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Foreword

“The doctrine of the second advent is the very keynote of the
sacred Scriptures,” Declared the author of the inspired messages
selected for this devotional volume. “About his coming cluster the
glories of that ‘restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” Acts
3:21. Then the long-continued rule of evil shall be broken; ‘the
kingdoms of this world” will become ‘the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall Reign for Ever and Ever.” Revelation
11:15.”—The Great Controversy, 299-301.

The hearts of God’s people, young and old, throb with intense
longing for that day of deliverance so near at hand. With fast fulfill-
ing prophecy confirming their faith in the imminence of our Lord’s
return, the White Estate trustees commissioned this compilation of
readings clustering about the general theme of eschatology, with
emphasis upon the coming of our Lord. The collection would be
incomplete without readings dealing with the signs that mark the
approach of the coming king, the events that transpire in relationship
to his second appearing, his millennial reign in glory, and insights
into prophecies to be fulfilled at the close of the thousand years of
silence, during which Satan is a prisoner on this earth.

Key statements on a subject so vital to Seventh-day Adventists
have appeared in print in the Ellen G. White books, as well as in
many articles in the journals of the church. Therein lies the explana-
tion for the frequent reference to The great controversy, the desire
of ages, early writings, The nine volumes of the Testimonies for
the Church, The Review and Herald, And The signs of the times.
Numerous statements from unpublished manuscripts enrich the pre-
sentation, especially in the section dealing with the national sunday
law and subsequent events.

Certain necessary deletions within the text of the materials se-
lected have been made in order to eliminate repetition or statements
less pertinent to the topic presented or to accommodate a given read-

X1V
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Foreword XV

ing to the limits of a single page. Special care has been taken to
ensure that these omissions in no way distort or alter the meaning of
the original passage.

References directing the reader to the original sources appear at
the close of the volume. The scripture index includes only the verse
chosen with each reading.

We believe that this devotional volume, the eleventh spirit of
prophecy devotional book, with its accent on fulfilled and fulfilling
prophecies, is timely. The material is straightforward, frank, and
stirring. The message should bring an awakening of the truest kind,
stirring the reader to awareness concerning the second-advent theme
so dear to all of our hearts, and preparation for that event. It is our
prayer that many will be sealed with the seal of the living God and
enabled to pass through the time of trouble and meet the coming
king in peace as a result of applying these readings to their lives.
Maranatha—the Lord is coming!

The trustees of the
Ellen G. White Estate

Washington, D.C.

[6]
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The First Coming of Jesus, January 1

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son,...to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons. Galatians 4:4, 5.

The Saviour’s coming was foretold in Eden. When Adam and
Eve first heard the promise, they looked for its speedy fulfillment.
They joyfully welcomed their first-born son, hoping that he might be
the Deliverer. But the fulfillment of the promise tarried. Those who
first received it died without the sight. From the days of Enoch the
promise was repeated through patriarchs and prophets, keeping alive
the hope of His appearing, and yet He came not. The prophecy of
Daniel revealed the time of His advent, but not all rightly interpreted
the message. Century after century passed away; the voices of the
prophets ceased. The hand of the oppressor was heavy upon Israel,
and many were ready to exclaim, “The days are prolonged, and
every vision faileth.” Ezekiel 12:22.

But like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, God’s
purposes know no haste and no delay. Through the symbols of
the great darkness and the smoking furnace, God had revealed to
Abraham the bondage of Israel in Egypt, and had declared that the
time of their sojourning should be four hundred years. “Afterward,”
He said, “shall they come out with great substance.” Genesis 15:14.
Against that word, all the power of Pharaoh’s proud empire battled
in vain. On “the self-same day” appointed in the divine promise, “it
came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land
of Egypt.” Exodus 12:41. So in heaven’s council the hour for the
coming of Christ had been determined. When the great clock of
time pointed to that hour, Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

“When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son.” Providence had directed the movements of nations, and the
tide of human impulse and influence, until the world was ripe for
the coming of the Deliverer....

18
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Then Jesus came to restore in man the image of his Maker. None
but Christ can fashion anew the character that has been ruined by sin.
He came to expel the demons that had controlled the will. He came
to lift us up from the dust, to reshape the marred character after the
pattern of His divine character, and to make it beautiful with His
own glory.
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The Lesson of Bethlehem, January 2

Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto
them that look for him shall he appear the second time without
sin unto salvation. Hebrews 9:28.

At the time of Christ’s first advent the priests and scribes of
the Holy City, to whom were entrusted the oracles of God, might
have discerned the signs of the times and proclaimed the coming
of the Promised One. The prophecy of Micah designated His birth-
place; Daniel specified the time of His advent. God committed these
prophecies to the Jewish leaders; they were without excuse if they
did not know and declare to the people that the Messiah’s coming
was at hand. Their ignorance was the result of sinful neglect....

All the people should have been watching and waiting that they
might be among the first to welcome the world’s Redeemer. But, lo,
at Bethlehem two weary travelers from the hills of Nazareth traverse
the whole length of the narrow street to the eastern extremity of the
town, vainly seeking a place of rest and shelter for the night. No
doors are open to receive them. In a wretched hovel prepared for
cattle, they at last find refuge, and there the Saviour of the world is
born....

There is no evidence that Christ is expected, and no preparation
for the Prince of life. In amazement the celestial messenger is about
to return to heaven with the shameful tidings, when he discovers a
group of shepherds who are watching their flocks by night, and as
they gaze into the starry heavens, are contemplating the prophecy
of a Messiah to come to earth, and longing for the advent of the
world’s Redeemer. Here is a company that is prepared to receive
the heavenly message. And suddenly the angel of the Lord appears,
declaring the good tidings of great joy....

Oh, what a lesson is this wonderful story of Bethlehem! How it
rebukes our unbelief, our pride and self-sufficiency. How it warns us

20
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to beware, lest by our criminal indifference we also fail to discern the
signs of the times, and therefore know not the day of our visitation.



[11]

When Jesus was Born, January 3

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem...there came wise men
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? Matthew 2:1, 2.

The King of glory stooped low to take humanity; and angels,
who had witnessed His splendor in the heavenly courts, as He was
worshiped by all the heavenly hosts, were disappointed to find their
divine Commander in a position of so great humiliation.

The Jews had separated themselves so far from God by their
wicked works, that angels could not communicate to them the tidings
of the advent of the infant Redeemer. God chooses the wise men of
the East to do His will....

These wise men had seen the heavens illuminated with light,
which enshrouded the heavenly host who heralded the advent of
Christ to the humble shepherds....

This light was a distant cluster of flaming angels, which appeared
like a luminous star. The unusual appearance of the large bright star,
which they had never seen before, hanging as a sign in the heavens,
attracted their attention....The wise men directed their course where
the star seemed to lead them. And as they drew nigh to the city
of Jerusalem, the star was enshrouded in darkness, and no longer
guided them. They reasoned that the Jews could not be ignorant of
the great event of the advent of the Messiah, and they made inquiries
in the vicinity of Jerusalem.

The wise men are surprised to see no unusual interest upon the
subject of the coming of the Messiah....They marvel that the Jews
are not interested and joyful in prospect of this great event of the
advent of Christ.

The churches of our time are seeking worldly aggrandizement,
and are as unwilling to see the light of the prophecies, and receive
the evidences of their fulfillment which show that Christ is soon to
come, as were the Jews in reference to His first appearing. They
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were looking for the temporal and triumphant reign of Messiah
in Jerusalem. Professed Christians of our time are expecting the
temporal prosperity of the church, in the conversion of the world,
and the enjoyment of the temporal millennium.



[12]

The Hope of the Second Coming, January 4

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20.

The [second] coming of the Lord has been in all ages the hope of
His true followers. The Saviour’s parting promise upon Olivet, that
He would come again, lighted up the future for His disciples, filling
their hearts with joy and hope that sorrow could not quench nor trials
dim. Amid suffering and persecution, “the appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” was the “blessed hope.” When
the Thessalonian Christians were filled with grief as they buried
their loved ones, who had hoped to live to witness the coming of the
Lord, Paul, their teacher, pointed them to the resurrection, to take
place at the Saviour’s advent. Then the dead in Christ should rise,
and together with the living be caught up to meet the Lord in the
air. “And so,” he said, “shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore
comfort one another with these words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. ...

From the dungeon, the stake, the scaffold, where saints and mar-
tyrs witnessed for the truth, comes down the centuries the utterance
of their faith and hope. Being “assured of His personal resurrection,
and consequently of their own at His coming, for this cause,” says
one of these Christians, “they despised death, and were found to
be above it.”—Daniel T. Taylor, The Reign of Christ on Earth: or,
The Voice of the Church in All Ages, p. 33. They were willing
to go down to the grave, that they might “rise free.” They looked
for the “Lord to come from heaven in the clouds with the glory of
His Father,” “bringing to the just the times of the kingdom.” The
Waldenses cherished the same faith. Wycliffe looked forward to the
Redeemer’s appearing as the hope of the church.

On rocky Patmos the beloved disciple hears the promise, “Surely
I come quickly,” and his longing response voices the prayer of the
church in all her pilgrimage, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Revela-
tion 22:20.
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I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth. Job 19:25.

One of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths revealed in
the Bible is that of Christ’s second coming, to complete the great
work of redemption. To God’s pilgrim people, so long left to sojourn
in “the region and shadow of death,” a precious, joy-inspiring hope
1s given in the promise of His appearing, who is “the resurrection
and the life,” to “bring home again His banished.” The doctrine
of the second advent is the very key-note of the Sacred Scriptures.
From the day when the first pair turned their sorrowing steps from
Eden, the children of faith have waited the coming of the Promised
One to break the destroyer’s power and bring them again to the lost
Paradise. ... Enoch, only the seventh in descent from them that
dwelt in Eden, he who for three centuries on earth walked with his
God, was permitted to behold from afar the coming of the Deliverer.
“Behold,” he declared, “the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his
saints, to execute judgment upon all.” The patriarch Job in the night
of his affliction exclaimed with unshaken trust: “I know that my
redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth:... in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself,
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another.”

May the God of all grace so enlighten your understanding that
you may discern eternal things, that by the light of truth your own
errors, which are many, may be discovered to you just as they are,
that you may make the necessary effort to put them away, and in the
place of this evil, bitter fruit may bring forth fruit which is precious
unto eternal life.

Humble your poor, proud, self-righteous heart before God; get
low, very low, all broken in your sinfulness at His feet. Devote
yourself to the work of preparation. Rest not until you can truly say:
My Redeemer liveth, and, because He lives, I shall live also.
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If you lose heaven, you lose everything; if you gain heaven, you
gain everything. Do not make a mistake in this matter, I implore
you. Eternal interests are here involved.



Faith of the Reformers, January 6

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 1 Corinthians
15:26.

Luther declared: “I persuade myself verily, that the day of judg-
ment will not be absent full three hundred years. God will not,
cannot, suffer this wicked world much longer.” “The great day is
drawing near in which the kingdom of abominations shall be over-
thrown.”—Daniel T. Taylor, The Reign of Christ on Earth: or, The
Voice of the Church in All Ages, p. 33.

“This aged world is not far from its end,” said Melanchthon.
Calvin bids Christians “not to hesitate, ardently desiring the day of
Christ’s coming as of all events most auspicious;” and declares that
“the whole family of the faithful will keep in view that day.” “We
must hunger after Christ, we must seek, contemplate,” he says, “till
the dawning of that great day, when our Lord will fully manifest the
glory of His kingdom.”—The Great Controversy, 158, 134.

“Has not the Lord Jesus carried up our flesh into heaven?” said
Knox, the Scotch Reformer, “and shall He not return? We know
that He shall return, and that with expedition.” Ridley and Latimer,
who laid down their lives for the truth, looked in faith for the Lord’s
coming. Ridley wrote: “The world without doubt—this I do believe,
and therefore I say it—draws to an end. Let us with John, the servant
of God, cry in our hearts unto our Saviour Christ, Come, Lord Jesus,
come.”—The Great Controversy, 151, 145.

“The thoughts of the coming of the Lord,” said Baxter, “are
most sweet and joyful to me.”—Richard Baxter, Works, vol. 17, p.
555. “It is the work of faith and the character of His saints to love
His appearing and to look for that blessed hope.” “If death be the
last enemy to be destroyed at the resurrection, we may learn how
earnestly believers should long and pray for the second coming of
Christ, when this full and final conquest shall be made.”—The Great
Controversy, 17, 500. “This 1s the day that all believers should long,
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and hope, and wait for, as being the accomplishment of all the work
of their redemption, and all the desires and endeavors of their souls.”
“Hasten, O Lord, this blessed day!”—The Great Controversy, 17,
182, 183. Such was the hope of the apostolic church, of the “church
in the wilderness,” and of the Reformers.
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The Key to History, January 7

Watchman, what of the night? The watchman said, The
morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will enquire, enquire
ye: return, come. Isaiah 21:11 (last part), 12.

An understanding of the hope of Christ’s second coming is the
key that unlocks all the history that follows, and explains all the
future lessons.

The voice of the true watchman needs now to be heard all along
the line, “The morning cometh, and also the night.” The trumpet
must give a certain sound, for we are in the great day of the Lord’s
preparation.

The truths of prophecy are bound up together, and as we study
them, they form a beautiful cluster of practical Christian truth. All
the discourses that we give are plainly to reveal that we are waiting,
working, and praying for the coming of the Son of God. His coming
1s our hope. This hope is to be bound up with all our words and
works, with all our associations and relationships....

The second coming of the Son of man is to be the wonderful
theme kept before the people. Here is a subject that should not be
left out of our discourses. Eternal realities must be kept before the
mind’s eye, and the attractions of the world will appear as they are,
altogether profitless as vanity. What are we to do with the world’s
vanities, its praises, its riches, its honors, or its enjoyments?

We are pilgrims and strangers who are waiting, hoping, and
praying for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. If we believe this and bring it into our
practical life, what vigorous action would this faith and hope inspire;
what fervent love one for another; what careful holy living for the
glory of God; and in our respect for the recompense of the reward,
what distinct lines of demarcation would be evidenced between us
and the world....

The truth that Christ is coming should be kept before every mind.
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Parallel Disappointments, January 8

Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. James 5:11.

Not infrequently the minds of the people, and even of God’s
servants, are so blinded by human opinions, the traditions and false
teaching of men, that they are able only partially to grasp the great
things which He has revealed in His word. Thus it was with the
disciples of Christ, even when the Saviour was with them in person.
Their minds had become imbued with the popular conception of the
Messiah as a temporal prince, who was to exalt Israel to the throne
of the universal empire, and they could not understand the meaning
of His words foretelling His sufferings and death....

From their very birth their hearts had been set upon the antici-
pated glory of an earthly empire, and this blinded their understand-
ing....

The experience of the disciples who preached the “gospel of
the kingdom™ at the first advent of Christ, had its counterpart in
the experience of those who proclaimed the message of His second
advent....

Like the first disciples, William Miller and his associates did not,
themselves, fully comprehend the import of the message which they
bore. Errors that had been long established in the church prevented
them from arriving at a correct interpretation of an important point in
the prophecy. Therefore, though they proclaimed the message which
God had committed to them to be given to the world, yet through a
misapprehension of its meaning they suffered disappointment....

With these believers, as with the first disciples, that which in the
hour of trial seemed dark to their understanding would afterward be
made plain. When they should see the “end of the Lord” they would
know that, notwithstanding the trial resulting from their errors, His
purposes of love toward them had been steadily fulfilling. They
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would learn by a blessed experience that He is “very pitiful, and of
tender mercy;” that all His paths “are mercy and truth unto such as
keep his covenant and his testimonies.”



[17]

Humble Men Proclaim the Message, January 9

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.
2 Peter 1:19.

This message [Revelation 14:6, 7] is declared to be a part of
“the everlasting gospel.” The work of preaching the gospel has not
been committed to angels, but has been entrusted to men. Holy
angels have been employed in directing this work, they have in
charge the great movements for the salvation of men; but the actual
proclamation of the gospel is performed by the servants of Christ
upon the earth.

Faithful men, who were obedient to the promptings of God’s
Spirit and the teachings of His word, were to proclaim this warning
to the world. They were those who had taken heed to the “sure word
of prophecy,” the “light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise.” 2 Peter 1:19. They had been seeking
the knowledge of God more than all hid treasures, counting it “better
than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.”
Proverbs 3:14. And the Lord revealed to them the great things of the
kingdom. “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he
will show them his covenant.” Psalm 25:14.

It was not the scholarly theologians who had an understanding of
this truth, and engaged in its proclamation. Had these been faithful
watchmen, diligently and prayerfully searching the Scriptures, they
would have known the time of night; the prophecies would have
opened to them the events about to take place. But they did not
occupy this position, and the message was given by humbler men.
Said Jesus: “Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon
you.” John 12:35. Those who turn away from the light which God
has given, or who neglect to seek it when it is within their reach, are
left in darkness. But the Saviour declares: “He that followeth me
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shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” John 8:12.
Whoever is with singleness of purpose seeking to do God’s will,
earnestly heeding the light already given, will receive greater light;
to that soul some star of heavenly radiance will be sent to guide him
into all truth.
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[18]

The Truth will Triumph, January 10

The angel ... sware by him that liveth for ever ... that there
should be time no longer. Revelation 10:5, 6.

The message of Revelation 14, proclaiming that the hour of
God’s judgment is come, is given in the time of the end; and the
angel of Revelation 10 is represented as having one foot on the sea
and one foot on the land, showing that the message will be carried
to distant lands, the ocean will be crossed, and the islands of the sea
will hear the proclamation of the last message of warning....

“And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the
earth lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by him that liveth for
ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are,
and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the
things which are therein, that there should be time no longer” (Rev-
elation 10:5, 6). This message announces the end of the prophetic
periods. The disappointment of those who expected to see our Lord
in 1844 was indeed bitter to those who had so ardently looked for
His appearing. It was in the Lord’s order that this disappointment
should come....

Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not pre-
pared for; not one opposing force has risen to counterwork the work
of God but He has foreseen. All has taken place as He has predicted
through His prophets. He has not left His church in darkness, for-
saken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what would occur,
and through His providence, acting in its appointed place in the
world’s history, He has brought about that which His Holy Spirit in-
spired the prophets to foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and
established. His law is linked with His throne, and satanic agencies
combined with human agencies cannot destroy it. Truth is inspired
and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may
appear at times to be overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the
law exemplified in character. The deceptions practiced against it,
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every device for vindicating falsehood, every error forged by satanic
agencies, will eventually be eternally broken, and the triumph of
truth will be like the appearing of the sun at noonday. The Sun of
Righteousness shall shine forth with healing in His wings, and the
whole earth shall be filled with His glory.



