability can be trained here so that they can put their knowledge
into practical use at the earliest opportunity, and become agents in
the hands of the Lord for the dissemination of light and truth.
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But were none of these responsibilities laid upon you, were there
no missionary fields to enter, it would yet be necessary that your
children should be educated. Whatever business parents might think
suitable for their children, whether they desired them to become
manufacturers, agriculturists, mechanics, or to follow some profes-
sional calling, they would reap great advantages from the discipline
of an education. Your children should have an opportunity to study
the Bible in the school. They need to be thoroughly furnished with
the reasons of our faith, to understand the Scriptures for themselves.
Through understanding the truths of the Bible, they will be better
fitted to fill positions of trust. They will be fortified against the
temptations that will beset them on the right hand and on the left.
But if they are thoroughly instructed and consecrated, they may be
called, as was Daniel, to fill important responsibilities. Daniel was a
faithful statesman in the courts of Babylon; for he feared, loved, and
trusted God; and in time of temptation and peril he was preserved
by the power of God. We read that God gave Daniel wisdom, and
endowed him with understanding.

Those who obtain a knowledge of God’s will, and practice the
teaching of his Word, will be found faithful in whatever position
of trust they may be placed. Consider this, parents, and place your
children where they will be educated in the principles of truth, where
every effort will be made to help them to maintain their consecration,
if converted, or if unconverted, to influence them to become the
children of God, and thus fit them to go forth to win others to the
truth.

Let those who have the love of truth in their hearts, estimate the
value of a soul for whom Christ has died, in the light reflected from
the cross of Calvary. There are many who feel moved by the Spirit
of God to go forth into the vineyard of the Lord. They long to seek
and save that which is lost. But because of lack of knowledge and
discipline, they are not qualified to go forth to the work of elevating
and ennobling their fellow-men. Those who teach others, must
themselves be taught. They need to learn how to deal with human
minds. They are to become co-laborers with Christ, improving
every opportunity to impart to men a knowledge of God. In order
to be agents for God in the work of elevating men’s minds from the
earthly and sensual to the spiritual and heavenly, the workers must
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be educated and trained. By becoming learners themselves, they will
better understand how to instruct others. They must acquire mental
discipline, by putting into exercise their God-given ability, bringing
the whole heart and mind to the task of acquiring knowledge. With
the glory of God in view, they must put their whole energy into the
work, learning all they can, and becoming intelligent, that they may
impart knowledge to others.

There is a great work to be done in these countries; and the love
of Christ, and love for souls for whom He has died, should constrain
us to put forth every effort in our power to seek and to save that which
was lost. Let every one stand as a faithful soldier of Christ to work
for and with your brethren, that the work may be a success in your
hands. Let every one who enlists in this much-needed enterprise
remember that the school is established not merely for the benefit
of ourselves and our children; but that the knowledge of the truth
may be imparted, and perishing souls saved in the eternal kingdom.
Let every one take hold of this work, determined not to fail nor be
discouraged, and the Lord will work wonders among us. If at this
time we fail to make a determined effort to enlarge and uplift the
work, and draw back because matters are not managed according
to our own ideas, the Lord will surely pass us by, and choose other
agencies who will take hold of his work in his way, and follow the
leadings of his Spirit. O that every one would do his duty, that our
influence might be united to advance the cause of God!

The eye of God is upon these lands; for here He would set up
his standard and unfurl his banner. Here on this missionary soil, He
would see souls won to Jesus Christ. He would have every professed
Christian a true missionary, ready to wheel into line, to do his indi-
vidual work 1n his place, and all join in systematic effort. He would
have men forget their own notions and prejudices, which bring only
darkness and doubt upon their souls, and engage in work for those
who are ready to perish. He would have them realize that no man
liveth unto himself. It is through inattention to unselfish effort for
others, that many have become dwarfed and crippled in their reli-
gious experience. Some who are in the background might have been
far advanced in the knowledge of God, if they had not stood apart
from their brethren, withdrawing from association with believers
who did not work according to their limited ideas. O, if these hin-
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derers would lose sight of themselves and interest themselves in the
salvation of souls, their petty differences would be forgotten, and
alienation from their brethren could not exist. If when they came
together, they would not speak concerning the things to which they
see objections, but would hold their mouth as with a bridle, and
would seek the Lord in earnest prayer that his Holy Spirit might rest
upon them, that they might have a burden for souls for whom Christ
died, they would find that their darkness would flee away, and light
and hope would come into their souls. Self-esteem would vanish,
and they would become teachable as children. Stubbornness would
melt away in contemplation of the love of God, and their hearts
would glow, touched with a coal from off the altar. Sorrow would
be banished, and cheerfulness take its place; for the infinite love and
goodness of God would be the theme of their testimony.