[19]

Hastening Our Lord’s Return, January 11

He will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness:
because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.
Romans 9:28.

In the prophecy of Jerusalem’s destruction Christ said, “Because
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.” This prophecy will again
be fulfilled. The abounding iniquity of that day finds its counterpart
in this generation. So with the prediction in regard to the preaching
of the gospel. Before the fall of Jerusalem, Paul, writing by the
Holy Spirit, declared that the gospel was preached to “every creature
which is under heaven.” Colossians 1:23. So now, before the coming
of the Son of man, the everlasting gospel is to be preached “to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” Revelation 14:6, 14.
God “hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world.”
Acts 17:31. Christ tells us when that day shall be ushered in. He
does not say that all the world will be converted, but that “this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.” By giving the gospel to
the world it is in our power to hasten our Lord’s return. We are not
only to look for but to hasten the coming of the day of God. 2 Peter
3:12, margin. Had the church of Christ done her appointed work
as the Lord ordained, the whole world would before this have been
warned, and the Lord Jesus would have come to our earth in power
and great glory.

It is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecration, and strife
among the Lord’s professed people that have kept us in this world
of sin and sorrow so many years....

We may have to remain here in this world because of insubordi-
nation many more years, as did the children of Israel; but for Christ’s
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sake, His people should not add sin to sin by charging God with the
consequence of their own wrong course of action.



[20]

Last Warnings of the Third Angel, January 12

After these things I saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with
his glory. Revelation 18:1.

The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel’s
message 1s to lighten the whole earth with his glory. A work of
world-wide extent and unwonted power is here foretold. The advent
movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power
of God; the first angel’s message was carried to every missionary
station in the world, and in some countries there was the greatest
religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the
Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be exceeded
by the mighty movement under the last warning of the third angel....

The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifesta-
tion of the power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies
which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the open-
ing of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its
close....

Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with
holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the
message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth,
the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be
healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also
works with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in
the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of the earth
will be brought to take their stand....

The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted
their influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been
prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obe-
dience. Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is
seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands
which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are
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powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides.
Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, a large
number take their stand upon the Lord’s side.



[21]

He shall Reign Forever, January 13

The seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever. Revelation 11:15.

The coming of Christ to usher in the reign of righteousness has
inspired the most sublime ... utterances of the sacred writers.... The
psalmist sang of the power and majesty of Israel’s King: ... “Let the
heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad ... before the Lord: for he
cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world
with righteousness, and the people with his truth.” Psalm 96:11-13.

Said the prophet Isaiah:... “He will swallow up death in victory;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the
rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth; for the
Lord hath spoken it....” Isaiah 25:8....

When the Saviour was about to be separated from His disciples,
He comforted them in their sorrow with the assurance that He would
come again: “Let not your heart be troubled....In my Father’s house
are many mansions....I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself.” John 14:1-3....

The angels who lingered upon Olivet after Christ’s ascension
repeated to the disciples the promise of His return: “This same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:11. And the
apostle Paul, speaking by the Spirit of Inspiration, testified: “The
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16.
Says the prophet of Patmos: “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see him.” Revelation 1:7.

About His coming cluster the glories of that “restitution of all
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
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since the world began.” Acts 3:21. Then the long-continued rule of
evil shall be broken; “the kingdoms of this world” will become “the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever.” Revelation 11:15.
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The Elijah Prophecy, January 14

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the Lord: And he shall turn the
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a
curse. Malachi 4:5, 6.

Those who are to prepare the way for the second coming of
Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit
of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ’s first advent.

The work of John the Baptist, and the work of those who in the
last days go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to arouse the
people from their apathy, are in many respects the same. His work
is a type of the work that must be done in this age. Christ is to come
the second time to judge the world in righteousness.

John separated himself from friends and from the luxuries of life.
The simplicity of his dress, a garment woven of camel’s hair, was a
standing rebuke to the extravagance and display of the Jewish priests,
and of the people generally. His diet, purely vegetable, of locusts
and wild honey, was a rebuke to the indulgence of appetite and the
gluttony that everywhere prevailed. ... The great subject of reform
1s to be agitated, and the public mind is to be stirred. Temperance
in all things is to be connected with the message, to turn the people
of God from their idolatry, their gluttony, and their extravagance in
dress and other things.

The self-denial, humility, and temperance required of the righ-
teous, whom God especially leads and blesses, is to be presented to
the people in contrast to the extravagant, health-destroying habits
of those who live in this degenerate age. God has shown that health
reform is as closely connected with the third angel’s message as the
hand is with the body.

As John the Baptist ... called their attention to the Ten Com-
mandments, so we are to give, with no uncertain sound, the message:
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“Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is
come.” With the earnestness that characterized Elijah the prophet

and John the Baptist, we are to strive to prepare the way for Christ’s
second advent.



[23]

Uplift Jesus as the Center, January 15

I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and
morning star. Revelation 22:16.

The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to
warn the people of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes
which prophecy has revealed be left untouched. If our people were
half awake, if they realized the nearness of the events portrayed in
the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches,
and many more would believe the message. We have no time to
lose.... Advance new principles, and crowd in the clear-cut truth. It
will be as a sword cutting both ways. But be not too ready to take a
controversial attitude. There will be times when we must stand still
and see the salvation of God. Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation
speak, and tell what is truth. But whatever phase of the subject is
presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, “the root and the
offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.”

We do not go deep enough in our search for truth. Every soul
who believes present truth will be brought where he will be required
to give a reason of the hope that is in him. The people of God will be
called upon to stand before kings, princes, rulers, and great men of
the earth, and they must know that they do know what is truth. They
must be converted men and women. God can teach you more in one
moment by His Holy Spirit than you could learn from the great men
of the earth. The universe is looking upon the controversy that is
going on upon the earth. At an infinite cost, God has provided for
every man an opportunity to know that which will make him wise
unto salvation. How eagerly do angels look to see who will avail
himself of this opportunity! When a message is presented to God’s
people, they should not rise up in opposition to it; they should go
to the Bible, comparing it with the law and the testimony, and if it
does not bear this test, it is not true. God wants our minds to expand.
He desires to put His grace upon us. We may have a feast of good
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things every day, for God can open the whole treasure of heaven to
us.



[24]

The Field is the World, January 16

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Matthew 28:19.

While in California in the year 1874, I was given an impressive
dream....

I dreamed that several of the brethren in California were in coun-
cil, considering the best plan for labor during the coming season....

A young man whom I had frequently seen in my dreams, came
into the council. He listened with deep interest to the words that
were spoken, and then, speaking with deliberation and authoritative
confidence, said:

“The cities and villages constitute a part of the Lord’s vineyard.
They must hear the messages of warning. The enemy of truth is
making desperate efforts to turn the people from the truth of God to
falsehood.... You are to sow beside all waters.

“It may be that you will not at once see the result of your labor,
but this should not discourage you. Take Christ as your example. He
had many hearers, but few followers.” ...

The messenger continued: “You are entertaining too limited
ideas of the work for this time. You are trying to plan the work so
that you can embrace it in your arms. You must take broader views.
Your light must not be put under a bushel or under a bed, but on a
candlestick, that it may give light to all that are in the house. Your
house is the world....

“Many countries are waiting for the advanced light the Lord has
for them; and your faith is limited, it is very small. Your conception
of the work needs to be greatly enlarged.... Go forward. God will
work with great power if you will walk in all humility of mind before
Him. It is not faith to talk of impossibilities. Nothing is impossible
with God. The light of the binding claims of the law of God is to
test...the world.”...

46


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Matthew.28.19

Field is the World, January 16 47

Time is short; and all who believe this message, should feel a
solemn obligation resting upon them to be disinterested workers,
exerting their influence on the right side, and never by word or
action be found arrayed against those who are seeking to advance
the interests of God’s cause....The light God has given us isn’t worth
much to the world unless it can be seen by being presented before
them.



[25]

God’s Judgments in the Land, January 17

Men'’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those
things which are coming on the earth. Luke 21:26.

O that God’s people had a sense of the impending destruction of
thousands of cities, now almost given to idolatry! ...

Not long ago a very impressive scene passed before me. I saw an
immense ball of fire falling among some beautiful mansions, causing
their instant destruction. I heard someone say, “We knew that the
judgments of God were coming upon the earth, but we did not know
that they would come so soon.” Others said, ““You knew? Why then
did you not tell us? We did not know.” On every side I heard such
words spoken....

Soon grievous troubles will arise among the nations—trouble
that will not cease until Jesus comes. As never before we need to
press together, serving Him who has prepared His throne in the
heavens and whose kingdom ruleth over all. God has not forsaken
His people, and our strength lies in not forsaking Him.

The judgments of God are in the land. The wars and rumors of
wars, the destruction by fire and flood, say clearly that the time of
trouble, which is to increase until the end, is very near at hand. We
have no time to lose. The world is stirred with the spirit of war. The
prophecies of the eleventh of Daniel have almost reached their final
fulfillment....

Last Friday morning, just before I awoke, a very impressive
scene was presented before me. I seemed to awake from sleep but
was not in my home. From the windows I could behold a terrible
conflagration. Great balls of fire were falling upon houses, and
from these balls fiery arrows were flying in every direction. It was
impossible to check the fires that were kindled, and many places
were being destroyed. The terror of the people was indescribable.

Strictly will the cities of the nations be dealt with, and yet they
will not be visited in the extreme of God’s indignation, because some
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souls will yet break away from the delusions of the enemy, and will
repent and be converted, while the mass will be treasuring up wrath
against the day of wrath.



[26]

A Better and Nobler Way, January 18

Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well. Isaiah
1:16, 17.

Ignorance, pleasure loving, and sinful habits, corrupting soul,
body, and spirit, make the world full of moral leprosy; a deadly
moral malaria is destroying thousands and tens of thousands.

Many are sunken in sin. Many are in distress. They are pressed
with suffering, want, unbelief, despondency. Disease of every type
afflicts them, both in body and in soul. They long to find a solace for
their troubles, and Satan tempts them to seek it in lusts and pleasures
that lead to ruin and death. He is offering them the apples of Sodom,
that will turn to ashes upon their lips.

A terrible picture of the condition of the world has been presented
before me. Immorality abounds everywhere. Licentiousness is the
special sin of this age. Never did vice lift its deformed head with
such boldness as now.... The iniquity which abounds is not merely
confined to the unbeliever and the scoffer. Would that this were the
case, but it is not. Many men and women who profess the religion
of Christ are guilty. Even some who profess to be looking for His
appearing are no more prepared for that event than Satan himself.
They are not cleansing themselves from all pollution. They have so
long served their lust that it is natural for their thoughts to be impure
and their imaginations corrupt. It is as impossible to cause their
minds to dwell upon pure and holy things as it would be to turn the
course of Niagara and send its waters pouring up the falls.... Every
Christian will have to learn to restrain his passions and be controlled
by principle....

If lasciviousness, pollution, adultery, crime, and murder are the
order of the day among those who know not the truth, and who refuse
to be controlled by the principles of God’s word, how important
that the class professing to be followers of Christ, closely allied to
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God and angels, should show them a better and nobler way! How
important that by their chastity and virtue they stand in marked
contrast to that class who are controlled by brute passions!



[27]

When the Loud Cry Sounds, January 19

And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed. Romans 13:11.

The end 1s near, stealing upon us stealthily, imperceptibly, like
the noiseless approach of a thief in the night. May the Lord grant
that we shall no longer sleep as do others, but that we shall watch
and be sober. The truth is soon to triumph gloriously, and all who
now choose to be laborers together with God, will triumph with it.
The time is short; the night soon cometh when no man can work....

The time is coming when there will be as many converted in a
day as there were on the day of Pentecost, after the disciples had
received the Holy Spirit....

Many have let the gospel invitation go unheeded; they have been
tested and tried; but mountainous obstacles have seemed to loom
up before their faces, blocking their onward march. Through faith,
perseverance, and courage, many will surmount these obstructions
and walk out into the glorious light.

Almost unconsciously barriers have been erected in the strait and
narrow way; stones of stumbling have been placed in the path; these
will all be rolled away. The safeguards which false shepherds have
thrown around their flocks will become as nought; thousands will
step out into the light, and work to spread the light. Heavenly intel-
ligences will combine with the human agencies. Thus encouraged,
the church will indeed arise and shine, throwing all her sanctified
energies into the contest; thus the design of God is accomplished;
the lost pearls are recovered....

During the loud cry, the church, aided by the providential inter-
positions of her exalted Lord, will diffuse the knowledge of salvation
so abundantly that light will be communicated to every city and town.
The earth will be filled with the knowledge of salvation. So abun-
dantly will the renewing Spirit of God have crowned with success
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the intensely active agencies, that the light of present truth will be
seen flashing everywhere.



[28]

The Faithful Ones will not Fail, January 20

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. Revelation
14:12.

We have need now for more than human wisdom in reading and
searching the Scriptures; and if we come to God’s Word with humble
hearts, He will raise up a standard for us against the lawless element.

It is difficult to hold fast the beginning of our confidence firm
unto the end; and the difficulty increases when there are hidden
influences constantly at work to bring in another spirit, a counter-
working element, on Satan’s side of the question. In the absence
of persecution, there have drifted into our ranks some who appear
sound, and their Christianity unquestionable, but who, if persecution
should arise, would go out from us. In the crisis, they would see
force in specious reasoning that has had an influence on their minds.
Satan has prepared various snares to meet varied minds. When the
law of God is made void the church will be sifted by fiery trials, and
a larger proportion than we now anticipate, will give heed to seduc-
ing spirits and doctrines of devils. Instead of being strengthened
when brought into strait places, many prove that they are not living
branches of the True Vine....

But when the world makes void the law of God, what will be the
effect upon the truly obedient and righteous? Will they be carried
away by the strong current of evil? Because so many rank themselves
under the banner of the prince of darkness, will God’s command-
ment-keeping people swerve from their allegiance? Never! Not one
who is abiding in Christ will fail or fall. His followers will bow in
obedience to a higher authority than that of any earthly potentate.
While the contempt placed upon God’s commandments leads many
to suppress the truth and show less reverence for it, the faithful ones
will with greater earnestness hold aloft its distinguishing truths. We
are not left to our own direction.... We should consult His Word with
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humble hearts, ask His counsel, and give up our will to His. We can
do nothing without God.



[29]

Labor to Win Even One Soul, January 21

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of
them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and
go after that which is lost, until he find it? Luke 15:4.

For the conversion of one soul we should tax our resources to the
utmost. One soul won to Christ will flash heaven’s light all around
him, penetrating the moral darkness and saving other souls.

If Christ left the ninety and nine, that He might seek and save the
one lost sheep, can we be justified in doing less? Is not a neglect to
work even as Christ worked, to sacrifice as He sacrificed, a betrayal
of sacred trusts, an insult to God?

Sound an alarm throughout the length and breadth of the earth.
Tell the people that the day of the Lord is near and hasteth greatly.
Let none be left unwarned. We might have been in the place of
the poor souls that are in error. We might have been placed among
barbarians. According to the truth we have received above others,
we are debtors to impart the same to them.

We have no time to lose. The end is near. The passage from place
to place to spread the truth will soon be hedged with dangers on
the right hand and on the left. Everything will be placed to obstruct
the way of the Lord’s messengers, so that they will not be able to
do that which it is possible for them to do now. We must look our
work fairly in the face and advance as fast as possible in aggressive
warfare. From the light given me of God I know that the powers of
darkness are working with intense energy from beneath, and with
stealthy tread Satan is advancing to take those who are now asleep,
as a wolf taking his prey. We have warnings now which we may
give, a work now which we may do; but soon it will be more difficult
than we can imagine. God help us to keep in the channel of light,
to work with our eyes fastened on Jesus our Leader, and patiently,
perseveringly press on to gain the victory.
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In our life here, earthly, sin-restricted though it is, the greatest
joy and the highest education are in service. And in the future state,
untrammeled by the limitations of sinful humanity, it is in service
that our greatest joy and our highest education will be found.



[30] Study Daniel and the Revelation, January 22

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for
the time is at hand. Revelation 1:3.

A message that will arouse the churches is to be proclaimed.
Every effort is to be made to give the light, not only to our people,
but to the world. I have been instructed that the prophecies of
Daniel and the Revelation should be printed in small books, with
the necessary explanations, and should be sent all over the world.
Our own people need to have the light placed before them in clearer
lines.

Those who eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God
will bring from the books of Daniel and Revelation truth that is
inspired by the Holy Spirit. They will start into action forces that
cannot be repressed. The lips of children will be opened to proclaim
the mysteries that have been hidden from the minds of men....

Many of the prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succes-
sion. Every element of power is about to be set to work. Past history
will be repeated; old controversies will arouse to new life, and peril
will beset God’s people on every side. Intensity is taking hold of the
human family. It is permeating everything upon the earth....

Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be
repeated.... We, with all our religious advantages, ought to know far
more today than we do know.

Angels desire to look into the truths that are revealed to the
people who with contrite hearts are searching the word of God and
praying for greater lengths and breadths and depths and heights of
the knowledge which He alone can give.

As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies
relating to the last days especially demand our study. The last book
of the New Testament Scriptures is full of truth that we need to
understand. Satan has blinded the minds of many so that they have
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been glad of any excuse for not making the Revelation their study.
But Christ through His servant John has here declared what shall be
in the last days; and He says, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein.”



[31]

Intolerance and Persecution, January 23

If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they
have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. John 15:20.

Persecution in its varied forms is the development of a principle
which will exist as long as Satan exists and Christianity has vital
power. No man can serve God without enlisting against himself
the opposition of the hosts of darkness. Evil angels will assail him,
alarmed that his influence is taking the prey from their hands. Evil
men, rebuked by his example, will unite with them in seeking to
separate him from God by alluring temptations. When these do
not succeed, then a compelling power is employed to force the
conscience.

But so long as Jesus remains man’s intercessor in the sanctuary
above, the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit is felt by rulers
and people. It still controls to some extent the laws of the land.
Were it not for these laws, the condition of the world would be much
worse than it now is. While many of our rulers are active agents
of Satan, God also has His agents among the leading men of the
nation. The enemy moves upon his servants to propose measures
that would greatly impede the work of God; but statesmen who fear
the Lord are influenced by holy angels to oppose such propositions
with unanswerable arguments. Thus a few men will hold in check a
powerful current of evil. The opposition of the enemies of truth will
be restrained that the third angel’s message may do its work. When
the final warning shall be given, it will arrest the attention of these
leading men through whom the Lord is now working, and some of
them will accept it, and will stand with the people of God through
the time of trouble....

“Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your
God....” Joel 2:23. “In the last days, saith God, I will pour out of
my Spirit upon all flesh.” “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 2:17, 21.
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The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifesta-
tion of the power of God than marked its opening.



[32]

The Church Will Not Fall, January 24

Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. Matthew 16:18.

Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the
world as his subjects, he has gained control of the apostate churches;
but here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy. If he
could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. As
he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in the near
future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people
of God.... Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their only defense
will be prayer.

The trying experiences that came to God’s people in the days of
Esther were not peculiar to that age alone. The revelator, looking
down the ages to the close of time, has declared, “The dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant
of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17. Some who today are
living on the earth will see these words fulfilled.

The wrath of Satan increases as his time grows short, and his
work of deceit and destruction will reach its culmination in the time
of trouble.

Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power
as supreme. The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not
fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out—the
chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal,
but nevertheless it must take place. None but those who have been
overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony
will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin,
without guile in their mouths.

God declares that even a mother may forget her child, “yet will
I not forget thee.” ... God thinks of His children with the tenderest
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solicitude and keeps a book of remembrance before Him, that He
may never forget the children of His care.



[33]

The Counterfeit Revival, January 25

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, ... having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away. 2 Timothy 3:1, 2, 5.

Before the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the earth
there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive
godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit
and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that
time many will separate themselves from those churches in which
the love of this world has supplanted love for God and His word.
Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept those great
truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare
a people for the Lord’s second coming. The enemy of souls desires
to hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall
come, he will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In
those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will
make it appear that God’s special blessing is poured out; there will
be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes
will exult that God is working marvelously for them, when the work
1s that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to
extend his influence over the Christian world.

In many of the revivals which have occurred during the last half
century, the same influences have been at work, to a greater or less
degree, that will be manifest in the more extensive movements of the
future. There is an emotional excitement, a mingling of the true with
the false, that is well adapted to mislead. Yet none need be deceived.
In the light of God’s word it is not difficult to determine the nature of
these movements. Wherever men neglect the testimony of the Bible,
turning away from those plain, soul-testing truths which require
self-denial and renunciation of the world, there we may be sure
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that God’s blessing is not bestowed. And by the rule which Christ
Himself has given, “Ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matthew

7:16), it is evident that these movements are not the work of the
Spirit of God.
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[34]

Presumptuous, Careless Delay, January 26

Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his
shame. Revelation 16:15.

The evil servant says in his heart, “My lord delayeth his coming.”
He does not say that Christ will not come. He does not scoff at the
idea of His second coming. But in his heart and by his actions and
words he declares that the Lord’s coming is delayed. He banishes
from the mind of others the conviction that the Lord is coming
quickly. His influence leads men to presumptuous, careless delay....
He mingles with the world....It is a fearful assimilation. With the
world he is taken in the snare....

“If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief,
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.” Revelation
3:3. The advent of Christ will surprise the false teachers. They are
saying, “Peace and safety.” Like the priests and teachers before the
fall of Jerusalem, they look for the church to enjoy earthly prosperity
and glory. The signs of the times they interpret as foreshadowing
this. But what saith the word of Inspiration? “Sudden destruction
cometh upon them.” 1 Thessalonians 5:3. Upon all who dwell on the
face of the whole earth, upon all who make this world their home,
the day of God will come as a snare....

The world, full of rioting, full of godless pleasure, is asleep,
asleep in carnal security. Men are putting afar off the coming of
the Lord. They laugh at warnings. The proud boast is made, “All
things continue as they were from the beginning.” “Tomorrow shall
be as this day, and much more abundant.” 2 Peter 3:4; [saiah 56:12.
We will go deeper into pleasure loving. But Christ says, “Behold,
I come as a thief.” Revelation 16:15. At the very time when the
world is asking in scorn, “Where is the promise of his coming?”
the signs are fulfilling. While they cry, “Peace and safety,” sudden
destruction i1s coming. When the scorner, the rejecter of truth, has
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become presumptuous; when the routine of work in the various
money-making lines is carried on without regard to principle; when
the student is eagerly seeking knowledge of everything but his Bible,
Christ comes as a thief.



[35]

A Heaven to Win, January 27

Watch ye therefore, and pray always. Luke 21:36.

The days in which we live are solemn and important. The Spirit
of God is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the earth....

The condition of things in the world shows that troublous times
are right upon us. The daily papers are full of indications of a terrible
conflict in the near future. Bold robberies are of frequent occurrence.
Strikes are common. Thefts and murders are committed on every
hand. Men possessed of demons are taking the lives of men, women,
and little children. Men have become infatuated with vice, and every
species of evil prevails.

Everything in the world is in agitation. The signs of the times
are ominous. Coming events cast their shadows before. The Spirit
of God is withdrawing from the earth, and calamity follows calamity
by sea and by land. There are tempests, earthquakes, fires, floods,
murders of every grade.... Rapidly are men ranging themselves
under the banner they have chosen. Restlessly are they waiting
and watching the movements of their leaders. There are those who
are waiting and watching and working for our Lord’s appearing.
Another class are falling into line under the generalship of the first
great apostate. Few believe with heart and soul that we have a hell
to shun and a heaven to win.

The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines in the
heavens, passing over its usual round.... Men are still eating and
drinking, planting and building, marrying, and giving in marriage.
Merchants are still buying and selling. Men are jostling one against
another, contending for the highest place. Pleasure lovers are still
crowding to theaters, horse races, gambling hells. The highest
excitement prevails, yet probation’s hour is fast closing, and every
case is about to be eternally decided....

Solemnly there come to us down through the centuries the warn-
ing words of our Lord from the Mount of Olives: “Take heed to
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yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeit-
ing, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come
upon you unawares.”



[36]

Blessings Upon the Watchful Ones, January 28

Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh

shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird

himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come
forth and serve them. Luke 12:37.

God has always given men warning of coming judgments. Those
who had faith in His message for their time, and who acted out their
faith, in obedience to His commandments, escaped the judgments
that fell upon the disobedient and unbelieving. The word came to
Noah, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have
I seen righteous before me.” Noah obeyed and was saved. The
message came to Lot, “Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord
will destroy this city.” Genesis 7:1; 19:14. Lot placed himself under
the guardianship of the heavenly messengers, and was saved. So
Christ’s disciples were given warning of the destruction of Jerusalem.
Those who watched for the sign of the coming ruin, and fled from
the city, escaped the destruction. So now we are given warning of
Christ’s second coming and of the destruction to fall upon the world.
Those who heed the warning will be saved.

Because we know not the exact time of His coming, we are
commanded to watch. “Blessed are those servants, whom the lord
when he cometh shall find watching.” Luke 12:37. Those who
watch for the Lord’s coming are not waiting in idle expectancy. The
expectation of Christ’s coming is to make men fear the Lord, and
fear His judgments upon transgression. It is to awaken them to the
great sin of rejecting His offers of mercy. Those who are watching
for the Lord are purifying their souls by obedience to the truth.
With vigilant watching they combine earnest working. Because
they know that the Lord is at the door, their zeal is quickened to
co-operate with the divine intelligences in working for the salvation
of souls. These are the faithful and wise servants who give to the
Lord’s household “their portion of meat in due season.” Luke 12:42.
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They are declaring the truth that is now specially applicable. As
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Moses each declared the truth for his

time, so will Christ’s servants now give the special warning for their
generation.



[37]

Troubles on All Sides, January 29

Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought
his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye
shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger. Zephaniah 2:3.

There is no sadder spectacle than that of those who have been
purchased by the blood of Christ ... turning to jest the messages
graciously sent to them in the gospel, denying the divinity of Christ,
and trusting to their own finite reasoning, and to arguments that have
no foundation. When tested with affliction, when brought face to
face with death, all these fallacies they have cherished will be melted
away like frost before the sun.

How terrible it is to stand by the coffin of one who has rejected
the appeals of divine mercy! How terrible to say: Here is a life
lost! Here is one who might have reached the highest standard, and
gained immortal life, but he surrendered his life to Satan, became
ensnared by the vain philosophies of men, and was a plaything of
the evil one! The Christian’s hope is an anchor to the soul, both sure
and steadfast, and entereth into that which is within the veil, whither
Christ the forerunner is for us entered. We have an individual work
to do to prepare for the great events that are before us.

The youth should seek God more earnestly. The tempest is
coming, and we must get ready for its fury by having repentance
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord will
arise to shake terribly the earth. We shall see troubles on all sides.
Thousands of ships will be hurled into the depths of the sea. Navies
will go down, and human lives will be sacrificed by millions. Fires
will break out unexpectedly, and no human effort will be able to
quench them. The palaces of earth will be swept away in the fury of
the flames. Disasters by rail will become more and more frequent;
confusion, collision, and death without a moment’s warning will
occur on the great lines of travel. The end is near, probation is
closing. Oh, let us seek God while He may be found, call upon Him

72


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Zephaniah.2.3

Troubles on All Sides, January 29 73

while He is near! The prophet says: “Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek
of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness,

seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.”



[38]

Intercessory Prayers for Souls, January 30

Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them
of my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 18:19.

I remember in Battle Creek when there were those who felt the
burden for the unconverted, and those who were in darkness and
saw no light; then prayer meetings were appointed that they might
make the strength of God their strength. In every case the heavenly
intelligences worked with these efforts, and souls were saved.

If there is a large number in the church, let the members be
formed into small companies, to work not only for the church mem-
bers, but for unbelievers. If in one place there are only two or three
who know the truth, let them form themselves into a band of workers.
Let them keep their bond of union unbroken, pressing together in
love and unity, encouraging one another to advance, each gaining
courage and strength from the assistance of the others. Let them
reveal Christlike forbearance and patience, speaking no hasty words,
using the talent of speech to build one another up in the most holy
faith. Let them labor in Christlike love for those outside the fold....
As they work and pray in Christ’s name, their numbers will increase.

There is home missionary work that is to be done, and we hear
the plea, So long as there is so much sin and such need of labor in
our own country, why manifest such zeal for foreign countries? I
answer, Our field is the world.... The Saviour directed His disciples
to begin their work in Jerusalem, and then pass on through Judea
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Only a small
proportion of the people accepted the doctrine; but the messengers
bore the message rapidly from place to place, passing from country
to country, lifting the standard of the gospel in all the near and far-off
places of the earth. But there was a preparatory work. The Saviour’s
promise was, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
1s come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.” Those who
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will not follow their own will and desires, but seek counsel of the
Lord, will not be dull scholars for the Lord will teach them.



[39]

To Weep or to Rejoice? January 31

The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not
saved. Jeremiah 8:20.

I appeal to the members of our churches not to disregard the
fulfilling of the signs of the times, which say so plainly that the end
is near. O, how many who have not cared for the salvation of their
souls will soon make the bitter lamentation, “The harvest is past, the
summer 1s ended, and we are not saved!”

O, that we would remember that it is court week with us, and
that our cases are pending! Now is the time to watch and pray, to
put away all self-indulgence, all pride, all selfishness. The precious
moments that are now by many worse than wasted should be spent
in meditation and prayer. Many of those who profess to be keeping
the commandments of God are following inclination instead of duty.
As they are now, they are unworthy of eternal life. To these careless,
indifferent ones, I would say, Your vain thoughts, your unkind words,
your selfish acts, are recorded in the book of heaven. The angels
that were present at Belshazzar’s idolatrous revelry stand beside you
as you dishonor your Redeemer. Sadly they turn away, grieved that
you should thus crucify Him afresh, and put Him to open shame....

On Christ’s coronation day He will not acknowledge as His any
who bear spot or wrinkle or any such thing. But to His faithful
ones He will give crowns of immortal glory. Those who would
not that He should reign over them will see Him surrounded by the
army of the redeemed, each of whom bears the sign, The Lord Our
Righteousness. They will see the head once crowned with thorns
crowned with a diadem of glory.

In that day the redeemed will shine forth in the glory of the
Father and His Son. The angels of heaven, touching their golden
harps, will welcome the King, and those who are the trophies of His
victory—those who have been washed and made white in the blood
of the Lamb. A song of triumph will peal forth, filling all heaven.
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Christ has conquered. He enters the heavenly courts accompanied
by His redeemed ones, the witnesses that His mission of suffering
and self-sacrifice has not been in vain.
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Maranatha




February [40]



Climactic Moment, February 1

Who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand
when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like
fullers’ soap. Malachi 3:2.

The people of Israel, because of their sinfulness, were forbidden
to approach the mount when God was about to descend upon it to
proclaim His law, lest they should be consumed by the burning glory
of His presence. If such manifestations of His power marked the
place chosen for the proclamation of God’s law, how terrible must
be His tribunal when He comes for the execution of these sacred
statutes. How will those who have trampled upon His authority
endure His glory in the great day of final retribution? ...

When the divine Presence was manifested upon Sinai, the glory
of the Lord was like devouring fire.... But when Christ shall come in
glory with His holy angels the whole earth shall be ablaze with the
terrible light of His presence....

Never since man was created had there been witnessed such
a manifestation of divine power as when the law was proclaimed
from Sinai.... Amid the most terrific convulsions of nature the voice
of God, like a trumpet, was heard from the cloud. The mountain
was shaken from base to summit, and the hosts of Israel, pale and
trembling with terror, lay upon their faces upon the earth. He whose
voice then shook the earth has declared, “Yet once more I shake not
the earth only, but also heaven.” ...

When Moses came from the divine Presence in the mount, where
he had received the tables of the testimony, guilty Israel could not
endure the light that glorified his countenance. How much less can
transgressors look upon the Son of God when He shall appear in the
glory of His Father, surrounded by all the heavenly host, to execute
judgment upon the transgressors of His law and the rejecters of His
atonement....
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But amid the tempest of divine judgment the children of God
will have no cause for fear. “The Lord will be the hope of his people,
and the strength of the children of Israel.” The day that brings terror
and destruction to the transgressors of God’s law, will bring to the
obedient, “joy unspeakable, and full of glory.”



[41]

A High Standard, February 2

And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have
severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.
Leviticus 20:26.

I also saw many do not realize what they must be in order to
live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary
through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living
God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image
of Jesus fully.

I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and
were looking to the time of “refreshing” and the “latter rain” to fit
them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh,
how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had
neglected the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive
the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of
a holy God. Those who ... fail to purify their souls in obeying
the whole truth ... will come up to the time of the falling of the
plagues, and then see that they needed to be hewed and squared for
the building. But there will be ... no Mediator to plead their cause
before the Father. Before this time the awfully solemn declaration
has gone forth, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him
be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”

I saw that none could share the “refreshing” unless they obtain
the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the
world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore,
be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking
that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the
day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none
but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.

We are today to watch that we offend not in word or deed....
We must today seek God and be determined that we will not rest
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satisfied without His presence. We should watch and work and pray
as though this were the last day that would be granted us. How
intensely earnest, then, would be our life. How closely would we
follow Jesus in all our words and deeds.



[42]

Weighing Time, February 3

The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are
weighed. 1 Samuel 2:3.

I have seen an angel standing with scales in his hands weighing
the thoughts and interest of the people of God, especially the young.
In one scale were the thoughts and interest tending heavenward; in
the other were the thoughts and interest tending to earth. And in this
scale were thrown all the reading of storybooks, thoughts of dress
and show, vanity, pride, et cetera. Oh, what a solemn moment! the
angels of God standing with scales, weighing the thoughts of His
professed children—those who claim to be dead to the world and
alive to God. The scale filled with thoughts of earth, vanity, and
pride quickly went down, notwithstanding weight after weight rolled
from the scale. The one with the thoughts and interest tending to
heaven went quickly up as the other went down, and oh, how light it
was! I can relate this as I saw it; but never can I give the solemn and
vivid impression stamped upon my mind, as I saw the angel with
the scales weighing the thoughts and interest of the people of God.
Said the angel: “Can such enter heaven? No, no, never. Tell them
the hope they now possess is vain, and unless they speedily repent,
and obtain salvation, they must perish.” ...

I saw that many measure themselves among themselves, and
compare their lives with the lives of others. This should not be. No
one but Christ is given us as an example. He is our true Pattern, and
each should strive to excel in imitating Him....

I saw that some hardly know as yet what self-denial or sacrifice is,
or what it is to suffer for the truth’s sake. But none will enter heaven
without making a sacrifice. A spirit of self-denial and sacrifice
should be cherished. Some have not sacrificed themselves, their own
bodies, on the altar of God. They indulge in hasty, fitful temper,
gratify their appetites, and attend to their own self-interest, regardless
of the cause of God. Those who are willing to make any sacrifice
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for eternal life, will have it; and it will be worth suffering for, worth
crucifying self for, and sacrificing every idol for. The far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory swallows up everything and
eclipses every earthly pleasure.



[43]

Will You Stand the Test? February 4

Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to
prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep his commandments, or no. Deuteronomy 8:2.

God will prove His people.... If the message [the 1844 procla-
mation] had been of as short duration as many of us supposed, there
would have been no time for them to develop character. Many moved
from feeling, not from principle and faith, and this solemn, fearful
message stirred them. It wrought upon their feelings, and excited
their fears, but did not accomplish the work which God designed
that it should....

God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to
different points calculated to manifest what is in the heart. Some
endure at one point, but fall off at the next. At every advanced
point the heart is tested and tried a little closer. If the professed
people of God find their hearts opposed to this straight work, it
should convince them that they have a work to do to overcome....
Some are willing to receive one point; but when God brings them to
another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back, because
they find that it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they
have opportunity to see what is in their hearts that shuts out Jesus.
They prize something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not
prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length
of time to see if they will sacrifice their idols.... Those who come
up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price
what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they
will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation.

God proves His people in this world.... Here, in this world, in
these last days, persons will show what power affects their hearts and
controls their actions. If it is the power of divine truth, it will lead to
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good works. It will elevate the receiver, and make him noblehearted
and generous, like his divine Lord....

Young and old, God is now testing you. You are deciding your
own eternal destiny.



[44]

An Infallible Guide, February 5

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves. James 1:22.

God calls upon those who know His will to be doers of His word.
Weakness, halfheartedness, and indecision provoke the assaults of
Satan; and those who permit these traits to grow will be borne
helplessly down by the surging waves of temptation. Everyone who
professes the name of Christ is required to grow up to the full stature
of Christ, the Christian’s living head.

We all need a guide through the many strait places in life as
much as the sailor needs a pilot over the sandy bar or up the rocky
river, and where is this guide to be found? We point you ... to the
Bible. Inspired of God, written by holy men, it points out with great
clearness and precision the duties of both old and young. It elevates
the mind, softens the heart, and imparts gladness and holy joy to
the spirit. The Bible presents a perfect standard of character; it is
an infallible guide under all circumstances, even to the end of the
journey of life. Take it as the man of your counsel, the rule of your
daily life....