Those who would be overcomers must be drawn out of them-
selves; and the only thing which will accomplish this great work, is
to become intensely interested in the salvation of others. This does
not mean that you are to convert men to your way of doing, or to
compel them to view things in the same light as you do; but you
are to seek to present the truth as it is in Jesus, and laboring to be
a blessing to others, you will be blessed of God abundantly. That
you have done and are doing something to enlarge the boundaries
of the kingdom of God in rescuing poor souls from Satan’s yoke
of superstition and error, will rejoice the heart, and broaden your
ideas and plans. As you identify your interest with that of Christ,
you will sanctify to God your talent of ability, influence, and means.
Some of you will consider it your privilege to leave your homes that
you may labor in the islands of the sea, and rescue souls from the
bondage of sin and error. As you gain a new and deeper experience,
you will learn what it is to pray in the Holy Spirit; and those who
are backslidden from God will be reclaimed, and there will be more
anxiety manifested to learn of Jesus to be meek and lowly of heart,
than to point out the mistakes and errors of your brethren; for by
faith you accept of Christ as your personal Saviour. You will not
then come to meeting to tell your doubts and fears. You will have
something better to talk about; for your hearts will be enlarged, hav-
ing the peace of Christ, which passeth understanding. This is the
experience that God would have you understand in this country.
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But in order to reach this experience, definite steps must be taken.
The methods and plans by which the work is to be done must be after
the Lord’s order, not after your individual ideas, and the results will
more than compensate for the outlay. Missionary effort will become
more general, and the example of one zealous worker, working in
the right direction, will influence others, and they also will go forth
to preach the gospel. The missionary spirit will pass from house to
house, and the brethren will find something to talk about of more
interest than their grievances. They will be interested in displaying
the jewels of truth which the Bible contains, and churches will be
established, meeting-houses erected, and many will come to the
help of the Lord. The brethren will be united in bonds of love, and
will realize their unity with experienced Christians in all parts of
the world, as they are one in their plans, one in the object of their
interest. An advance step taken by those at the head of the work will
be felt by those in this country and in all lands, and those in foreign
countries will respond to the effort made at the centre of the work in
following our great Leader; and so, through the conversion of souls
to the truth, a volume of praise will rise to Him who sitteth upon the
throne.

The missionary work in Australia and New Zealand is yet in
its infancy; but the same work must be accomplished in Australia,
New Zealand, in Africa, India, China, and the islands of the sea,
as has been accomplished in the home field. Under the appropriate
symbol of an angel flying through the midst of heaven is represented
the work of the people of God. In this work heavenly intelligences
co-operate with human agencies in extending the last message to
the inhabitants of the world. But the plans and work of men are not
keeping pace with the providence of God; for while some in these
countries who claim to believe the truth declare by their attitude,
“We want not thy way, O Lord, but our own way,” there are many
who are pleading with God that they may understand what is truth.
In secret places they are weeping and praying that they may see
light in the Scriptures; and the Lord of heaven has commissioned his
angels to co-operate with human agencies in carrying forward his
vast design, that all who desire light may behold the glory of God.
We are to follow where God’s providence opens the way; and as we
advance, we shall find that Heaven has moved before us, enlarging
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the field for labor far beyond the proportion of our means and ability
to supply. The great want of the field open before us, should appeal
to all to whom God has intrusted talents of means or ability, that
they may devote themselves and their all to God. We are to be
as faithful stewards, not only of our means, but of the grace given
unto us, that many souls may be brought under the blood-stained
banner of Prince Immanuel. The purposes and ends to be attained
by consecrated missionaries are very comprehensive. The field for
missionary operation is not limited by caste or nationality. The field
1s the world, and the light of truth is to go to all the dark places of
the earth in a much shorter time than many think possible.

God purposes to set in operation agencies in your own country
to aid in this great work of enlightening the world. He designs to
employ you and your children as soldiers to act a part in this aggres-
sive warfare against the powers of darkness, and you surely will not
ignore God’s blessing, and regard lightly the privilege extended to
you! He would have you engage in the conflict, striving together for
his glory, not seeking for the supremacy, not striving to exalt self by
depreciating others. He would endow you with the true missionary
spirit, which elevates, purifies, and ennobles whatever it touches,
making pure and good and noble all who voluntarily come under its
influence; for every agent who co-operates with the heavenly intelli-
gences will be endued with power from on high, and represent the
character of Christ. The missionary spirit enables us to appreciate
more fully the words of the Lord’s prayer, when He directs us to
pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven.” The missionary spirit broadens our thoughts, and brings
us into union with all who have a comprehension of the expanding
influence of the Holy Spirit.

God would disperse the clouds that have gathered about souls
in these colonies, and unite all our brethren in Christ Jesus. He
would have us bound in bands of Christian fellowship, filled with
love for souls for whom Christ has died. Said Christ, “This is
my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.”
He would have us united in heart and plans to do the great work
committed to us. Brethren should stand shoulder to shoulder, uniting
their prayers at the throne of grace, that they may move the arm of
the Omnipotent. Heaven and earth will then be closely connected in
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the work, and there will be joy and gladness in the presence of the
angels of God, when the lost sheep is found and restored.

The Holy Spirit that melts and subdues the human heart will
lead men to do the works of Christ. They will heed the injunction,
“Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not.” Christ gave
Himself for us, and his followers are required to give themselves,
with their talents of means and ability, to Him. What more could
the Lord do for man than that which He has done? And shall we not
render unto Him all that we have and are, practicing self-sacrifice
and self-denial? If we are the disciples of Christ, it will be made
manifest to the world through our love for those for whom He died.

It was through the spirit of love that the gospel was brought to
you, and to all men who have a knowledge of God. We are required
not merely to admire men whom God has used, to wish that we
had such men now, but to yield ourselves to be used of God as his
human agents. It was his Spirit that inspired their efforts, and He
can abundantly bestow upon his workers today the same courage,
zeal, earnestness, and devotion. It was Jesus who gave these men
grace, power, fortitude, and perseverance, and He is willing to do
the same for every one who would be a true missionary.