In the Scriptures thousands of gems of truth lie hidden from the
surface seeker. The mine of truth is never exhausted. The more you
search the Scriptures with humble hearts, the greater will be your
interest, and the more you will feel like exclaiming with Paul: “O
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”

Every day you should learn something new from the Scriptures.
Search them as for hid treasures, for they contain the words of eternal
life. Pray for wisdom and understanding to comprehend these holy
writings. If you would do this you would find new glories in the
word of God; you would feel that you had received new and precious
light on subjects connected with the truth, and the Scriptures would
be constantly receiving a new value in your estimation....
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Be diligent in the use of every means of grace, that you may be
transformed in character and may grow up to the full stature of men
and women in Christ Jesus.



[45]

Ready to Answer, February 6

Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15.

I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge
of present truth know not what they believe. They do not understand
the evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of the
work for the present time. When the time of trial shall come, there
are men now preaching to others who will find, upon examining the
positions they hold, that there are many things for which they can
give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested they know not their
great ignorance. And there are many in the church who take it for
granted that they understand what they believe; but, until controversy
arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from
those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain
their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their
ideas of what they had accepted as truth....

God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies will
come in among them, which will sift them, separating the chaff from
the wheat. The Lord calls upon all who believe His word to awake
out of sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate for this time....
Believers are not to rest in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what
constitutes truth. Their faith must be firmly founded upon the word
of God so that when the testing time shall come and they are brought
before councils to answer for their faith they may be able to give a
reason for the hope that is in them, with meekness and fear.

The servants of Christ are to prepare no set speech to present
when brought to trial for their faith. Their preparation is to be made
day by day, in treasuring up in their hearts the precious truths of
God’s word, in feeding upon the teaching of Christ, and through
prayer strengthening their faith; then, when brought into trial, the
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Holy Spirit will bring to their remembrance the very truths that will
reach the hearts of those who shall come to hear.

God will flash the knowledge obtained by diligent searching of
the Scriptures, into their memory at the very time when it is needed.



[46]

The Feast that Satisfies, February 7

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled. Matthew 5:6.

Let those men and women who are satisfied with their dwarfed,
crippled condition in divine things be suddenly transported to heaven
and for an instant witness the high, the holy state of perfection that
ever abides there—every soul filled with love; every countenance
beaming with joy; ... could such persons, I ask, mingle with the
heavenly throng, participate in their songs, and endure the pure,
exalted, transporting glory that emanates from God and the Lamb?
Oh, no! ...

Those who have trained the mind to delight in spiritual exercises
are the ones who can be translated and not be overwhelmed with
the purity and transcendent glory of heaven. You may have a good
knowledge of the arts, you may have an acquaintance with the
sciences, you may excel in music and in penmanship, your manners
may please your associates, but what have these things to do with
a preparation for heaven? What have they to do to prepare you to
stand before the tribunal of God?

Be not deceived. God is not mocked. Nothing but holiness will
prepare you for heaven. It is sincere, experimental piety alone that
can give you a pure, elevated character and enable you to enter into
the presence of God, who dwelleth in light unapproachable. The
heavenly character must be acquired on earth, or it can never be
acquired at all.

Desires for goodness and true holiness are right so far as they go;
but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. Good purposes are right,
but will prove of no avail unless resolutely carried out. Many will
be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians; but they made
no earnest effort, therefore they will be weighed in the balances and
found wanting. The will must be exercised in the right direction. I
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will be a wholehearted Christian. I will know the length and breadth,
the height and depth, of perfect love.

Listen to the words of Jesus: “Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” Ample provi-

sions are made by Christ to satisfy the soul that hungers and thirsts
for righteousness.



[47]

Moral Independence, February 8

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 2 Corinthians
6:17, 18.

Many today have veils upon their faces. These veils are sympathy
with the customs and practices of the world, which hide from them
the glory of the Lord. God desires us to keep our eyes fixed upon
Him, that we may lose sight of the things of this world.

As the truth is brought into practical life, the standard is to be
elevated higher and higher to meet the requirements of the Bible.
This will necessitate opposition to the fashions, customs, practices,
and maxims of the world. Worldly influences, like the waves of the
sea, beat against the followers of Christ to sweep them away from
the true principles of His meekness and grace; but we are to stand
as firm as a rock to principle. It will require moral courage to do
this, and those whose souls are not riveted to the eternal Rock will
be swept away by the worldly current. We can stand firm only as
our life is hid with Christ in God. Moral independence is wholly
in place when opposing the world. By conforming entirely to the
will of God, we shall be placed upon vantage ground, and shall see
the necessity of decided separation from the customs and practices
of the world. We are not to elevate our standard just a little above
the world’s standard, but we are to make the distinction decidedly
apparent....

It is no easy matter to gain the priceless treasure of eternal life.
No one can do this and drift with the current of the world. He must
come out from the world and be separate and touch not the unclean.
No one can act like a worldling without being carried down by the
current of the world. No one will make any upward progress without
persevering effort. He who would overcome must hold fast to Christ.
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He must not look back, but keep the eye ever upward, gaining one
grace after another. Individual vigilance is the price of safety....

The end of all things is at hand. There is need now of men armed
and equipped to battle for God.



[48]

Any Idols Here? February 9

Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 1 John 5:21.

Every true child of God will be sifted as wheat, and in the sifting
process every cherished pleasure which diverts the mind from God
must be sacrificed. In many families the mantel shelves, stands, and
tables are filled with ornaments and pictures.... Thus the thoughts,
which should be upon God and heavenly interests, are brought down
to common things. Is not this a species of idolatry? Should not the
money thus spent have been used to bless humanity, to relieve the
suffering, to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry? Should it not
be placed in the Lord’s treasury to advance His cause and build up
His kingdom in the earth?

This matter is of great importance, and it is urged upon you to
save you from the sin of idolatry. Blessing would come to your souls
if you would obey the word spoken by the Holy One of Israel, “Thou
shalt have no other gods before me.” Many are creating unnecessary
cares and anxieties for themselves by devoting time and thought to
the unnecessary ornaments with which their houses are filled. The
power of God is needed to arouse them from this devotion; for to all
intents and purposes it is idolatry.

He who searches the heart, desires to win His people from every
species of idolatry. Let the Word of God, the blessed book of life,
occupy the tables now filled with useless ornaments. Spend your
money in buying books that will be the means of enlightening the
mind in regard to present truth.... Grasp the Word of the Lord as
the treasure of infinite wisdom and love; this is the Guidebook that
points out the path to heaven....

O that you would search the Scriptures with prayerful hearts, and
a spirit of surrender to God! O that you would search your hearts
as with a lighted candle, and discover and break the finest thread
that binds you to worldly habits, which divert the mind from God!
Plead with God to show you every practice that draws your thoughts
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and affections from Him. God has given His holy law to man as His
measure of character. By this law you may see and overcome every
defect in your character. You may sever yourself from every idol,
and link yourself to the throne of God by the golden chain of grace
and truth.



[49]

Search Your Own Heart, February 10

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are holding to your
faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in
you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 2 Corinthians
13:5, R.S.V.

Nothing is more treacherous than the deceitfulness of sin. Itis the
god of this world that deludes, and blinds, and leads to destruction.
Satan does not enter with his array of temptations at once. He
disguises these temptations with a semblance of good.... Beguiled
souls take one step, then are prepared for the next.... Oh, how Satan
watches to see his bait taken so readily, and to see souls walking in
the very path he has prepared! ...

There is a necessity for close self-examination, and to closely
investigate in the light of God’s word, Am I sound, or am I rotten, at
heart? Am I renewed in Christ, or am I still carnal at heart, with an
outside, new dress put on? Rein yourself up to the tribunal of God,
and see as in the light of God if there is any secret sin, any iniquity,
any 1dol you have not sacrificed. Pray ... as you have never prayed
before, that you may not be deluded by Satan’s devices; that you
may not be given up to a heedless, careless, and vain spirit....

One of the sins that constitute one of the signs of the last days,
1s that professed Christians are lovers of pleasure more than lovers
of God. Deal truly with your own souls. Search carefully. How few,
after a faithful examination, can look up to Heaven and say, “... 1
am not a lover of pleasure more than a lover of God.” How few can
say, “I am dead to the world, ... and when He who is my life shall
appear, then shall I also appear with Him in glory.”

The love and grace of God! Oh precious grace! more valuable
than fine gold. It elevates and ennobles the spirit beyond all other
principles. It sets the heart and affections upon Heaven. While those
around us may be engaged in worldly vanity, pleasure-seeking, and
folly, the conversation is in heaven, whence we look for the Saviour;
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the soul is reaching out after God for pardon and peace, for righ-
teousness and true holiness. Converse with God and contemplation
of things above transform the soul into the likeness of Christ.



[50]

Searching Questions, February 11

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand
in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. Psalm 24:3, 4.

A soul united with Christ ... will war against all transgression
and every approach of sin. He becomes every day more like a bright
and shining light, and more victorious. He goes on from strength to
strength, not from weakness to weakness.

Let no one deceive his own soul in this matter. If you har-
bor pride, self-esteem, a love for the supremacy, vainglory, unholy
ambition, murmuring, discontent, bitterness, evil-speaking, lying,
deception, slandering, you have not Christ abiding in your heart....
You must have a Christian character that will stand....

There must be thorough conversions among those who claim to
believe the truth, or they will fall in the day of trial. God’s people
must reach a high standard. They must be a holy nation, a peculiar
people, a chosen generation—zealous of good works. Christ has not
died for you that you may possess the passions, tastes, and habits of
men of the world....

No man enters the portals of glory but he who sets his heart
thitherward. Then let the questions come home, Do you mind earthly
things? Are your thoughts pure? Are you breathing the atmosphere
of heaven? Do you carry with you the miasma of pollution? ... Are
you earnest and devoted, serving God with purity and in the beauty
of holiness? Ask sincerely, Am I a child of God, or am I not? ...

We need a thorough reformation in all our churches. The con-
verting power of God must come into the church.... Put not off the
day of preparation. Slumber not in a state of unpreparedness, having
no oil in your vessels with your lamps.... Let not the question remain
in perilous uncertainty. Ask yourselves earnestly, Am I among the
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saved, or the unsaved? Shall I stand, or shall I not stand? He only
that hath clean hands and a pure heart shall stand in that day.

It is the privilege of every son of God to be a true Christian
moment by moment; then he has all heaven enlisted on his side.



[51]

Dare you be Different? February 12

Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,

a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him

who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 1
Peter 2:9.

The warning that the Son of man is soon to come in the clouds
of heaven has become to many a familiar tale. They have left the
waiting, watching position. The selfish, worldly spirit manifested
in the life reveals the sentiment of the heart, “My lord delayeth his
coming.” ...

The same spirit of selfishness, of conformity to the practices
of the world, exists in our day as in Noah’s. Many who profess to
be children of God follow their worldly pursuits with an intensity
that gives the lie to their profession. They will be planting and
building, buying and selling, eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, up to the last moment of their probation. This is
the condition of a large number of our own people....

My soul is burdened as I see the great want of spirituality among
us. The fashions and customs of the world, pride, love of amusement,
love of display, extravagance in dress, in houses, in lands—these are
robbing the treasury of God, turning to the gratification of self the
means which should be used to send forth the light of truth to the
world....

The children of the light and of the day are not to gather about
them the shades of night and darkness which encompass the workers
of iniquity. On the contrary, they are to stand faithfully at their post
of duty as light bearers, gathering light from God to shed upon those
in darkness. The Lord requires His people to maintain their integrity,
touching not—that is, imitating not—the practices of the ungodly.

Christians will be in this world “an holy nation, a peculiar peo-
ple,” showing forth the praises of Him who hath called them “out of
darkness into his marvellous light.” This light is not to grow dim, but
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to shine brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.... The thrilling
truth that has been sounding in our ears for many years, “The Lord
is at hand; be ye also ready,” is no less the truth today than when we
first heard the message.



[52]

Uproot Every Seed of Doubt, February 13

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise....
We are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them
that believe to the saving of the soul. Hebrews 10:35-39.

I saw that we are now in the shaking time. Satan is working with
all his power to wrest souls from the hand of Christ and cause them
to trample underfoot the Son of God....

Character is being developed. Angels of God are weighing moral
worth. God is testing and proving His people. These words were
presented to me by the angel: “Take heed, brethren, lest there be
in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living
God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence
stedfast unto the end.”

God is displeased that any of His people who have known the
power of His grace should talk their doubts, and by thus doing make
themselves a channel for Satan to transmit his suggestions to other
minds. A seed of unbelief and evil sown is not readily rooted up.
Satan nourishes it every hour, and it flourishes and becomes strong.
A good seed sown needs to be nourished, watered, and tenderly cared
for; because every poisonous influence is thrown about it to hinder
its growth and cause it to die. Satan’s efforts are more powerful now
than ever before, for he knows that his time to deceive is short....

God’s people will be sifted, even as corn is sifted in a sieve, until
all the chaff is separated from the pure kernels of grain. We are to
look to Christ for an example and imitate the humble pattern....

I was shown the saints’ reward, the immortal inheritance. Then I
was shown how much God’s people had endured for the truth’s sake,
and that they would count heaven cheap enough. They reckoned that
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the sufferings of this present time were not worthy to be compared
with the glory which should be revealed in them. The people of God
in these last days will be tried. But soon their last trial will come,
and then they will receive the gift of eternal life.



[53]

Spiritual Giant or Dwarf? February 14

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. 2 Corinthians 7:1.

The Lord reproves and corrects the people who profess to keep
His law. He points out their sins and lays open their iniquity because
He wishes to separate all sin and wickedness from them, that they
may perfect holiness in His fear and be prepared to die in the Lord
or to be translated to heaven....

God will accept nothing but purity and holiness; one spot, one
wrinkle, one defect in the character, will forever debar them from
heaven, with all its glories and treasures.

Most professed Christians have no sense of the spiritual strength
they might obtain were they as ambitious, zealous, and persevering
to gain a knowledge of divine things as they are to obtain the paltry,
perishable things of this life. The masses professing to be Christians
have been satisfied to be spiritual dwarfs. They have no disposition
to make it their object to seek first the kingdom of God and His righ-
teousness; hence godliness is a hidden mystery to them, they cannot
understand it. They know not Christ by experimental knowledge.

Ample provisions have been made for all who sincerely,
earnestly, and thoughtfully set about the work of perfecting holiness
in the fear of God. Strength, grace, and glory have been provided
through Christ, to be brought by ministering angels to the heirs of
salvation. None are so low, so corrupt and vile, that they cannot find
in Jesus, who died for them, strength, purity, and righteousness, if
they will put away their sins, cease their course of iniquity, and turn
with full purpose of heart to the living God. He is waiting to strip
them of their garments, stained and polluted by sin, and to put upon
them the white, bright robes of righteousness; and He bids them
live and not die. In Him they may flourish. Their branches will not
wither nor be fruitless. If they abide in Him, they can draw sap and
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nourishment from Him, be imbued with His Spirit, walk even as He
walked, overcome as He overcame, and be exalted to His own right

hand.



[54]

Wise or Foolish? February 15

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins,
which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the
bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
Matthew 25:1, 2.

We are not to rest in the idea that because we are church-members
we are saved, while we give no evidence that we are conformed to
the image of Christ, while we cling to our old habits, and weave our
fabric with the threads of worldly ideas and customs....

The ten virgins are watching in the evening of this earth’s history.
All claim to be Christians. All have a call, a name, a lamp, and all
claim to be doing God’s service. All apparently watch for His
appearing. But five are wanting. Five will be found surprised,
dismayed, outside the banquet hall.

We are represented either by the wise or by the foolish virgins.
There are many who will not remain at the feet of Jesus, and learn
of Him. They have not a knowledge of His ways; they are not
prepared for His coming. They have made a pretense of waiting
for their Lord. They have not watched and prayed with that faith
which works by love and purifies the soul. They have lived a life
of carelessness. They have heard and assented to the truth, but they
have never brought it into their practical life. The oil of grace is
not feeding their lamps, and they are not prepared to enter into the
marriage supper of the Lamb.

Be not like the foolish virgins, who take for granted that the
promises of God are theirs, while they do not follow the injunctions
of Christ. Christ teaches us that profession is nothing. “If any man
will come after me,” He says, “let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me.” ...

When we stand the test of God in the refining, purifying process;
when the furnace fire consumes the dross, and the true gold of a
purified character appears, we may still say, with Paul, “Not as
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though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I
follow after.... This one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.”



[55]

Now—Always Now, February 16

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh. Matthew 25:13.

The coming of Christ will be as it were at midnight, when all
are sleeping. It will be well for every one to have his accounts all
straightened up before sunset. All his works should be right, all his
dealings just, between himself and his fellow-men. All dishonesty,
all sinful practices should be put far away. The oil of grace should be
in our vessels with our lamps.... Sad indeed will be the condition of
the soul who has had a form of godliness but has denied the power
thereof; who has called Christ, Lord, Lord, and yet who has not His
image and superscription....

God graciously grants a day of probation, a time of test and trial.
He gives the invitation: “Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,
call ye upon him while he is near.” ...

Today the voice of mercy is calling, and Jesus is drawing men
by the cords of His love; but the day will come when Jesus will put
on the garments of vengeance.... The wickedness of the world is
increasing every day, and when a certain line is reached, the register
will be closed, and the account settled. There will be no more a
sacrifice for sin. The Lord cometh. Long has mercy extended a hand
of love, of patience and forbearance, toward a guilty world. The
invitation has been given, “Let him take hold of my strength....” But
men have presumed upon His mercy and refused His grace.

Why has the Lord so long delayed His coming? The whole host
of heaven is waiting to fulfil the last work for this lost world, and
yet the work waits. It is because the few who profess to have the oil
of grace in their vessels with their lamps, have not become burning
and shining lights in the world. It is because missionaries are few....

Every week counts one week less, every day one day nearer
to the appointed time of the judgment. Alas that so many have
only a spasmodic religion—a religion dependent upon feeling and
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governed by emotion. “He that endureth to the end shall be saved.”
Then see that you have the oil of grace in your hearts. The possession
of this will make every difference with you in the judgment.



[56]

The Last Watch, February 17

Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the
house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing,
or in the morning: lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

Mark 13:35, 36.

A company was presented before me.... Their eyes were directed
heavenward, and the words of their Master were upon their lips:
“What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.” ... The Lord intimates a
delay before the morning finally dawns. But He would not have them
give way to weariness, nor relax their earnest watchfulness, because
the morning does not open upon them as soon as they expected....

I saw that it was impossible to have the affections and interests
engrossed in worldly cares, to be increasing earthly possessions,
and yet be in a waiting, watching position, as our Saviour has com-
manded. Said the angel: “They can secure but one world. In order to
acquire the heavenly treasure, they must sacrifice the earthly. They
cannot have both worlds.” ...

I saw that watch after watch was in the past. Because of this,
should there be a lack of vigilance? Oh, no! There is the greater
necessity of unceasing watchfulness, for now the moments are fewer
than before the passing of the first watch.... If we watched with un-
abated vigilance then, how much more need of double watchfulness
in the second watch. The passing of the second watch has brought us
to the third, and now it 1S inexcusable to abate our watchfulness. The
third watch calls for threefold earnestness. To become impatient now
would be to lose all our earnest, persevering watching heretofore.
The long night of gloom is trying; but the morning is deferred in
mercy, because if the Master should come, so many would be found
unready. God’s unwillingness to have His people perish has been
the reason for so long delay....

The difference between those who love the world and those who
love Christ is so plain as to be unmistakable. While worldlings
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are all earnestness and ambition to secure earthly treasure, God’s
people are not conformed to the world, but show by their earnest,
watching, waiting position that they are transformed; that their home
is not in this world, but that they are seeking a better country, even a
heavenly.



[57]

Only One Safe Course, February 18

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. Matthew
26:41.

What shall I say to arouse the remnant people of God? ... I warn
all who profess the name of Christ to closely examine themselves
and make full and thorough confession of all their wrongs, that
they may go beforehand to judgment, and that the recording angel
may write pardon opposite their names. My brother, my sister, if
these precious moments of mercy are not improved, you will be left
without excuse. If you make no special effort to arouse, if you will
not manifest zeal in repenting, these golden moments will soon pass,
and you will be weighed in the balance and found wanting.

In the warning to “watch and pray,” Jesus has indicated the only
safe course. There is need of watchfulness. Our own hearts are
deceitful; we are compassed with the weaknesses and frailties of
humanity, and Satan is intent to destroy. We may be off our guard,
but our adversary is never idle. Knowing his tireless vigilance, let
us not sleep, as do others, but “watch and be sober.” The spirit and
influence of the world must be met, but they must not be allowed to
take possession of the mind and heart.

Closely examine your own heart as in the light of eternity. Hide
nothing from your examination. Search, oh! search, as for your life,
and condemn yourself, pass judgment upon yourself, and then by
faith claim the cleansing blood of Christ to remove the stains from
your Christian character. Do not flatter or excuse yourself. Deal
truly with your own soul. And then as you view yourself a sinner,
fall, all broken, at the foot of the cross. Jesus will receive you, all
polluted as you are, and will wash you in His blood, and cleanse
you from all pollution, and make you fit for the society of heavenly
angels, in a pure, harmonious heaven. There is no jar, no discord,
there. All is health, happiness, and joy.
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This world is a training school for the higher school, this life
a preparation for the life to come. Here we are to be prepared for
entrance into the heavenly courts. Here we are to receive and believe
and practice the truth until we are made ready for a home with the
saints in light.



[58]

The Faith that Works, February 19

The end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer. 1 Peter 4:7.

Do you believe that the end of all things is at hand, that the
scenes of this earth’s history are fast closing? If so, show your faith
by your works. A man will show all the faith he has. Some think
they have a good degree of faith, when if they have any, it is dead,
for it is not sustained by works. “Faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
being alone.” Few have that genuine faith which works by love and
purifies the soul. But all who are accounted worthy of everlasting
life must obtain a moral fitness for the same. “Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure.” This is the work before you....

You must experience a death to self, and must live unto God.
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Self is not to be
consulted. Pride, self-love, selfishness, avarice, covetousness, love
of the world, hatred, suspicion, jealousy, evil surmisings, must all be
subdued and sacrificed forever. When Christ shall appear, it will not
be to correct these evils and then give a moral fitness for His coming.
This preparation must all be made before He comes. It should be a
subject of thought, of study, and earnest inquiry, What shall we do
to be saved? What shall be our conduct that we may show ourselves
approved of God?

When tempted to murmur, censure, and indulge in fretfulness,
wounding those around you, and in so doing wounding your own
soul, oh! let the deep, earnest, anxious inquiry come from your
soul, Shall I stand without fault before the throne of God? Only
the faultless will be there. None will be translated to heaven while
their hearts are filled with the rubbish of earth. Every defect in the
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moral character must first be remedied, every stain removed by the
cleansing blood of Christ, and all the unlovely, unlovable traits of
character overcome.



[59]

Beware of Satan’s Agents, February 20

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils. 1 Timothy 4:1.

After the passing of the time in 1844, we had fanaticism of every
kind to meet.... The experience of the past will be repeated. In the
future Satan’s superstitions will assume new forms. Errors will be
presented in a pleasing and flattering manner. False theories, clothed
with garments of light, will be presented to God’s people. Thus
Satan will try to deceive, if possible, the very elect. Most seducing
influences will be exerted; minds will be hypnotized.

Corruptions of every type, similar to those existing among the
antediluvians, will be brought in to take minds captive. The exalta-
tion of nature as God, the unrestrained license of the human will, the
counsel of the ungodly—these Satan uses as his agencies to bring
about certain ends. He will employ the power of mind over mind to
carry out his designs. The most sorrowful thought of all is that under
his deceptive influence men will have a form of godliness, without
having a real connection with God. Like Adam and Eve, who ate
the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, many are
even now feeding upon the deceptive morsels of error.

Satanic agencies are clothing false theories in an attractive garb,
even as Satan in the Garden of Eden concealed his identity from our
first parents by speaking through the serpent. These agencies are
instilling into human minds that which in reality is deadly error. The
hypnotic influence of Satan will rest upon those who turn from the
plain word of God to pleasing fables.

It is those who have had the most light that Satan most assidu-
ously seeks to ensnare. He knows that if he can deceive them, they
will, under his control, clothe sin with garments of righteousness,
and lead many astray.
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I say to all: Be on your guard; for as an angel of light Satan is
walking in every assembly of Christian workers, and in every church,
trying to win the members to his side. I am bidden to give to the
people of God the warning: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.”
Galatians 6:7.
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[60]

Temptations in Disguise, February 21

I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Acts 20:29, 30.

God has not passed His people by and chosen one solitary man
here and another there as the only ones worthy to be entrusted
with His truth. He does not give one man new light contrary to
the established faith of the body. In every reform men have arisen
making this claim....

One accepts some new and original idea which does not seem to
conflict with the truth. He ... dwells upon it until it seems to him to
be clothed with beauty and importance, for Satan has power to give
this false appearance. At last it becomes the all-absorbing theme,
the one great point around which everything centers; and the truth is
uprooted from the heart....

I warn you to beware of these side issues, whose tendency is
to divert the mind from the truth. Error is never harmless. It never
sanctifies, but always brings confusion and dissension....

There are a thousand temptations in disguise prepared for those
who have the light of truth; and the only safety for any of us is in
receiving no new doctrine, no new interpretation of the Scriptures,
without first submitting it to brethren of experience. Lay it before
them in a humble, teachable spirit, with earnest prayer; and if they
see no light in it, yield to their judgment....

Satan is constantly at work; but few have any idea of his activity
and subtlety. The people of God must be prepared to withstand the
wily foe. It is this resistance that Satan dreads. He knows better than
we do the limit of his power and how easily he can be overcome if
we resist and face him. Through divine strength the weakest saint
is more than a match for him and all his angels, and if brought to
the test he would be able to prove his superior power. Therefore
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Satan’s step is noiseless, his movements stealthy, and his batteries
masked. He does not venture to show himself openly, lest he arouse
the Christian’s dormant energies and send him to God in prayer.



[61]

Why Christ Delays His Coming, February 22

But this I do say, brothers. The appointed time has grown very
short. 1 Corinthians 7:29, Goodspeed.

The angels of God in their messages to men represent time as
very short. Thus it has always been presented to me. It is true that
time has continued longer than we expected in the early days of this
message. Our Saviour did not appear as soon as we hoped. But has
the word of the Lord failed? Never! It should be remembered that
the promises and threatenings of God are alike conditional.

God had committed to His people a work to be accomplished
on earth. The third angel’s message was to be given, the minds of
believers were to be directed to the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ
had entered to make atonement for His people. The Sabbath reform
was to be carried forward. The breach in the law of God must be
made up. The message must be proclaimed with a loud voice, that
all the inhabitants of earth might receive the warning. The people of
God must purify their souls through obedience to the truth, and be
prepared to stand without fault before Him at His coming.

Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held
fast their faith, and followed on unitedly in the opening providence
of God, receiving the message of the third angel and in the power
of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, ...the Lord would
have wrought mightily with their efforts, the work would have been
completed, and Christ would have come ere this to receive His
people to their reward.

But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed the
disappointment, many of the advent believers yielded their faith....
Thus the work was hindered, and the world was left in darkness....

For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out
ancient Israel from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed
the entrance of modern Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither
case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the world-
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liness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s professed people
that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.



[62]

A Goal to Reach, February 23

The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God

your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless

unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians
5:23.

When Paul wrote, “And the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly,” he did not exhort his brethren to aim at a standard which it
was impossible for them to reach; he did not pray that they might
have blessings which it was not the will of God to give. He knew
that all who would be fitted to meet Christ in peace, must possess a
pure and holy character.

If Seventh-day Adventists practiced what they profess to believe,
if they were sincere health reformers, they would indeed be a spec-
tacle to the world, to angels, and to men. And they would show a far
greater zeal for the salvation of those who are ignorant of the truth.

Greater reforms should be seen among the people who claim to
be looking for the soon appearing of Christ. Health reform is to do
among our people a work which it has not yet done. There are those
who ought to be awake to the danger of meat-eating, who are still
eating the flesh of animals, thus endangering the physical, mental,
and spiritual health. Many who are now only half converted on the
question of meat-eating will go from God’s people, to walk no more
with them.

The controlling power of appetite will prove the ruin of thou-
sands, when, if they had conquered on this point, they would have
had moral power to gain the victory over every other temptation of
Satan. But those who are slaves to appetite will fail in perfecting
Christian character. The continual transgression of man for six thou-
sand years has brought sickness, pain, and death as its fruits. And
as we near the close of time, Satan’s temptation to indulge appetite
will be more powerful and more difficult to overcome.
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Again and again I have been shown that God is trying to lead us
back, step by step, to His original design—that man should subsist
upon the natural products of the earth. Among those who are waiting
for the coming of the Lord, meat-eating will eventually be done
away; flesh will cease to form a part of their diet. We should ever
keep this end in view, and endeavor to work steadily toward it.



[63]

No Time to Do the Devil’s Work, February 24

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and

godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day
of God. 2 Peter 3:11, 12.

It is essential that all shall know what atmosphere surrounds their
own souls, whether they are in co-partnership with the enemy of
righteousness, and unconsciously doing his work, or whether they
are yoked up with Christ, doing His work....

Satan would be pleased to have anyone and everyone become
his allies in the work of weakening the confidence of brother in
brother, and sowing discord among those who profess to believe the
truth. Satan can accomplish his purpose most successfully through
professed friends of Christ who are not walking and working in
Christ’s lines....

This is the day of the Lord’s preparation. We have no time now
to talk unbelief or ... to do the devil’s work. Let everyone beware
of unsettling the faith of others by sowing seeds of envy, jealousy,
disunion; for God hears the words, and He judges, not by assertions
which are yea and nay, but by the fruit of one’s course of action....

As yet the four winds are held until the servants of God shall be
sealed in their foreheads. Then the powers of earth will marshal their
forces for the last great battle. How carefully we should improve the
little remaining period of our probation! How earnestly we should
examine ourselves! ...

It is discipline of spirit, cleanness of heart and thought that is
needed. This is of more value than brilliant talent, tact, or knowledge.
An ordinary mind, trained to obey a “Thus saith the Lord,” is better
qualified for God’s work than are those who have capabilities, but do
not employ them rightly.... Men may take pride of their knowledge of
worldly things; but if they have not a knowledge of the true God, of
Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, they are deplorably ignorant,
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and their knowledge will perish with them. Secular knowledge is
power; but the knowledge of the Word, which has a transforming
influence upon the human mind, is imperishable.



[64]

Satan’s Last Campaign, February 25

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time. 1 John 2:18.

The enemy is preparing for his last campaign against the church.
He has so concealed himself from view that many can hardly believe
that he exists, much less can they be convinced of his amazing
activity and power....

Man is Satan’s captive and is naturally inclined to follow his
suggestions and do his bidding. He has in himself no power to
oppose effectual resistance to evil. It is only as Christ abides in
him by living faith ... that man may venture to face so terrible a
foe. Every other means of defense is utterly vain. It is only through
Christ that Satan’s power is limited. This is a momentous truth that
all should understand. Satan is busy every moment, going to and fro,
walking up and down in the earth, seeking whom he may devour.
But the earnest prayer of faith will baffle his strongest efforts....

Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God in the general
ruin that is coming upon the earth. As the coming of Christ draws
nigh, he will be more determined and decisive in his efforts to
overthrow them. Men and women will arise professing to have some
new light or some new revelation whose tendency is to unsettle faith
in the old landmarks. Their doctrines will not bear the test of God’s
word, yet souls will be deceived. False reports will be circulated,
and some will be taken in this snare.... We cannot be too watchful
against every form of error, for Satan is constantly seeking to draw
men from the truth....

Some men have no firmness of character. They are like a ball
of putty and can be pressed into any conceivable shape.... This
weakness, indecision, and inefficiency must be overcome. There
is an indomitableness about true Christian character which cannot
be molded or subdued by adverse circumstances. Men must have
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moral backbone, an integrity which cannot be flattered, bribed, or
terrified....

God has set bounds that Satan cannot pass. Our most holy faith
1s this barrier; and if we build ourselves up in the faith, we shall be
safe in the keeping of the Mighty One.



[65]

Through Heaven’s Gates, February 26

By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; ...
for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased
God. Hebrews 11:5.

We are living in an evil age.... Because iniquity abounds, the
love of many waxes cold. Enoch walked with God three hundred
years. Now the shortness of time seems to be urged as a motive to
seek righteousness. Should it be necessary that the terrors of the
day of God be held before us in order to compel us to right action?
Enoch’s case is before us. Hundreds of years he walked with God.
He lived in a corrupt age, when moral pollution was teeming all
around him; yet he trained his mind to devotion, to love purity. His
conversation was upon heavenly things. He educated his mind to
run in this channel, and he bore the impress of the divine....

Enoch had temptations as well as we. He was surrounded with
society no more friendly to righteousness than is that which sur-
rounds us. The atmosphere he breathed was tainted with sin and
corruption, the same as ours; yet he lived a life of holiness. He was
unsullied with the prevailing sins of the age in which he lived. So
may we remain pure and uncorrupted. He was a representative of
the saints who live amid the perils and corruptions of the last days.
For his faithful obedience to God he was translated. So, also, the
faithful, who are alive and remain, will be translated.

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” For three
hundred years Enoch had been seeking purity of heart, that he might
be in harmony with heaven. For three centuries he had walked with
God. Day by day he had longed for a closer union; nearer and nearer
had grown the communion, until God took him to Himself. He had
stood at the threshold of the eternal world, only a step between him
and the land of the blest; and now the portals opened, the walk with
God, so long pursued on earth, continued, and he passed through the
gates of the holy city, the first from among men to enter there....
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To such communion God is calling us. As was Enoch’s must be
their holiness of character who shall be redeemed from among men
at the Lord’s second coming.



[66]

The Vision is Sure, February 27

The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will
surely come, it will not tarry. Habakkuk 2:3.

The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the
just in those days of deep trial was the same faith that sustains God’s
people today. In the darkest hours, under circumstances the most
forbidding, the Christian believer may keep his soul stayed upon the
source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his
hope and courage may be renewed.... In the service of God there
need be no despondency, no wavering, no fear. The Lord will more
than fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their trust in
Him. He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities demand.

Of the abundant provision made for every tempted soul, the
apostle Paul bears eloquent testimony. To him was given the divine
assurance, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made
perfect in weakness.” In gratitude and confidence the tried servant
of God responded: “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu-
tions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I
strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10.

We must cherish and cultivate the faith of which prophets and
apostles have testified—the faith that lays hold on the promises of
God and waits for deliverance in His appointed time and way. The
sure word of prophecy will meet its final fulfillment in the glorious
advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as King of kings and
Lord of lords. The time of waiting may seem long, the soul may be
oppressed by discouraging circumstances, many in whom confidence
has been placed may fall by the way; but with the prophet who
endeavored to encourage Judah in a time of unparalleled apostasy,
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let us confidently declare, “The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the
earth keep silence before him.”

Let us ever hold in remembrance the cheering message, “The
vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and
not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will
not tarry.... The just shall live by his faith.”



[67]

A Safe Refuge, February 28

Behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. Isaiah
26:21.

There is coming rapidly and surely an almost universal guilt
upon the inhabitants of the cities, because of the steady increase
of determined wickedness. The corruption that prevails, is beyond
the power of the human pen to describe. Every day brings fresh
revelations of strife, bribery, and fraud; every day brings its heart-
sickening record of violence and lawlessness, of indifference to
human suffering, of brutal, fiendish destruction of human life....

Our God is a God of mercy. With long-sufferance and tender
compassion He deals with the transgressors of His law.... The Lord
bears long with men, and with cities, mercifully giving warnings to
save them from divine wrath; but a time will come when pleadings
for mercy will no longer be heard....

The conditions prevailing in society, and especially in the great
cities of the nations, proclaim in thunder tones that the hour of God’s
judgment is come and that the end of all things earthly is at hand.
We are standing on the threshold of the crisis of the ages. In quick
succession the judgments of God will follow one another—fire, and
flood, and earthquake, with war and bloodshed....

The storm of God’s wrath is gathering; and those only will stand
who respond to the invitations of mercy, ... and become sanctified
through obedience to the laws of the divine Ruler. The righteous
alone will be hid with Christ in God till the desolation be overpast.
Let the language of the soul be:

“Other refuge have I none;

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, Oh leave me not alone!

Still support and comfort me.
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“Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide;
Oh, receive my soul at last!”



136 Maranatha




March [68]



A Crisis Ahead, March 1

Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a
destruction from the Almighty shall it come. Joel 1:15.

The prophecies which the great I AM has given in His word,
uniting link after link in the chain of events, from eternity in the past
to eternity in the future, tell us where we are today in the procession
of the ages, and what may be expected in the time to come. All that
prophecy has foretold as coming to pass, until the present time, has
been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all
which is yet to come will be fulfilled in its order.

Today the signs of the times declare that we are standing on the
threshold of great and solemn events. Everything in our world is
in agitation. Before our eyes is fulfilling the Saviour’s prophecy
of the events to precede His coming: “Ye shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars.... Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in divers places.”