God has begun to work in this country, and the church must
unite with heavenly intelligences, manifesting holy activity, and by
exercising their powers become more efficient to save souls and
glorify God. We who have seen the light of truth, are called upon to
aid in its advancement, to waken to the large responsibility of the
missionary work to be accomplished in our borders; and it is the duty
of every soul to co-operate with those who would advance the work.
Let every one seek to draw in even cords with Christ. Let us hide
our ways in God’s ways, that all variance may cease, that Christ’s
character may be represented in kindness, forbearance, self-denial,
meekness, humility, and love. Let all join heartily to do the utmost
of their ability to support the school that is now to be established;
for in the hands of God it may be the means of educating workers
to shed forth the light of truth upon the people. Who will be on the
Lord’s side? Who will now see the work to be done, and do it?
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The Great Sacrifice
EGW

Look upon the scene in lonely Gethsemane. Angels witness
with amazement the despairing agony of the Son of God, and nature
groans in sympathy with her bleeding, dying Author. The earth
trembles. The sun refuses to behold the scene. The heavens gather
blackness. The angelic host hide their faces from the awful sight.
The separation that sin makes between God and man was fully real-
ized by the innocent, suffering Man of Calvary. He was oppressed
by the powers of darkness. Satan declared that Christ was in his
hands, and that he was superior in strength to the Son of God, that
God had disowned his Son. If Christ was indeed in favor with God,
why need He die? Could not God save Him from death?

Such were the temptations that Satan pressed upon the Son of
God, while legions of evil angels were all about Him, and the holy
angels were not permitted to break their ranks, and engage in conflict
with the reviling foe. Christ could not see through the portals of the
tomb. Bright hope did not present to Him his coming forth from the
grave a triumphant conqueror, or tell Him of the Father’s acceptance
of his sacrifice. All He could realize during this time of amazing
darkness was the heinousness of sin that was laid upon Him, and the
horror of its penalty, death. He feared that sin was so offensive in the
sight of his Father that their separation was eternal. The temptation
that his own Father had forever left Him, caused that fearful cry from
the cross, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”
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But when, in his expiring agonies, despair pressed upon the soul
of the Redeemer, He relied upon the evidences that had hitherto
been given Him of his Father’s acceptance, and as He yielded up his
precious life, by faith alone He rested in Him whom it had been his
joy to obey. Though all was enshrouded in gloom, yet amid the awful
darkness, which was felt even by sympathizing nature, the Redeemer
drained the mysterious cup to the dregs. Though He realizes but
dimly that He shall triumph over death, He cries with a loud voice,
“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” He is acquainted with
the character of his Father; He understands his justice, his mercy,
and his great love; in submission He commends Himself to God.
Amid the convulsions of nature, the amazed spectators hear the
dying words of the Man of Calvary, “It is finished!”

The heaving earth, the rent rocks, and the terrific darkness, pro-
claimed that it was the Son of God who died. There was a mighty
earthquake. The vail of the temple was rent in twain. Terror seized
the executioner and spectators. As Christ commended his spirit into
the hands of the Father, the mocking and jeering of the chief priests
and elders was hushed. The astonished throng began to withdraw,
and in terror grope their way to the city. They smote upon their
breasts as they went, and speaking scarcely above a whisper, said
among themselves. It is an innocent man that has suffered. What if
indeed He were the Son of God?

Jesus did not yield up his life until He had accomplished the
work which He came to do, and exclaimed with his expiring breath,
“It 1s finished.” Angels rejoiced as the words were uttered. They
knew that Satan was defeated, his kingdom lost. The great plan of
redemption, which was dependent upon the death of Christ, had been
thus far carried out, and there was joy in heaven that through faith
in Christ the sons of Adam could finally be exalted to the throne of
God.

Contrast with the humiliation and sufferings of Christ, the riches
of glory, the wealth of praise, pouring forth from immortal tongues,
the millions of rich voices in the universe of God in anthems of
adoration; and seek to comprehend the magnitude of his love. As a
member of the human family, He was mortal; but as God, He was
the fountain of life to the world. He could, in his divine person, ever
have withstood the advances of death, and refused to come under its
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dominion; but voluntarily He laid down his life, that He might give
life, and bring immortality to light. He bore the sin of the world,
and endured the penalty, that rolled like a mountain upon his divine
soul. He yielded up his life a sacrifice, that man should not eternally
die. He died, not through being compelled to die, but by his own
free will. The whole treasure of heaven was poured out in one gift
to save fallen man.

Nothing could have actuated Christ to leave his honor and
majesty in Heaven, and come to a sinful world, to be neglected,
despised, and rejected by those He came to save, and finally to suffer
upon the cross, but eternal, redeeming love, which will ever remain
a mystery. O, what love! what amazing love! that the Son of God
should come to earth to be made sin for us, in order that we might be
reconciled to God, and exalted to a place with Him in the mansions
of glory. And O, what is man that such a price should be paid for
his redemption!

When we more fully comprehend the magnitude and meaning of
the great sacrifice made by the Majesty of heaven in dying for man,
the plan of salvation will be glorified before us, and the thought of
Calvary will awaken sacred and living emotions in the Christian’s
heart. Praise to God and to the Lamb will be in our hearts and upon
our lips; for pride and self-worship cannot flourish in the heart that
keeps fresh in memory the scenes of Calvary.

At what a cost has salvation been provided! What will be our
portion if we heed not the entreaties of mercy? What will be the fate
of those who profess to be followers of Christ, yet who do not take
up the cross as humble disciples? How many despise the counsel
of this loving Saviour, and permit selfish interest to close the door
against the Son of God! He was infinitely rich, “yet for our sakes
He became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” He
was clothed with light and glory, surrounded by hosts of heavenly
angels eager to do his pleasure; yet He took upon Him the nature of
man, and was made “in the likeness of sinful flesh,” and became sin
for us, “that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that
we should be called the sons of God!” Here is love that no language
can express.
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He who beholds this matchless love will be elevated in thought,
purified in heart, transformed in character, and will go forth to be a
light to the world, to reflect in some degree this mysterious love. The
more we contemplate the cross of Christ, the more we shall adopt
the language of the apostle when he said, “I determined not to know
anything among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” “God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
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Benefits of Bible Study
EGW

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.” In the Word of God is contained everything essential
to the perfecting of the man of God. It is like a treasure-house, full
of valuable and precious stores; but we do not appreciate its riches,
nor realize the necessity of equipping ourselves with the treasures
of truth. We do not realize the great necessity of searching the
Scriptures for ourselves. Many neglect their study in order to pursue
some worldly interest, or to indulge in some passing pleasure. A
trifling affair is made an excuse for ignorance of the Scriptures.

“Given by inspiration of God,” “able to make us wise unto sal-
vation,” rendering the man of God “perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works,” the Book of books has the highest claims to
our reverent attention. Superficial study cannot meet the claims it
has upon us, nor furnish us with the benefit that is promised. We
should seek to learn the full meaning of the words of truth, and to
drink deep the spirit of the holy oracles. To read daily a certain
number of chapters, or to commit to memory a stipulated amount of
Scripture, without careful thought as to the meaning of the text, will
profit little. To study one passage until its significance is clear to the
mind, and its relation to the plan of salvation is evident, is of more
value than the perusal of many chapters with no definite purpose in
view and no positive instruction gained. We cannot obtain wisdom
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from the Word of God without giving earnest and prayerful attention
to its study. It is true that some portions of Scripture are indeed
too plain to be misunderstood; but there are many others whose
meaning cannot be seen at a glance, for the truth does not lie upon
the surface. In order to understand the meaning of such passages,
scripture must be compared with scripture, there must be careful
research and prayerful reflection. Such study will be richly repaid.
As the miner discovers precious veins of metal concealed beneath
the surface of the earth, so will he who perseveringly searches the
Word of God as for hid treasure, find truths of the greatest value,
which are concealed from the careless seeker.

But if you do not make the sacred teachings of God’s Word
the rule and guide of your life, the truth will be nothing to you.
Truth is efficient only as it is carried out in practical life. If the
Word of God condemns some habit you have indulged, a feeling
you have cherished, a spirit you have manifested, turn not from the
sacred monitor; but turn away from the evil of your doings, and
let Jesus cleanse and sanctify your heart. Confess your faults, and
forsake them wholly and determinedly, believing the promises of
God, and showing your faith by your works. If the truths of the
Bible are woven into practical life, they will bring the mind up
from its earthliness and debasement. Those who are conversant
with the Scriptures will be men and women who exert an elevating
influence. In searching for Heaven-revealed truths, the Spirit of God
is brought into close connection with the heart. An understanding of
the revealed will of God enlarges the mind, expands, elevates, and
endows it with new vigor, by bringing its faculties into contact with
stupendous truth. No study is better to give energy to the mind, to
strengthen the intellect, than the study of the Word of God. No other
book is so potent in elevating the thoughts, in giving vigor to the
faculties, as is the Bible, which contains the most ennobling truths.
If God’s Word were studied as it should be, we should see greater
breadth of mind, stability of purpose, and nobility of character.

But Bible study is made a secondary consideration, and a great
loss is sustained thereby. The understanding takes the level of the
things with which it becomes familiar. If all would make the Bible
their study, we should see a people who were better developed, who
were capable of thinking more deeply, who would manifest greater
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intelligence than those who have earnestly studied the sciences and
histories of the world, apart from the Bible. The Bible gives the true
seeker for truth an advanced mental discipline, and he comes from
contemplation of divine things with his faculties enriched; self is
humbled, while God and his revealed truth are exalted. It is because
men are unacquainted with the precious Bible histories, that there is
so much lifting up of man, and so little honor given to God.

The Bible contains that which will make the Christian strong in
spirit and intellect. The psalmist says, “The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” The Bible
is a wonderful book, It is a history that opens up to us the past
centuries. Without the Bible we should have been left to conjectures
and fables in regard to the occurrences of past ages. It is a prophecy
that unveils the future. It is the Word of God, unfolding to us the
plan of salvation, pointing out the way by which we may escape
eternal death and gain eternal life. It gives not only the history
of this world, but a description of the world to come. It contains
instruction concerning the wonders of the universe; it reveals to our
understanding the character of the Author of the heavens and the
earth. In it is the revelation of God to man.

The searching of all books of philosophy and science cannot
do for the mind and morals what Bible study can do, if it is made
practical. He who studies the Bible holds converse with patriarchs
and prophets. He comes in contact with truth clothed in elevated
language, which exerts a fascinating power over the mind, and lifts
the thoughts from the things of earth to the glory of the future,
immortal life. What wisdom of man can compare with the revelation
of the grandeur of God? Finite man, who knows not God, seeks
to lessen the value of the Scriptures, claiming that his supposed
knowledge of science will not harmonize with the Word of God; but
the divine Word is a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path.
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The Bible Our Guide
EGW

Those who boast of wisdom beyond the teaching of the Word of
God, need to drink deeper of the fountain of knowledge, that they
may learn their real ignorance. Men boast of their wisdom, when
it is foolishness in the sight of God. Let no man deceive himself.
“If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him
become a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God; for it 1s written. He taketh the wise in their
own craftiness.” The greatest ignorance that now curses the human
race is ignorance of the binding claims of the law of God; and this
ignorance is the result of neglecting the study of the Word of God.
It is Satan’s plan to so engage the mind that men shall neglect the
great Guide Book, and thus be led into the path of transgression and
destruction.