The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living.
Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy positions of trust and au-
thority, thinking men and women of all classes, have their attention
fixed upon the events taking place about us. They are watching the
relations that exist among the nations. They observe the intensity
that is taking possession of every earthly element, and they recognize
that something great and decisive is about to take place—that the
world is on the verge of a stupendous crisis.

The Bible, and the Bible only, gives a correct view of these
things. Here are revealed the great final scenes in the history of our
world, ... the sound of their approach causing the earth to tremble
and men’s hearts to fail them for fear.

Today men and nations are being tested by the plummet in the
hand of Him who makes no mistake. All are by their own choice de-
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ciding their destiny, and God is overruling all for the accomplishment
of His purposes.

Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon
the world as an overwhelming surprise, and this preparation they
should make by diligently studying the word of God and striving to
conform their lives to its precepts.



[69]

Healing for Sin-Sick Souls, March 2

The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the
sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it;
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not

been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.
Isaiah 1:5, 6.

There is a remedy for the sin-sick soul. That remedy is in Jesus.
Precious Saviour! His grace is sufficient for the weakest; and the
strongest must also have His grace or perish.

I saw how this grace could be obtained. Go to your closet, and
there alone plead with God: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me.” Be in earnest, be sincere.... Jacoblike,
wrestle in prayer. Agonize.... You must make an effort....

Seek the Lord with all your heart. Come with zeal, and when
you sincerely feel that without the help of God you perish, when
you pant after Him as the hart panteth after the water brooks, then
will the Lord strengthen you speedily. Then will your peace pass all
understanding. If you expect salvation, you must pray. Take time.
Be not hurried and careless in your prayers. Beg of God to work in
you a thorough reformation, that the fruits of His Spirit may dwell
in you, and you shine as lights in the world. Be not a hindrance or
curse to the cause of God; you can be a help, a blessing. Does Satan
tell you that you cannot enjoy salvation full and free? Believe him
not.

I saw that it is the privilege of every Christian to enjoy the deep
movings of the Spirit of God. A sweet, heavenly peace will pervade
the mind, and you will love to meditate upon God and heaven. You
will feast upon the glorious promises of His word....

If professed Christians love Jesus better than the world, they
will love to speak of Him, their best Friend, in whom their highest
affections are centered. He came to their aid when they felt their
lost and perishing condition. When weary and heavy-laden with sin,
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they turned unto Him. He removed their burden of guilt and sin,

... and turned the whole current of their affections. The things they

once loved, they now hate; and the things they hated, they now love.
Has this great change taken place in you?



[70]

A New Life, March 3

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.... You must be
born anew. John 3:5-7, R.S.V.

He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping
the law is attempting an impossibility. There is no safety for one who
has merely a legal religion, a form of godliness. The Christian’s life
1s not a modification or improvement of the old, but a transformation
of nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether.
This change can be brought about only by the effectual working of
the Holy Spirit....

A person may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or to
trace all the circumstances in the process of conversion; but this does
not prove him to be unconverted. By an agency as unseen as the
wind, Christ is constantly working upon the heart. Little by little,
perhaps unconsciously to the receiver, impressions are made that
tend to draw the soul to Christ.... Suddenly, as the Spirit comes with
more direct appeal, the soul gladly surrenders itself to Jesus. By
many this is called sudden conversion; but it is the result of long
wooing by the Spirit of God,—a patient, protracted process.

While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen
and felt. So the work of the Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself
in every act of him who has felt its saving power. When the Spirit
of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful
thoughts are put away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and
peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy takes the place
of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven. No
one sees the hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend
from the courts above. The blessing comes when by faith the soul
surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye can
see creates a new being in the image of God.
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It is impossible for finite minds to comprehend the work of
redemption. Its mystery exceeds human knowledge; yet he who
passes from death to life realizes that it is a divine reality. The
beginning of redemption we may know here through a personal
experience. Its results reach through the eternal ages.



[71]

Life’s Top Priority, March 4

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you. Matthew 6:33.

This is the first great object—the kingdom of heaven, the righ-
teousness of Christ. Other objects to be attained should be secondary
to these.

Satan will present the path of holiness as difficult while the paths
of worldly pleasure are strewed with flowers. In false and flattering
colors will the tempter array the world with its pleasures before you.
Vanity is one of the strongest traits of our depraved natures, and
he knows that he can appeal to it successfully. He will flatter you
through his agents. You may receive praise which will gratify your
vanity and foster in you pride and self-esteem, and you may think
that with such advantages and attractions it really is a great pity
for you to come out from the world and be separate, and become
a Christian.... But consider that the pleasures of earth will have
an end, and that which you sow you must also reap. Are personal
attractions, ability, or talents too valuable to devote to God, the
Author of your being, He who watches over you every moment? Are
your qualifications too precious to devote to God?

The young urge that they need something to enliven and divert
the mind. I saw that there is pleasure in industry, a satisfaction in
pursuing a life of usefulness. Some still urge that they must have
something ... to which the mind can turn for relief and refreshment
amid cares and wearing labor. The Christian’s hope is just what is
needed. Religion will prove to the believer a comforter, a sure guide
to the Fountain of true happiness. The young should study the word
of God and give themselves to meditation and prayer, and they will
find that their spare moments cannot be better employed.

Young friends, you should take time to prove your own selves,
whether you are in the love of God. Be diligent to make your calling
and election sure.
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Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. Make
this first and last. Seek most earnestly to know Him whom to know

aright is life eternal. Christ and His righteousness is the salvation of
the soul.



[72]

Heaven’s Flawless Pearl, March 5

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking
goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. Matthew
13:45, 46.

Christ Himself is the pearl of great price.... The righteousness of
Christ, as a pure, white pearl, has no defect, no stain. No work of
man can improve the great and precious gift of God. It is without a
flaw. In Christ are “hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Colossians 2:3. He is “made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30. All that can
satisfy the needs and longings of the human soul, for this world and
for the world to come, is found in Christ. Our Redeemer is the pearl
so precious that in comparison all things else may be accounted
loss....

In the parable the pearl is not represented as a gift. The mer-
chantman bought it at the price of all that he had. Many question the
meaning of this, since Christ is represented in the Scriptures as a gift.
He is a gift, but only to those who give themselves, soul, body, and
spirit, to Him without reserve. We are to give ourselves to Christ, to
live a life of willing obedience to all His requirements. All that we
are, all the talents and capabilities we possess, are the Lord’s, to be
consecrated to His service. When we thus give ourselves wholly to
Him, Christ, with all the treasures of heaven, gives Himself to us.
We obtain the pearl of great price....

In the market of which divine mercy has the management, the
precious pearl is represented as being bought without money and
without price. In this market all may obtain the goods of heaven.
The treasury of the jewels of truth is open to all.... The Saviour’s
voice earnestly and lovingly invites us: “I counsel thee to buy of Me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich.” ... The poorest are
as well able as the richest to purchase salvation; for no amount of
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worldly wealth can secure it. It is obtained by willing obedience, by
giving ourselves to Christ as His own purchased possession....

We cannot earn salvation, but we are to seek for it with as much
interest and perseverance as though we would abandon everything
in the world for it.



[73]

Christ the Only Saviour, March 6

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we
have redemption through his blood. Colossians 1:13, 14.

No matter who you are or what your life has been, you can be
saved only in God’s appointed way. You must repent; you must fall
helpless on the Rock, Christ Jesus. You must feel your need of a
physician and of the only remedy for sin, the blood of Christ. This
remedy can be secured only by repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.... The blood of Christ will avail for
none but those who feel their need of its cleansing power.

What surpassing love and condescension, that when we had
no claim upon divine mercy, Christ was willing to undertake our
redemption! But our great Physician requires of every soul unques-
tioning submission. We are never to prescribe for our own case.
Christ must have the entire management of will and action....

We may flatter ourselves ... that our moral character has been
correct and we need not humble ourselves before God like the com-
mon sinner. But we must be content to enter into life in the very
same way as the chief of sinners. We must renounce our own righ-
teousness and plead for the righteousness of Christ to be imputed to
us. We must depend wholly upon Christ for our strength. Self must
die. We must acknowledge that all we have is from the exceeding
riches of divine grace. Let this be the language of our hearts: “Not
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.”

Genuine faith is followed by love, and love by obedience. All
the powers and passions of the converted man are brought under the
control of Christ. His Spirit is a renewing power, transforming to
the divine image all who will receive it....

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin.” He feels that
he is the purchase of the blood of Christ and bound by the most

148


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Colossians.1.13

Christ the Only Saviour, March 6 149

solemn vows to glorify God in his body and in his spirit, which are
God’s. The love of sin and the love of self are subdued in him. He
daily asks: “What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits
toward me?” “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”’



[74]

Taste for Yourself, March 7

O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in him. Psalm 34:8.

How shall we know for ourselves God’s goodness and His love?
The psalmist tells us—not, hear and know, read and know, or believe
and know; but— “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” Instead of
relying upon the word of another, taste for yourself.

Experience 1s knowledge derived from experiment. Experimen-
tal religion is what is needed now.... Some—yes, a large number—
have a theoretical knowledge of religious truth, but have never felt
the renewing power of divine grace upon their own hearts.... They
believe in the wrath of God, but put forth no earnest efforts to escape
it. They believe in heaven, but make no sacrifice to obtain it.... They
know a remedy for sin, but do not use it. They know the right, but
have no relish for it. All their knowledge will but increase their
condemnation. They have never tasted and learned by experience
that the Lord is good.

To become a disciple of Christ is to deny self and follow Jesus
through evil as well as good report.... Every darling indulgence that
hinders our religious life must be cut off.... Will we put forth efforts
and make sacrifices proportionate to the worth of the object to be
attained?

Every association we form, however limited, exerts some in-
fluence upon us. The extent to which we yield to that influence
will be determined by the degree of intimacy, the constancy of the
intercourse, and our love and veneration for the one with whom we
associate. Thus by acquaintance and association with Christ we may
become like Him, the one faultless Example.

Communion with Christ—how unspeakably precious! Such
communion it is our privilege to enjoy if we will seek it, if we will
make any sacrifice to secure it.
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So everyone may be able, through his own experience, to “set
his seal to this, that God is true.” John 3:33, A.R.V.... He can testify:
“I needed help, and I found it in Jesus. Every want was supplied, the
hunger of my soul was satisfied.... I believe in Jesus because He is
to me a divine Saviour. I believe the Bible because I have found it to
be the voice of God to my soul.”
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[75]

Citizens of Heaven, March 8

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.
Ephesians 2:19.

Jesus says: “Behold, I come quickly.” We should keep these
words ever in mind, and act as though we do indeed believe that the
coming of the Lord is nigh, and that we are pilgrims and strangers
upon the earth.

Every means of grace should be diligently improved that the love
of God may abound in the soul more and more, “that ye may approve
things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offense
till the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of righteousness.”
Your Christian life must take on vigorous and stalwart forms. You
can attain to the high standard set before you in the Scriptures, and
you must if you would be children of God. You cannot stand still;
you must either advance or retrograde....

Will you have a stinted Christian growth, or will you make
healthy progress in the divine life? Where there is spiritual health
there is growth. The child of God grows up to the full stature of a
man or woman in Christ. There is no limit to his improvement....

Some who ought to be strong and established in Christ are as
babes in understanding and experimental knowledge of the work-
ings of the Spirit of God. After years of experience they are able to
comprehend only the first principles of that grand system of faith
and doctrine that constitutes the Christian religion. They do not
comprehend that perfection of character which will receive the com-
mendation: “Well done.” ...

We have great victories to gain, and a heaven to lose if we do
not gain them. The carnal heart must be crucified; for its tendency
1s to moral corruption, and the end thereof is death.... Pray that the
mighty energies of the Holy Spirit ... may fall like an electric shock
on the palsy-stricken soul, causing every nerve to thrill with new
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life, restoring the whole man from his dead, earthly, sensual state to
spiritual soundness. You will thus become partakers of the divine
nature, ... and in your souls will be reflected the image of Him by
whose stripes you are healed.



[76]

A Fuller Knowledge of God, March 9

This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. John 17:3.

Only by knowing God here can we prepare to meet Him at His
coming.... But many of those who profess to believe in Christ do not
know God. They have only a surface religion. They do not love God;
they do not study His character; therefore they do not know how to
trust, how to look and live. They do not know what restful love is,
or what it means to walk by faith.... They fail of understanding that
it is their duty to receive, in order that they may enrich others.

The world by wisdom knows not God. Many have talked elo-
quently about Him, but their reasoning brings men no nearer to Him,
because they themselves are not in vital connection with Him. Pro-
fessing themselves to be wise, they become fools. Their knowledge
of God is imperfect.

We cannot by searching find out God, but He has revealed Him-
self in His Son, who is the brightness of the Father’s glory and the
express image of His person. If we desire a knowledge of God
we must be Christlike.... Living a pure life through faith in Christ
as a personal Saviour will bring to the believer a clearer, higher
conception of God.

Christ is a perfect revelation of God. “No man hath seen God at
any time,” He says; “the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom
of the Father, he hath declared him.” Only by knowing Christ can
we know God. And as we behold Him, we shall be changed into His
image, prepared to meet Him at His coming....

Now is the time to prepare for the coming of our Lord. Readiness
to meet Him cannot be attained in a moment’s time. Preparatory
to that solemn scene there must be vigilant waiting and watching,
combined with earnest work. So God’s children glorify Him. Amid
the busy scenes of life their voices will be heard speaking words of
encouragement, hope, and faith. All they have and are is consecrated
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to the Master’s service. Thus they prepare to meet their Lord; and
when He comes, they will say, with joy, “This is our God; we have
waited for him, and he will save us.... We will be glad and rejoice in
his salvation.”



[77]

The Highest Kind of Meditation, March 10

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God. 1 John 3:1.

What love, what matchless love, that, sinners and aliens as we
are, we may be brought back to God and adopted into His family!
We may address Him by the endearing name, “Our Father.” ...

All the paternal love which has come down from generation
to generation through the channel of human hearts, all the springs
of tenderness which have opened in the souls of men, are but as a
tiny rill to the boundless ocean when compared with the infinite,
exhaustless love of God. Tongue cannot utter it; pen cannot portray
it. You may meditate upon it every day of your life; you may search
the Scriptures diligently in order to understand it; you may summon
every power and capability that God has given you, in the endeavor
to comprehend the love and compassion of the heavenly Father; and
yet there is an infinity beyond. You may study that love for ages;
yet you can never fully comprehend the length and the breadth, the
depth and the height, of the love of God in giving His Son to die
for the world. Eternity itself can never fully reveal it. Yet as we
study the Bible and meditate upon the life of Christ and the plan of
redemption, these great themes will open to our understanding more
and more.

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, full of
mercy, tenderness, and compassion.

It would be well to spend a thoughtful hour each day reviewing
the life of Christ from the manger to Calvary. We should take it point
by point and let the imagination vividly grasp each scene, especially
the closing ones of His earthly life. By thus contemplating His
teachings and sufferings, and the infinite sacrifice made by Him for
the redemption of the race, we may strengthen our faith, quicken
our love, and become more deeply imbued with the spirit which
sustained our Saviour. If we would be saved at last we must all learn
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the lesson of penitence and faith at the foot of the cross.... Everything
noble and generous in man will respond to the contemplation of
Christ upon the cross.



[78]

White Raiment Required, March 11

When the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man
which had not on a wedding garment: and he saith unto him,
Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding
garment? Matthew 22:11, 12.

By the wedding garment in the parable is represented the pure,
spotless character which Christ’s true followers will possess. To the
church it is given “that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white,” “not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” Revelation
19:8; Ephesians 5:27. The fine linen, says the Scripture, “is the
righteousness of saints.” Revelation 19:8. It is the righteousness of
Christ, His own unblemished character, that through faith is imparted
to all who receive Him as their personal Saviour.

The white robe of innocence was worn by our first parents when
they were placed by God in holy Eden.... But when sin entered, they
severed their connection with God, and the light that had encircled
them departed.... Nothing can man devise to supply the place of his
lost robe of innocence.... Only the covering which Christ Himself
has provided can make us meet to appear in God’s presence. This
covering, the robe of His own righteousness, Christ will put upon
every repenting, believing soul.... This robe, woven in the loom
of heaven, has in it not one thread of human devising. Christ in
His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He
offers to impart to us. “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”
Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin.
But the Son of God “was manifested to take away our sins; and in
him is no sin.” 1 John 3:5....

By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every
human being to obey God’s commandments. When we submit our-
selves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged
in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts
are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it
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means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then
as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the
nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness,
which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.



[79]

Joy in Obedience, March 12

I have longed for thy salvation, O Lord; and thy law is my
delight. Psalm 119:174.

The true Christian will never complain that the yoke of Christ
1s galling to the neck. He accounts the service of Jesus as the truest
freedom. The law of God is his delight. Instead of seeking to bring
down the divine commands, to accord with his deficiencies, he is
constantly striving to rise to the level of their perfection.

Such an experience must be ours if we would be prepared to
stand in the day of God. Now, while probation lingers, while mercy’s
voice is still heard, is the time for us to put away our sins....

God has made ample provision that we may stand perfect in His
grace, wanting in nothing, waiting for the appearing of our Lord.
Are you ready? Have you the wedding garment on? That garment
will never cover deceit, impurity, corruption, or hypocrisy. The eye
of God is upon you.... We may conceal our sins from the eyes of
men, but we can hide nothing from our Maker.

God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him to death for our
offenses and raised Him again for our justification. Through Christ
we may present our petitions at the throne of Grace. Through Him,
unworthy as we are, we may obtain all spiritual blessings. Do we
come to Him, that we may have life?

The will of God is expressed in the precepts of His holy law, and
the principles of this law are the principles of heaven. The angels
of heaven attain unto no higher knowledge than to know the will of
God, and to do His will is the highest service that can engage their
powers.

But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality.
When Satan rebelled against the law of Jehovah, the thought that
there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to
something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as
servants, but as sons.... Obedience is to them no drudgery. Love for
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God makes their service a joy. So in every soul wherein Christ, the
hope of glory, dwells, His words are re-echoed, “I delight to do thy
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”



[80]

Shaping Up in God’s Workshop, March 13

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not your own;
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 1
Corinthians 6:19, 20, R.S.V.

We are not our own. We have been purchased with a dear price,
even the sufferings and death of the Son of God. If we could under-
stand this, and fully realize it, we would feel a great responsibility
resting upon us to keep ourselves in the very best condition of health,
that we might render to God perfect service....