The Bible is not exalted to its rightful place among the books of
the world, although its study is of infinite importance to the souls of
men. In searching its pages the imagination beholds scenes majestic
and eternal. We behold Jesus, the Son of God, coming to our world,
and engaging in the mysterious conflict that discomfited the powers
of darkness. O how wonderful, how almost incredible it is, that
the infinite God would consent to the humiliation of his own Son
that we might be elevated to a place with Him upon his throne!
Let every student of the Scriptures contemplate this great fact, and
he will not come from a study of the Bible without being purified,
elevated, and ennobled. The truth will be opened to the mind, and
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applied to the heart by the Spirit of God. Through connection with
God, the Christian will have clearer and broader views, unbiased
by his own preconceived opinions. His discernment will be more
penetrating, his faculties better balanced. His mind, exercised in the
contemplation of exalted truths, will be expanded, and in obtaining
heavenly knowledge he will better understand his own weakness, and
will grow in faith and humility. When there is little attention given
to the Word of God, divine counsels are not heeded, admonitions are
in vain, grace and heavenly wisdom are not sought that past sins may
be avoided and every taint of corruption cleansed from the character.
David prayed, “Make me to understand the way of thy precepts; so
shall I talk of thy wonderful works.... Open Thou mine eyes, that I
may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”

There is a great work to be done by the earnest Bible student; for
gems of truth are to be gathered up, and separated from the compan-
1onship of error. Though the Bible is a revelation from heaven, yet
many do not comprehend its divine teaching. We are to discover new
aspects of truth in both the Old and the New Testament, to behold
the exceeding breadth and compass of truths which we imagine we
understand, but of which we have only a superficial knowledge. He
who earnestly searches the Scriptures will see that harmony exists
between the various parts of the Bible; he will discover the bear-
ing of one passage upon another, and the reward of his toil will be
exceedingly precious.

All over the field of revelation are scattered glad springs of
heavenly truth, peace, and joy. These fountains of joy are within
the reach of every seeker. The words of Inspiration, pondered in the
heart, will be as living streams flowing from the river of the water
of life. Our Saviour prayed that the mind of his followers might
be opened to understand the Scriptures. Whenever we study the
Bible with a prayerful heart, the Holy Spirit is near to open to us the
meaning of the words we read. The man whose mind is enlightened
by the opening of God’s Word to his understanding, will not only
feel that he must more diligently seek to understand that Word, but
that he must have a better understanding of the sciences. He will feel
that he is called to a high calling in Christ Jesus. The more closely
connected man is with the Source of all knowledge and wisdom, the
more he will feel that he must advance in intellectual and spiritual
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attainments. The opening of God’s Word is always followed by a
remarkable opening and strengthening of man’s faculties; for the
entrance of his words giveth light. By contemplation of great truths,
the mind is elevated, the affections purified and refined; for the Spirit
of God, through the truth of God, quickens the lifeless, spiritual
faculties, and attracts the soul heavenward.

Then take your Bible and present yourself before your Heavenly
Father, saying, “Enlighten me; teach me what is truth.” The Lord
will regard your prayer, and the Holy Spirit will impress the truth
upon your soul. In searching the Scriptures for yourself, you will
become established in the faith. It is of the greatest importance
that you continually search the Scriptures, storing the mind with
the truths of God. You may be separated from the companionship
of Christians, and placed where you will not have the privilege of
meeting with the children of God. You need the treasures of God’s
Word hidden in your heart, that when opposition comes upon you,
you may bring everything to the test of the Scriptures.

Truth is eternal, and conflict with error will only make manifest
its strength. We should never refuse to examine the Scriptures with
those who, we have reason to believe, desire to know what is truth
as much as we do. Suppose a brother holds a view that differs from
yours, and he comes to you, proposing that you sit down with him,
and investigate that point in the light of the Scriptures; should you
rise up filled with prejudice, and condemn his ideas while refusing
to give him a hearing? The only right way would be to sit down
as Christians and investigate the position presented, in the light of
God’s Word, which will reveal truth and unmask error. To ridicule
his ideas would not weaken his position, though it were false, or
strengthen your position, though it were true. If the pillars of our
faith will not stand the test of investigation, it is time that we knew
it; for it 1s foolish to become set in our ideas, and think that no one
should interfere with our opinions. Let everything be brought to the
Bible; for it is the only rule of faith and doctrine.

We must study the truth for ourselves; no man should be relied
upon to think for us, no matter who he may be or in what position he
may be placed. We are not to look upon any man as a perfect guide
for us. We are to counsel together, and be subject one to another;
but at the same time we are to exercise the ability God has given us
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to learn what is truth. Each one of us must look to God for divine
enlightenment, that we may individually develop a character that
will stand the test of the great day.

We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive
character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. Many
are drifting into darkness and infidelity, picking flaws with the Bible,
bringing up superstitious inventions, unscriptural theories, and spec-
ulations of vain philosophy; but it is the duty of every one to seek a
thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. The importance and benefit
of Bible study cannot be overestimated. In searching the Scriptures
our minds are led to dwell upon the infinite sacrifice of Christ, on
his mediation in our behalf. As we see his love, as we meditate
upon his humiliation and sufferings, the same spirit of self-denial
and sacrifice for the good of others will be kindled in our hearts. As
we behold Jesus by the eye of faith, we shall be “changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
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“Tempted in All Points Like as We are”
EGW

“In all things it behooved Him to be made like unto his brethren,
that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things per-
taining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For
in that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to succor
them that are tempted.”

Christ came to this world, and clothed his divinity with humanity,
taking upon Him the nature of man. He came to pass through the
experiences of humanity, to pass over the ground on which Adam
had fallen, to redeem his failure, to meet and conquer the adversary
of God and man, that through his grace man might be an overcomer,
and finally have a place with Him upon his throne. He took the field
of conflict, and on this atom of a world the controversy between
Christ, the Prince of life, and Satan, the prince of darkness, was
to be waged. By transgression man had become the child of evil,
the captive of Satan, the enemy of God. Satan misrepresented the
character of God, and man, who had been made in the divine image,
doubted his Heavenly Father’s love, distrusted his word, and set
himself in stubborn unbelief and rebellion against his requirements.

Christ came to represent the character of his Father, to win man
back to his allegiance to God, to reconcile man to God. He proposed
to meet the foe and unmask his arts, that man might be able to make
choice of whom he would serve. Satan had been Lucifer, the light-
bearer, the sharer of God’s glory in heaven, and second to Jesus
in power and majesty. In the words of inspiration he is described
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as the one who “sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in
beauty.” But Lucifer had perverted the beauty and power with which
he was endowed by the Creator, and his light had become darkness.
When through his rebellion he was cast out of heaven, he determined
to make man his victim, and the earth his kingdom. He cast the
blame of his rebellion upon Christ, and in determined hatred of God,
sought to wound Him through the fall of man. In the happiness and
peace of Eden, he beheld a vision of the bliss that he had forever
lost, and he determined to excite in the hearts of God’s creatures the
same bitterness that he himself felt, so that their songs of praise and
thanksgiving might be turned to reproach against their Maker.

Though God had endowed man with all things for his joy, and
the inhabitants of Eden knew nothing of evil, yet they resisted not the
insinuations of the arch-deceiver, but fell from their uprightness, and
tasted the bitterness of transgression. Peace was gone, love had fled;
and in place of union with their Creator, they felt a sense of guilt, a
dread of the future, a nakedness of soul. Such is the consequence of
breaking the just commands of God, but “in keeping of them there
1s great reward.”

The fall of man filled all heaven with sorrow, and the heart of
Jesus was moved with infinite compassion for the lost world, the
ruined race. He beheld man plunged in sin and misery, and knew
that he had not moral power to overcome in his own behalf the power
of his unsleeping enemy. In divine love and pity He came to earth
to fight our battles for us; for He alone could conquer the adversary.
He came to unite man with God, to impart divine strength to the
repenting soul, and from the manger to Calvary to pass over the path
which man would travel, at every step giving man a perfect example
of what he should do, presenting in his character what humanity
might become when united with divinity.

But many say that Jesus was not like us, that He was not as
we are in the world, that He was divine, and therefore we cannot
overcome as He overcame. But this is not true; “for verily He took
not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of
Abraham.... For in that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He
1s able to succor them that are tempted.” Christ knows the sinner’s
trials; He knows his temptations. He took upon Himself our nature;
He was tempted in all points like as we are. He has wept, He was
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a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. As a man He lived
upon earth. As a man He ascended to heaven. As a man He is the
substitute of humanity. As a man He liveth to make intercession for
us. As a man He will come again with kingly power and glory to
receive those who love Him, and for whom He is now preparing a
place. We should rejoice and give thanks that God “hath appointed
a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness, by that
man whom He hath ordained.”

Those who claim that it was not possible for Christ to sin, cannot
believe that He took upon Him human nature. Christ was actually
tempted, not only in the wilderness, but all through his life. In
all points He was tempted as we are, and because He successfully
resisted temptation in every form, He gave us a perfect example.
Through the ample provisions made in our behalf, we may become
partakers of the divine nature, and escape the corruption that is in
the world through lust. Jesus says, “To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with Me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his throne.” This, the beginning of our
confidence, we must hold steadfastly unto the end. Jesus can enable
us to resist Satan’s temptations; for He came to bring divine power
to combine with human effort.

Jesus said, “T and my Father are one.” He speaks of Himself as
well as the Father when He speaks of omnipotent power, and claims
for Himself perfect righteousness. In Christ dwelt the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. This is why, although tempted in all points like as
we are, He stood before the world untainted by the corruptions that
surrounded Him. We also are to become partakers of that fulness,
and only in this way shall we be enabled to overcome as Christ
overcame.
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Tempted in All Points Like as We Are
EGW

The Temptation in the Wilderness

The great work of redemption could be carried out by the Re-
deemer only as He took the place of fallen man. Burdened with
the sins of the world, He must pass over the path where Adam fell,
and redeem his failure. When Adam was assailed by the tempter,
none of the effects of sin were upon him, but he was surrounded
by the glories of Eden. But it was not thus with Jesus; for, bearing
the infirmities of degenerate humanity, He entered the wilderness
to cope with the mighty foe, that He might lift man up from the
lowest depths of his degradation. Alone He was to tread the path of
temptation and exercise self-control stronger than hunger, ambition,
or death.