We believe without a doubt that Christ is soon coming.... We
have no doubt, neither have we had a doubt for years, that the doc-
trines we hold today are present truth, and that we are nearing the
judgment. We are preparing to meet Him who, escorted by a ret-
inue of holy angels, is to appear in the clouds of heaven to give
the faithful and the just the finishing touch of immortality. When
He comes He is not to cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us
the defects in our characters, or to cure us of the infirmities of our
tempers and dispositions. If wrought for us at all, this work will all
be accomplished before that time.

When the Lord comes, those who are holy will be holy still.
Those who have preserved their bodies and spirits in holiness, in
sanctification and honor, will then receive the finishing touch of
immortality. But those who are unjust, unsanctified, and filthy will
remain so forever. No work will then be done for them to remove
their defects and give them holy characters.... This is all to be
done in these hours of probation. It is now that this work is to be
accomplished for us....

We are now in God’s workshop. Many of us are rough stones
from the quarry. But as we lay hold upon the truth of God, its
influence affects us. It elevates us and removes from us every imper-
fection and sin, of whatever nature. Thus we are prepared to see the
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King in His beauty and finally to unite with the pure and heavenly
angels in the kingdom of glory. It is here that this work is to be
accomplished for us, here that our bodies and spirits are to be fitted
for immortality.



[81]

Physical Health and Noble Thinking, March 14

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul. 1 Peter
2:11.

Many regard this text as a warning against licentiousness only;
but it has a broader meaning. It forbids every injurious gratification
of appetite or passion. Every perverted appetite becomes a warring
lust. Appetite was given us for a good purpose, not to become the
minister of death by being perverted, and thus degenerating into
“lusts, which war against the soul.” Peter’s admonition is a most
direct and forcible warning against the use of all stimulants and
narcotics. These indulgences may well be classed among the lusts
that exert a pernicious influence upon moral character.

Let none who profess godliness regard with indifference the
health of the body, and flatter themselves that intemperance is no
sin and will not affect their spirituality. A close sympathy exists
between the physical and the moral nature. The standard of virtue is
elevated or degraded by the physical habits. Excessive eating of the
best of food will produce a morbid condition of the moral feelings.
And if the food is not the most healthful, the effects will be still more
injurious. Any habit which does not promote healthful action in the
human system degrades the higher and nobler faculties....Indulgence
of appetite strengthens the animal propensities, giving them the
ascendancy over the mental and spiritual powers.

The strength of the temptation to indulge appetite can be mea-
sured only by the inexpressible anguish of our Redeemer in that long
fast in the wilderness. He knew that the indulgence of perverted
appetite would so deaden man’s perceptions that sacred things could
not be discerned.... If the power of indulged appetite was so strong
upon the race, that, in order to break its hold, the divine Son of God,
in man’s behalf, had to endure a fast of nearly six weeks, what a
work is before the Christian! Yet, however great the struggle, he may
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overcome. By the help of that divine power which withstood the
fiercest temptations that Satan could invent, he, too, may be entirely
successful in his warfare with evil, and at last may wear the victor’s
crown in the kingdom of God.



[82]

The Sowing and Reaping of Life, March 15

Flee also youthful lusts: but follow after righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure
heart. 2 Timothy 2:22.

A little time spent in sowing your wild oats, dear young friends,
will produce a crop that will embitter your whole life; an hour of
thoughtlessness, once yielding to temptation, may turn the whole
current of your life in the wrong direction. You can have but one
youth; make that useful. When once you have passed over the ground
you can never return to rectify your mistakes....

Satan...transforms himself into an angel of light and comes to the
youth with his specious temptations and succeeds in winning them,
step by step, from the path of duty. He is described as an accuser,
a deceiver, a liar, a tormentor, and a murderer. ...It is Satan’s act to
tempt you, but your own act to yield. It is not in the power of all the
host of Satan to force the tempted to transgress. There is no excuse
for sin.

Temptation is not sin. Jesus was holy and pure; yet He was
tempted in all points as we are, but with a strength and power that
man will never be called upon to endure. In His successful resistance
He has left us a bright example, that we should follow in His steps.
If we are self-confident or self-righteous we shall be left to fall under
the power of temptation; but if we look to Jesus and trust in Him
we call to our aid a power that has conquered the foe on the field
of battle, and with every temptation He will make a way of escape.
When Satan comes in like a flood, we must meet his temptations
with the sword of the Spirit, and Jesus will be our helper and will
lift up for us a standard against him.

One wrong trait of character, one sinful desire cherished, will
eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel.... The pains of duty
and the pleasures of sin are the cords with which Satan binds men in
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his snares. Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act
are the only ones who will be found faithful.

The youth may have principles so firm that the most powerful
temptations of Satan will not draw them away from their allegiance.



[83]

The Character Heaven Approves, March 16

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith,
in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12.

Jesus, the Majesty of heaven, has left an example for the youth.
He toiled in the workshop at Nazareth for His daily bread. He was
subject to His parents, and sought not to control His own time or
to follow His own will. By a life of easy indulgence a youth can
never attain to real excellence as a man or as a Christian. God does
not promise us ease, honor, or wealth in His service; but He assures
us that all needed blessings will be ours, “with persecutions,” and
in the world to come “life everlasting.” Nothing less than entire
consecration to His service will Christ accept. This is the lesson
which every one of us must learn....

We have marked illustrations of the sustaining power of firm,
religious principle.... The gaping lions’ den could not keep Daniel
from his daily prayers, nor could the fiery furnace induce Shadrach
and his companions to fall down before the idol which Nebuchad-
nezzar set up. Young men who have firm principles will eschew
pleasure, defy pain, and brave even the lions’ den and the heated
fiery furnace rather than be found untrue to God. Mark the character
of Joseph. Virtue was severely tested, but its triumph was complete.
At every point the noble youth endured the test. The same lofty,
unbending principle appeared at every trial. The Lord was with him,
and His word was law.

Those who study the Bible, counsel with God, and rely upon
Christ will be enabled to act wisely at all times and under all cir-
cumstances. Good principles will be illustrated in actual life. Only
let the truth for this time be cordially received and become the basis
of character, and it will produce steadfastness of purpose, which the
allurements of pleasure, the fickleness of custom, the contempt of
the world-loving, and the heart’s own clamors for self-indulgence
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are powerless to influence. Conscience must be first enlightened,
the will must be brought into subjection. The love of truth and righ-
teousness must reign in the soul, and a character will appear which
heaven can approve.



[84]

Climbing Peter’s Ladder, March 17

Beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. 2 Peter 1:5-7.

Point the youth to Peter’s ladder of eight rounds, and place their
feet, not on the highest round, but on the lowest, and with earnest
solicitation urge them to climb to the very top.

Christ ... 1s the ladder. The base is planted firmly on the earth in
His humanity; the topmost round reaches to the throne of God in His
divinity. The humanity of Christ embraces fallen humanity, while
His divinity lays hold upon the throne of God. We are saved by
climbing round after round of the ladder, looking to Christ, clinging
to Christ, mounting step by step to the height of Christ, so that He
1s made unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption. Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godli-
ness, brotherly kindness, and charity are the rounds of this ladder.
All these graces are to be manifested in the Christian character; and
“if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

You are not to think that you must wait until you have perfected
one grace before cultivating another. No; they are to grow up to-
gether...; every day that you live, you can be perfecting the blessed
attributes fully revealed in the character of Christ....

Do not become overwhelmed with the great amount of work you
must do in your lifetime, for you are not required to do it all at once.
Let every power of your being go to each day’s work, improve each
precious opportunity, appreciate the helps that God gives you, and
make advancement up the ladder of progress step by step. Remember
that you are to live but one day at a time, that God has given you
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one day, and heavenly records will show how you have valued its
privileges and opportunities. May you so improve every day given
you of God, that at last you may hear the Master say, “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant.”



[85]

The Breath of the Soul, March 18

Pray without ceasing. 1 Thessalonians 5:17.

Prayer is the breath of the soul, the channel of all blessings. As ...
the repentant soul offers its prayer, God sees its struggles, watches
its conflicts, and marks its sincerity. He has His finger upon its pulse,
and He takes note of every throb. Not a feeling thrills it, not an
emotion agitates it, not a sorrow shades it, not a sin stains it, not
a thought or purpose moves it, of which He is not cognizant. That
soul was purchased at an infinite cost, and is loved with a devotion
that is unalterable.

Prayer to the Great Physician for the healing of the soul brings
the blessing of God. Prayer unites us one to another and to God.
Prayer brings Jesus to our side, and gives new strength and fresh
grace to the fainting, perplexed soul....

Christ our Saviour was tempted in all points like as we are, yet
He was without sin. He took human nature, being made in fashion
as a man, and his necessities were the necessities of a man. He had
bodily wants to be supplied, bodily weariness to be relieved. It was
by prayer to His Father that He was braced for duty and for trial.
Day by day He followed His round of duty, seeking to save souls....
And He spent whole nights in prayer in behalf of the tempted ones....

The night seasons of prayer which the Saviour spent in the moun-
tain or in the desert were essential to prepare Him for the trials He
must meet in the days to follow. He felt the need of the refreshing
and invigorating of soul and body, that He might meet the tempta-
tions of Satan; and those who are striving to live His life will feel
this same need....

He says to us, “If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” Christ alone
can make us capable of responding when He says, “Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart.” This
means that every day self must be denied. Christ can give us the
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noble resolve, the will to suffer, and to fight the battles of the Lord
with persevering energy. The weakest, aided by divine grace, may
have strength to be more than conqueror.



[86]

The Secret of Progress, March 19

Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before
him: God is a refuge for us. Psalm 62:8.

We must be much in prayer if we would make progress in the
divine life. When the message of truth was first proclaimed, how
much we prayed. How often was the voice of intercession heard in
the chamber, in the barn, in the orchard, or the grove. Frequently
we spent hours in earnest prayer, two or three together claiming the
promise; often the sound of weeping was heard and then the voice of
thanksgiving and the song of praise. Now the day of God is nearer
than when we first believed, and we should be more earnest, more
zealous, and fervent than in those early days. Our perils are greater
now than then.

It was in hours of solitary prayer that Jesus in His earth-life
received wisdom and power. Let the youth follow His example in
finding at dawn and twilight a quiet season for communion with
their Father in heaven. And throughout the day let them lift up their
hearts to God. At every step of our way He says, “I the Lord thy
God will hold thy right hand; ... fear not; I will help thee.” Isaiah
41:13. Could our children learn this lesson in the morning of their
years, what freshness and power, what joy and sweetness, would be
brought into their lives!

Let your heart break for the longing it has for God, for the living
God. The life of Christ has shown what humanity can do by being
partaker of the divine nature. All that Christ received from God we
too may have. Then ask and receive. With the persevering faith of
Jacob, with the unyielding persistence of Elijah, claim for yourself
all that God has promised.

Let the glorious conceptions of God possess your mind. Let your
life be knit by hidden links to the life of Jesus. He who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness is willing to shine in your heart,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
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Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit will take the things of God and show
them unto you.... Christ will lead you to the threshold of the Infinite.
You may behold the glory beyond the veil, and reveal to men the
sufficiency of Him who ever liveth to make intercession for us.



[87]

Unwavering Faith, March 20

Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. James
1:6.

Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need to be studied
together. In the prayer of faith there is a divine science; it is a
science that everyone who would make his life-work a success must
understand. Christ says, “What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Mark
11:24. He makes it plain that our asking must be according to God’s
will; we must ask for the things that He has promised, and whatever
we receive must be used in doing His will. The conditions met, the
promise is unequivocal.

For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike tem-
per, for wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift He has
promised, we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and
return thanks to God that we have received. We need look for no
outward evidence of the blessing. The gift is in the promise, and we
may go about our work assured that what God has promised He is
able to perform, and that the gift, which we already possess, will be
realized when we need it most.

To live thus by the word of God means the surrender to Him
of the whole life. There will be felt a continual sense of need
and dependence, a drawing out of the heart after God. Prayer is
a necessity; for it is the life of the soul. Family prayer, public prayer,
have their place; but it is secret communion with God that sustains
the soul life....

An intensity such as never before was seen is taking possession
of the world. In amusement, in money-making, in the contest for
power, in the very struggle for existence, there is a terrible force that
engrosses body and mind and soul. In the midst of this maddening
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rush, God is speaking. He bids us come apart and commune with
Him. “Be still, and know that I am God.” ...

Not a pause for a moment in His presence, but personal contact
with Christ, to sit down in companionship with Him—this is our
need.



[88]

Pure in Heart and Life, March 21

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Matthew
5:8.

Into the city of God there will enter nothing that defiles. All who
are to be dwellers there will here have become pure in heart. In one
who is learning of Jesus, there will be manifest a growing distaste
for careless manners, unseemly language, and coarse thought. When
Christ abides in the heart, there will be purity and refinement of
thought and manner.

But the words of Jesus ... have a deeper meaning—not merely
pure in the sense in which the world understands purity, free from
that which is sensual, pure from lust, but true in the hidden purposes
and motives of the soul, free from pride and self-seeking, humble,
unselfish, childlike.

Only like can appreciate like. Unless you accept in your own
life the principle of self-sacrificing love, which is the principle of
His character, you cannot know God....

When Christ shall come in His glory, the wicked cannot endure
to behold Him. The light of His presence, which is life to those who
love Him, is death to the ungodly.... When He shall appear, they will
pray to be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them.

But to hearts that have become purified through the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, all is changed. These can know God. Moses was
hid in the cleft of the rock when the glory of the Lord was revealed
to him; and it is when we are hid in Christ that we behold the love
of God....

By faith we behold Him here and now. In our daily experience
we discern His goodness and compassion in the manifestation of
His providence. We recognize Him in the character of His Son....
The pure in heart see God in a new and endearing relation, as their
Redeemer; and while they discern the purity and loveliness of His
character, they long to reflect His image. They see Him as a Father
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longing to embrace a repenting son, and their hearts are filled with
joy unspeakable and full of glory....

The pure in heart live as in the visible presence of God during
the time He apportions them in this world. And they will also see
Him face to face in the future, immortal state, as did Adam when he
walked and talked with God in Eden.



[89]

Bible Sanctification Defined, March 22

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. John 17:17.

Those who are sanctified through the truth are living recommen-
dations of its power, and representatives of their risen Lord. The
religion of Christ will refine the taste, sanctify the judgment, elevate,
purify, and ennoble the soul, making the Christian more and more
fit for the society of the heavenly angels.

“And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the truth.” John 17:19. “Seeing ye have purified
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently.” 1 Peter 1:22. “Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1....

Here is Bible sanctification. It is not merely a show or outside
work. It is sanctification received through the channel of truth. It is
truth received in the heart, and practically carried out in the life.

There is no Bible sanctification for those who cast a part of the
truth behind them. There is light enough given in the word of God,
so that none need err.... Jesus, considered as a man, was perfect,
yet He grew in grace. “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man.” Luke 2:52. Even the most perfect
Christian may increase continually in the knowledge and love of
God....

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day.
It is a continual growth in grace.... Satan lives, and is active, and
every day we need to cry earnestly to God for help and strength to
resist him. As long as Satan reigns we shall have self to subdue,
besetments to overcome, and there is no stopping place, there is no
point to which we can come and say we have fully attained....

The Christian life is constantly an onward march. Jesus sits as
a refiner and purifier of His people; and when His image is per-
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fectly reflected in them, they are perfect and holy, and prepared for
translation.



[90]

Be Alert for Satan’s Devices, March 23

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
whom resist stedfast in the faith. 1 Peter 5:8, 9.

Let every soul be on the alert. The adversary is on your track.
Be vigilant, watching diligently lest some carefully concealed and
masterly snare shall take you unawares. Let the careless and indif-
ferent beware lest the day of the Lord come upon them as a thief in
the night. Many will wander from the path of humility, and, casting
aside the yoke of Christ, will walk in strange paths. Blinded and
bewildered, they will leave the narrow path that leads to the city of
God....

He who overcomes must watch; for, with worldly entanglements,
error, and superstition, Satan strives to win Christ’s followers from
Him. It is not enough that we avoid glaring dangers and perilous,
inconsistent moves. We are to keep close to the side of Christ,
walking in the path of self-denial and sacrifice. We are in an enemy’s
country. He who was cast out of heaven has come down with great
power. With every conceivable artifice and device he is seeking to
take souls captive. Unless we are constantly on guard we shall fall
an easy prey to his unnumbered deceptions.

Everything is now clothed with a solemnity that all who believe
the truth for this time should realize. They should act in reference
to the day of God. The judgments of God are about to fall upon the
world, and we need to be preparing for that great day.

Our time is precious. We have but few, very few days of proba-
tion in which to make ready for the future, immortal life. We have
no time to spend in haphazard movements. We should fear to skim
the surface of the word of God.

If your whole interest is in the truth and the preparatory work
for this time you will be sanctified through the truth and receive a
fitness for immortality.... The thorough work of preparation must go
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on with all who profess the truth, until we stand before the throne
of God without fault, without a spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.
God will cleanse you if you will submit to the purifying process.



[91]

Proof Against Every Temptation, March 24

Yield yourselves unto God, ... and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have
dominion over you. Romans 6:13, 14.

There is but one power that can break the hold of evil from the
hearts of men, and that is the power of God in Jesus Christ.... His
grace alone can enable us to resist and subdue the tendencies of our
fallen nature.

The infinite value of the sacrifice required for our redemption
reveals the fact that sin is a tremendous evil. Through sin the whole
human organism is deranged, the mind is perverted, the imagination
corrupted. Sin has degraded the faculties of the soul. Temptations
from without find an answering chord within the heart, and the
feet turn imperceptibly toward evil. As the sacrifice in our behalf
was complete, so our restoration from the defilement of sin is to be
complete. There is no act of wickedness that the law will excuse;
there is no unrighteousness that will escape its condemnation. The
life of Christ was a perfect fulfillment of every precept of the law.
He said; “I have kept my Father’s commandments.” John 15:10. His
life is our standard of obedience and service.

Today Satan presents the same temptations that he presented
to Christ, offering us the kingdoms of the world in return for our
allegiance. But upon him who looks to Jesus as the author and
finisher of his faith, Satan’s temptations have no power. He cannot
cause to sin the one who will accept by faith the virtues of Him who
was tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin.

The expulsion of sin is the act of the soul itself. True, we have
no power to free ourselves from Satan’s control; but when we desire
to be set free from sin, and in our great need cry out for a power out
of and above ourselves, the powers of the soul are imbued with the
divine energy of the Holy Spirit, and they obey the dictates of the
will in fulfilling the will of God.
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God will have a people zealous of good works, standing firm
amid the pollutions of this degenerate age. There will be a people
who hold so fast to the divine strength that they will be proof against
every temptation.