Clothed as an angel of light, the artful foe presented his specious
temptations to the Saviour. He sought to persuade Christ to turn from
the path of self-denial and cross-bearing. He assured Him that God
was satisfied with his willingness to endure the trial, but that as He
stayed the hand of Abraham when about to sacrifice Isaac, so now,
satisfied with Christ’s willingness to set his feet in the bloodstained
path, He had sent an angel to deliver Him from the long fast by
which He was to overcome the power of appetite in man’s behalf.
This specious reasoning was a temptation to Christ. His humanity
made it a temptation to Him, and it was only by trusting his Father’s
word that He could resist the power of the enemy. He walked by
faith, as we must walk by faith, and turned from the artful deceiver,
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who feigned to doubt his divinity. Satan declared that a powerful
angel of heaven had been banished to the earth, and that Christ’s
appearance indicated that instead of being the King of heaven, He
was this fallen angel, forsaken of God and deserted by man. If He
were the Son of God, He was equal with God, and could make this
evident by working a miracle. He said, “If Thou be the Son of God,
command this stone that it be made bread.” He promised that if
Jesus would do this, he would acknowledge his supremacy and no
longer contest his claims. The archdeceiver hoped that under the
force of despondency and extreme hunger, Christ would lose faith in
his Father, work a miracle in his own behalf, and take Himself out
of his Father’s hands. Had He done this, the plan of salvation would
have been broken; for it was contrary to its terms that Christ should
work a miracle in his own behalf. Throughout his life on earth, his
power must be exercised for the good of suffering humanity alone.
As man’s representative, He was to bear the trials of man, leaving
a perfect example of submission and trust in God. Jesus met the
adversary with the Word of God. He said, “It is written, That man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” It was not
for the Son of God to descend from his lofty mission to prove his
divinity to a fallen foe, or to condescend to explain his humiliation as
man’s Redeemer. If the children of men would follow the example of
Christ, and hold no converse with the enemy, they would be spared
many a defeat at his hands.

Foiled in the attempt to provoke Christ to manifest his divine
power in his own behalf, and seeking to awe Him by a display of
superior power, Satan bore the Son of God from the wilderness,
and set Him upon a pinnacle of the temple at Jerusalem. He there
admitted that Jesus had been right in manifesting unqualified trust in
God, and, declaring that God had promised to give his angels charge
over Him that He should not dash his foot against a stone, he urged
Christ to manifest still more faith in the Word of God. He said to
Him, “If Thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence; for
it is written, He shall give his angels charge over Thee, to keep Thee;
and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou
dash thy foot against a stone.” Satan thought to take advantage of
Christ’s humanity, and urge Him beyond the limits of trust into the
sin of presumption. But while manifesting perfect trust in his Father,
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He refused to place Himself in a position which would necessitate
the interposition of his Father to save Him from death. He would not
force Providence to his rescue, and thus fail to give man an example
of perfect trust and submission.

Baffled in his attempt to overthrow the integrity of Christ, Sa-
tan now hazards all, and throwing off his assumed character, he
avows himself the arch-rebel, the ruler of the kingdom of men, the
sovereign of the earth. Placing Jesus upon a high mountain, he
causes the kingdoms of the earth to pass in panoramic view before
the Redeemer. He presents the glory of the world, and promises to
put Christ, without suffering or peril, in possession of all its power, if
He will but concede that He is inferior to Satan, and bow in homage
before him. The life of Christ was darkened by sorrow, privation,
hardship, and toil. Homeless and friendless as He was, the mighty
kingdoms of earth were offered to Him for a single consideration.
To regain the supremacy of the earth, He would have to pass over the
blood-stained path through Gethsemane and Calvary; but He dallies
not with the tempter. Turning to his adversary, He said, “Get thee
behind Me, Satan; for it is written Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and Him only, shalt thou serve.”

Writhing with humiliation and rage, the baffled foe is forced to
leave the presence of the world’s Redeemer. He cannot withstand the
authority of Christ’s command, and he is compelled to acknowledge
that Christ’s victory is as complete as had been Adam’s failure. He
had endured the test, greater than any man could ever be called upon
to endure,—as much greater as his character was more elevated
and pure. The angels now ministered to the fainting Son of God.
Strengthened with food, comforted with the assurance of his victory
and his Father’s love, his great heart goes out in sympathy for man,
and He determines to go forth to complete the work He has begun,
and rest not until the foe is vanquished and the human race redeemed.

The followers of Christ are called upon to share with Him in
his sufferings. The confederacy of evil is arrayed against those who
would follow in the footsteps of the world’s Redeemer. We are to
battle with the mighty prince of evil; but the Saviour tells us that
we are not to fight alone. All the heavenly intelligences will come
to our help. Amid the darkness of the world, we are to catch the
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radiance from the throne of God, and to shed the light of heaven to
the uttermost parts of the earth.
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Tempted in All Points
EGW

Our Mighty Helper

The Christian is enlisted to fight in the cause of God, to be
a soldier of Jesus Christ. Jesus fought all our battles during his
life upon earth, and in that He was tempted, He knows how to
succor those who shall be tempted. We have no power to war with
principalities, and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high places,
except as we draw strength from Christ. Jesus calls upon you to
behold the confederacy of evil, to behold the conflict through which
you must pass. He bids us count the cost of standing under the
blood-stained banner; He does not flatter us that we shall have no
difficulties in this life; but although we shall be tried and tempted
in meeting the confederacy of evil, yet we are assured that all the
heavenly intelligences will be enlisted on our side in every battle.
But the ministry of angels will not ensure us against sorrow and
trial. Angels ministered to Jesus; yet their presence did not make his
life one of ease, nor free Him from conflict and temptation. While
we are engaged in the work which the Master has appointed us to
do, though trials and perplexities and temptations press upon us, we
should not be discouraged; for we know that One has endured all
these temptations before us.

We each have a battle to fight with the fallen foe. We should
begin the conflict in the light of the Bible, gaining victories over self,
giving no place to the evil one. We should not sin against God by
indulging sinful thoughts or speaking murmuring words. We should
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not let the enemy control our powers in the least, but throw all the
weight of our influence on the side of Christ. God has pledged his
word that his grace will be sufficient for us in our greatest necessity,
in our sorest distress. Appropriating this grace, Christ will be found
to be a very present help in time of trouble.

The Lord expects his servants to excel the lovers of the world
in life and character. That they may do this, He has placed at their
command unlimited resources. The Christian is a spectacle unto
the world, to angels, and to men. He is looked upon as one who
1s striving for the mastery, running the race set before him that he
may obtain the prize, even an immortal crown. His motives are to
be above the motives of those who love the world. He is to feel
that in the great contest in which he is engaged, there is everything
to win, and everything to lose. He is to realize that he must make
use of every entrusted power to overcome the world, the flesh, and
the devil, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Grace has been
abundantly provided that he may not fail nor be discouraged, but be
complete in Christ, accepted in the Beloved.

Those who would be victors should contemplate the cost of
salvation, that they may be subdued by the love of Christ, that their
strong human passions may be conquered, and their will brought
into captivity to their Redeemer. The Christian is to realize that he is
not his own, but that he has been bought with a price. His strongest
temptations will come from within; for he must battle against the
inclinations of the natural heart. The Lord knows our weaknesses;
yet He has valued man, even though finite and incapable of any
good in and of himself, at an infinite price. “For God so loved the
world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Every struggle
against sin, every effort to conform to the law of God, is Christ
working through his appointed agencies upon the human heart. Oh,
if we could comprehend what Jesus is to us and what we are to Him,
murmuring would be forever silenced, unbelief would be swept
away, the value of the soul would appear, and we would believe that
God has loved us with an everlasting love.

You who are tempted and tried and discouraged, look up. Let
no weary, halting, sin-oppressed soul become faint-hearted, and
lose hope. The promises of God come sounding down along the
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lines to us, assuring us that we may reach heaven if we will abide
in Christ. Look up; it is fatal to look down. Looking down, the
earth reels and sways beneath you, and nothing is sure. A divine
hand is reached toward you. The hand of the Infinite is stretched
over the battlements of heaven to grasp your hand in its embrace.
The mighty Helper is nigh to help the most erring, the most sinful
and despairing. Look up by faith, and the light of the glory of God
will shine upon you. Do not be discouraged because you see that
your character is defective. The closer you come to Jesus, the more
faulty you will appear in your own eyes; for your vision will be
clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in distinct contrast with
his perfect character. Be not discouraged; this is an evidence that
Satan’s delusions are losing their power, that the vivifying influence
of the Spirit of God is arousing you, and that your indifference and
ignorance are passing away.

Whatever may have been your past experience, however discour-
aging may be your present circumstances, if you will come to Jesus
just as you are, weak, helpless, and despairing, our compassionate
Saviour will meet you a great way off, and will throw about you his
arms of love and his robe of righteousness. Do not continue to talk
of your weakness; Jesus came to bring moral power to combine with
human effort, that we might advance step by step in the heavenward
way. Let your faith lay hold of the precious promises of God, and
if clouds have encompassed you, the mists will roll back; for the
angels of God are ever ready to help in every trial and emergency.
We are not left to battle unaided against the prince of darkness. As
we realize the attacks of the enemy, we shall feel the need of fleeing
to the stronghold, we shall learn to lean upon the Mighty One. He
will be to us as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land, as a
covert from the tempest. Deep and fervent will be the gratitude of
him who experiences the help of God in times of temptation and
trial.

The whole army of heaven is enlisted to fight our battles for us,
to work out for us a glorious victory, and Jesus is the Captain of our
salvation. But let no one think that we shall not be called upon to
endure tribulation. John says, “I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
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with white robes and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud
voice, saying, Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne,
and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne
on their faces, and worshipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and
might, be unto our God forever and ever. Amen. And one of the
elders answered, saying unto me, What are these that are arrayed
in white robes, and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir,
thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in his temple, and He that sitteth
on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”
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What Shall We Render Unto the Lord?
EGW

The Lord Jesus Christ came to our world as a helpless babe. He
was born in Bethlehem, and the angel announced to the shepherds as
they watched over their flocks by night, “Behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men.”

The Redeemer of the world might have come attended by ten
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of angels;
but instead of this He clothed his divinity with humanity, made
Himself of no reputation, took upon Him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of sinful flesh. For verily He took not on
Him the nature of angels, but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.
For it became Him for whom are all things, and by whom all things
consist, in bringing many sons and daughters unto glory, to make
the Captain of their salvation perfect through suffering. For both He
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all one, for which
cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren.

Jesus, the world’s Redeemer, submitted to humiliation that we
might have hope. For our sake He became poor, that through his
merits we might be entitled to imperishable riches. Shall not 