[92]

Why Probation Lingers, March 25

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
2 Peter 3:9.

I was shown our danger, as a people, of becoming assimilated
to the world rather than to the image of Christ. We are now upon
the very borders of the eternal world, but it is the purpose of the
adversary of souls to lead us to put far off the close of time. Satan
will in every conceivable manner assail those who profess to be
the commandment-keeping people of God and to be waiting for the
second appearing of our Saviour in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. He will lead as many as possible to put off the evil
day and become in spirit like the world, imitating its customs. I
felt alarmed as I saw that the spirit of the world was controlling the
hearts and minds of many who make a high profession of the truth....

In consideration of the shortness of time we as a people should
watch and pray, and in no case allow ourselves to be diverted from
the solemn work of preparation for the great event before us. Because
the time is apparently extended, many have become careless and
indifferent in regard to their words and actions. They do not realize
their danger and do not see and understand the mercy of our God
in lengthening their probation, that they may have time to form
characters for the future, immortal life. Every moment is of the
highest value. Time is granted them, not to be employed in studying
their own ease and becoming dwellers on the earth, but to be used
in the work of overcoming every defect in their own characters and
in helping others, by example and personal effort, to see the beauty
of holiness. God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy
hope are tracing down the roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy and are
seeking to purify their souls by obeying the truth, that they may not
be found without the wedding garment when Christ shall appear....
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The signs foretold in prophecy are fast fulfilling around us. This
should arouse every true follower of Christ to zealous action.



[93]

Your Case Coming Up! March 26

Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment
is come. Revelation 14:7.

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place of the
heavenly sanctuary, to begin the work of the investigative judgment.

As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all
who have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning
with those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents
the cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living.
Every name is mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names
are accepted, names rejected. When any have sins remaining upon
the books of record, unrepented of and unforgiven, their names will
be blotted out of the book of life....

We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the typical
service, while the high priest was making the atonement for Israel,
all were required to afflict their souls by repentance of sin and humil-
iation before the Lord, lest they be cut off from among the people.
In like manner, all who would have their names retained in the book
of life, should now, in the few remaining days of their probation,
afflict their souls before God by sorrow for sin and true repentance.
There must be deep, faithful searching of heart.... There is earnest
warfare before all who would subdue the evil tendencies that strive
for the mastery. The work of preparation is an individual work. We
are not saved in groups. The purity and devotion of one will not
offset the want of these qualities in another.... Every one must be
tested, and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood
of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered against
their names in the books of heaven; as they have become partakers
of the righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found to be
in harmony with the law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and
they themselves will be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord
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declares, ... “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for
mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25.
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[94]

A Standard You Can Trust, March 27

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. Ephesians 6:11.

At every revival of God’s work, the prince of evil is aroused
to more intense activity; he is now putting forth his utmost efforts
for a final struggle against Christ and His followers. The last great
delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to perform his
marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resem-
ble the true, that it will be impossible to distinguish between them
except by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every statement
and every miracle must be tested....

None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of
the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul
will come the searching test: Shall I obey God rather than men? The
decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock
of God’s immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense
of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus? ...

It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn
from the Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in the light, and
encourage others to follow his example. We should day by day
study the Bible diligently, weighing every thought, and comparing
scripture with scripture. With divine help we are to form our opinions
for ourselves as we are to answer for ourselves before God....

Jesus promised His disciples: “The Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 1
have said unto you.” John 14:26. But the teachings of Christ must
previously have been stored in the mind, in order for the Spirit of
God to bring them to our remembrance in the time of peril....

When the testing time shall come, those who have made God’s
word their rule of life will be revealed.... Let persecution be kindled,
and the halfhearted and hypocritical will waver and yield the faith;
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but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his
hope brighter, than in days of prosperity.



[95]

The Scriptures Our Safeguard, March 28

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation? Hebrews 1:14.

So long as the people of God preserve their fidelity to Him,
so long as they cling by living faith to Jesus, they are under the
protection of heavenly angels, and Satan will not be permitted to
exercise his hellish arts upon them to their destruction. But those
who separate themselves from Christ by sin are in great peril....

Satan is now more earnestly engaged in playing the game of life
for souls than at any previous time; and unless we are constantly on
our guard, he will establish in our hearts, pride, love of self, love of
the world, and many other evil traits. He will also use every possible
device to unsettle our faith in God and in the truths of His Word. If
we have not a deep experience in the things of God, if we have not a
thorough knowledge of His Word, we shall be beguiled to our ruin
by the errors and sophistries of the enemy. False doctrines will sap
the foundations of many, because they have not learned to discern
truth from error. Our only safeguard against the wiles of Satan is to
study the Scriptures diligently, to have an intelligent understanding
of the reasons of our faith, and faithfully to perform every known
duty. The indulgence of one known sin will cause weakness and
darkness, and subject us to fierce temptation....

Are we opening the door of the heart to Jesus, and closing every
means of entrance to Satan? Are we daily obtaining clearer light,
and greater strength, that we may stand in Christ’s righteousness?
Are we emptying our hearts of all selfishness, and cleansing them,
preparatory to receiving the latter rain from heaven? ...

The work of overcoming is a great work. Shall we take hold of it
with energy and perseverance? Unless we do, our “filthy garments”
will not be taken from us. We need never expect that these will be
torn from us violently; we must first show a desire to rid ourselves
of them. We must seek to separate sin from us, relying upon the
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merits of the blood of Christ; and then in the day of affliction, when
the enemy presses us, we shall walk among the angels.



[96]

God’s Pledge of Security, March 29

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations,
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be
punished. 2 Peter 2:9.

In the time of trial before us God’s pledge of security will be
placed upon those who have kept the word of His patience.... The
pillar of cloud which speaks wrath and terror to the transgressor of
God’s law is light and mercy and deliverance to those who have
kept His commandments. The arm strong to smite the rebellious
will be strong to deliver the loyal. Every faithful one will surely be
gathered....

What part will you act in the closing scenes of this world’s
history? ... Do you realize the grand work of preparation that is
going on in heaven and on earth? ... Let none now tamper with
sin, the source of every misery in our world.... Let not the destiny
of your soul hang upon an uncertainty. Know that you are fully on
the Lord’s side. Let the inquiry go forth from sincere hearts and
trembling lips, “Who shall be able to stand?” Have you, in these
last precious hours of probation, been putting the very best material
into your character building? Have you been purifying your souls
from every stain? Have you followed the light? Have you works
corresponding to your profession of faith?

Is the softening, subduing influence of the grace of God working
upon you? ... Are you letting your light shine to illumine the nations
that are perishing in their sins? Do you realize that you are to stand
in defense of God’s commandments before those who are treading
them underfoot?

It is possible to be a partial, formal believer, and yet be found
wanting and lose eternal life. It is possible to practice some of the
Bible injunctions and be regarded as a Christian, and yet perish
because you lack qualifications essential to Christian character....
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While mercy lingers, while the Saviour is making intercession, let
us make thorough work for eternity.

The great crisis is just before us. To meet its trials and tempta-
tions, and to perform its duties, will require persevering faith. But
we may triumph gloriously; not one watching, praying, believing
soul will be ensnared by the enemy.



[97]

A Deep and Living Experience, March 30

How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It
was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by
those who heard him. Hebrews 2:3, R.S.V.

I saw that we should not put off the coming of the Lord. Said
the angel: “Prepare, prepare, for what is coming upon the earth.
Let your works correspond with your faith.” I saw that the mind
must be stayed upon God, and that our influence should tell for God
and His truth. We cannot honor the Lord when we are careless
and indifferent.... We must be in earnest to secure our own soul’s
salvation, and to save others. All importance should be attached to
this, and everything besides should come in secondary.

I saw the beauty of heaven. I heard the angels sing their rapturous
songs, ascribing praise, honor, and glory to Jesus. I could then realize
something of the wondrous love of the Son of God. He left all the
glory, all the honor which He had in heaven, and was so interested for
our salvation that He patiently and meekly bore every indignity and
slight which man could heap upon Him. He was wounded, smitten,
and bruised; He was stretched on Calvary’s cross and suffered the
most agonizing death to save us from death, that we might be washed
in His blood and be raised up to live with Him in the mansions He
1s preparing for us, to enjoy the light and glory of heaven, to hear
the angels sing, and to sing with them.

I saw that all heaven is interested in our salvation; and shall we
be indifferent? Shall we be careless, as though it were a small matter
whether we are saved or lost? Shall we slight the sacrifice that has
been made for us? ...

A Book has been given us to guide our feet through the perils of
this dark world to heaven. It tells us how we can escape the wrath
of God, and also tells of the sufferings of Christ for us, the great
sacrifice that has been made that we might be saved and enjoy the
presence of God forever.
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A form of godliness will not save any. All must have a deep
and living experience. This alone will save them in the time of
trouble. Then their work will be tried of what sort it is; and if it is
gold, silver, and precious stones, they will be hid in the secret of the
Lord’s pavilion.



[98]

“Get Ready, Get Ready, Get Ready”’, March 31

Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. Amos 4:12.

Suppose that today Christ should appear in the clouds of heaven,
who ... would be ready to meet Him? Suppose we should be trans-
lated into the kingdom of heaven just as we are. Would we be
prepared to unite with the saints of God, to live in harmony with the
royal family, the children of the heavenly King? What preparation
have you made for the judgment? Have you made your peace with
God? Are you laboring together with God? Are you seeking to help
those around you, those in your home, those in your neighborhood,
those with whom you come in contact that are not keeping the com-
mandments of God? ... Are we getting ready to meet the King?

If it were possible for us to be admitted into heaven as we are,
how many of us would be able to look upon God? How many of us
have on the wedding-garment? How many of us are without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing? How many of us are worthy to receive
the crown of life? ... Position does not make the man. It is Christ
formed within that makes a man worthy of receiving the crown of
life, that fadeth not away.

I was pointed to the remnant on the earth. The angel said to
them, “Will ye shun the seven last plagues? ... If so, ye must die that
ye may live. Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye must have a greater
preparation than ye now have.... Sacrifice all to God. Lay all upon
His altar—self, property, and all, a living sacrifice. It will take all to
enter glory.”

Christ is coming with power and great glory. He is coming with
His own glory and with the glory of the Father.... While the wicked
flee from His presence, Christ’s followers will rejoice.... To His
faithful followers Christ has been a daily companion and familiar
friend. They have lived in close contact, in constant communion
with God. Upon them the glory of the Lord has risen.... Now they
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rejoice in the undimmed rays of the brightness and glory of the King
in His majesty. They are prepared for the communion of heaven; for
they have heaven in their hearts.

If you are right with God today, you are ready if Christ should
come today.
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Greatest Work in the World, April 1

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. Mark 16:15.

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture,” 18 Christ’s command to His followers. Not that all are called
to be ministers or missionaries in the ordinary sense of the term; but
all may be workers with Him in giving the “glad tidings” to their
fellow men. To all, great or small, learned or ignorant, old or young,
the command is given.

Upon every one who knows the truth for this time rests the re-
sponsibility of making it known to others. The servants of Christ are
in a large measure responsible for the well-being and the salvation
of the world. They are to be co-laborers with God in the work of
winning souls to Christ.

The theme that attracts the heart of the sinner is Christ, and Him
crucified. On the cross of Calvary, Jesus stands revealed to the world
in unparalleled love. Present Him thus to the hungering multitudes,
and the light of His love will win men from darkness to light, from
transgression to obedience and true holiness. Beholding Jesus upon
the cross of Calvary arouses the conscience to the heinous character
of sin as nothing else can do.

Will not our church members keep their eyes fixed on a crucified
and risen Saviour, in whom their hopes of eternal life are centered?
This is our message, our argument, our doctrine, our warning to the
impenitent, our encouragement for the sorrowing, the hope for every
believer. If we can awaken an interest in men’s minds that will cause
them to fix their eyes on Christ, we may step aside, and ask them
only to continue to fix their eyes upon the Lamb of God.... He whose
eyes are fixed on Jesus will leave all. He will die to selfishness.
He will believe in all the Word of God, which is so gloriously and
wonderfully exalted in Christ.
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It is the privilege of every Christian, not only to look for, but to
hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Were all who profess
His name bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole world
would be sown with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last harvest
would be ripened, and Christ would come to gather the precious
grain.



[100]

The Message of the Cross, April 2

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I
unto the world. Galatians 6:14.

God has given me a message for His people.... You have been
bought with a price, and all that you have and are is to be used to
the glory of God and for the good of your fellow men. Christ died
on the cross to save the world from perishing in sin. He asks your
co-operation in this work. You are to be His helping hand. With
earnest, unwearying effort you are to seek to save the lost....

The transforming power of Christ’s grace molds the one who
gives himself to God’s service.... No longer can he be indifferent
to the souls perishing around him.... He realizes that every part of
his being belongs to Christ, who has redeemed him from the slavery
of sin; that every moment of his future has been bought with the
precious lifeblood of God’s only-begotten Son.

Have you so deep an appreciation of the sacrifice made on Cal-
vary that you are willing to make every other interest subordinate
to the work of saving souls? The same intensity of desire to save
sinners that marked the life of the Saviour marks the life of His true
follower. The Christian has no desire to live for self. He delights to
consecrate all that he has and is to the Master’s service. He is moved
by an inexpressible desire to win souls to Christ....

How can I best glorify Him whose I am by creation and by
redemption? This is to be the question that we are to ask ourselves.
With anxious solicitude the one who is truly converted seeks to
rescue those who are still in Satan’s power....

We have now only a little time in which to prepare for eternity....
People need the truth, and by earnest, faithful effort it is to be com-
municated to them. Souls are to be sought for, prayed for, labored
for....
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Upon us rests the weighty responsibility of warning the world of
its coming doom.... God calls upon His church to arise and clothe
herself with power. Immortal crowns are to be won; the kingdom of

heaven is to be gained; the world, perishing in ignorance, is to be
enlightened.



[101]

Motivated by Love, April 3

And this commandment we have from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also. 1 John 4:21.

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man
has pure love to God unless he has unselfish love for his brother....
When self is merged in Christ, love springs forth spontaneously. The
completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to
help and bless others springs constantly from within—when the sun-
shine of heaven fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance....

Connected with Christ, we are connected with our fellow men by
the golden links of the chain of love. Then the pity and compassion
of Christ will be manifest in our life. We shall not wait to have
the needy and unfortunate brought to us. We shall not need to be
entreated to feel for the woes of others. It will be as natural for us to
minister to the needy and suffering as it was for Christ to go about
doing good....

The glory of heaven is in lifting up the fallen, comforting the
distressed.... No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste
1s recognized by God.... All men are of one family by creation, and
all are one through redemption. Christ came to demolish every wall
of partition, to throw open every compartment of the temple, that
every soul may have free access to God. His love is so broad, so
deep, so full, that it penetrates everywhere. It lifts out of Satan’s
circle the poor souls who have been deluded by his deceptions. It
places them within reach of the throne of God, the throne encircled
by the rainbow of promise....

Christ s seeking to uplift all who will be lifted to companionship
with Himself, that we may be one with Him as He is one with the
Father. He permits us to come in contact with suffering and calamity
in order to call us out of our selfishness; He seeks to develop in us
the attributes of His character—compassion, tenderness, and love....
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“If thou wilt keep my charge,” the Lord declares, “I will give
thee places to walk among these that stand by”—even among the
angels that surround His throne. (Zechariah 3:7.) By cooperating
with heavenly beings in their work on earth, we are preparing for
their companionship in heaven.
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The Place to Begin Witnessing, April 4

That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that
our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the
similitude of a palace. Psalm 144:12.

Our work for Christ is to begin with the family in the home....
There is no missionary field more important than this.

Happy are the parents whose lives are a true reflection of the
divine, so that the promises and commands of God awaken in the
child gratitude and reverence; the parents whose tenderness and
justice and long-suffering interpret to the child the love and justice
and long-suffering of God; and who, by teaching the child to love
and trust and obey them, are teaching him to love and trust and obey
his Father in heaven. Parents who impart to a child such a gift have
endowed him with a treasure more precious than the wealth of all
the ages—a treasure as enduring as eternity.

God wants every child of tender age to be His child, to be adopted
into His family. Young though they may be, the youth may be mem-
bers of the household of faith and have a most precious experience.
They may have hearts that are tender and ready to receive impres-
sions that will be lasting. They may have their hearts drawn out in
confidence and love for Jesus, and live for the Saviour. Christ will
make them little missionaries. The whole current of their thought
may be changed, so that sin will not appear a thing to be enjoyed,
but to be shunned and hated.

By precept and example parents are to teach their children to
labor for the unconverted. The children should be so educated that
they will sympathize with the aged and afflicted and will seek to
alleviate the sufferings of the poor and distressed.... From their
earliest years self-denial and sacrifice for the good of others and the
advancement of Christ’s cause should be inculcated, that they may
be laborers together with God....
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God designs that the families of earth shall be a symbol of the
family in heaven. Christian homes, established and conducted in
accordance with God’s plan, are among His most effective agencies
for the formation of Christian character and for the advancement of
His work.



[103]

A World in Need, April 5

We wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we
walk in darkness. Isaiah 59:9.

There are many who are reading the Scriptures who cannot
understand their true import. All over the world men and women
are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and tears and inquiries go
up from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many
are on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.

Everywhere there are hearts crying out for something which they
have not. They long for a power that will give them mastery over
sin, a power that will deliver them from the bondage of evil, a power
that will give health and life and peace. Many who once knew the
power of God’s word have dwelt where there is no recognition of
God, and they long for the divine presence.

The world needs today what it needed nineteen hundred years
ago—a revelation of Christ. A great work of reform is demanded,
and it is only through the grace of Christ that the work of restoration,
physical, mental, and spiritual, can be accomplished.

Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the
people. The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their
good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs,
and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow me.”

There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort....
We are to weep with those that weep, and rejoice with those that
rejoice. Accompanied by the power of persuasion, the power of
prayer, the power of the love of God, this work will not, cannot, be
without fruit.

Heavenly intelligences are waiting to cooperate with human
instrumentalities, that they may reveal to the world what human
beings may become, and what, through union with the Divine, may
be accomplished for the saving of souls that are ready to perish.
There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting self aside,
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makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart and
lives a life wholly consecrated to God.



[104]

Teaching from House to House, April 6

I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to
house. Acts 20:20.

Among the members of our churches there should be more house-
to-house labor in giving Bible readings and distributing literature....
As we sow beside all waters we shall realize that “he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”

Christ’s example must be followed by those who claim to be His
children. Relieve the physical necessities of your fellow men, and
their gratitude will break down the barriers and enable you to reach
their hearts.... Women as well as men can engage in the work....
They can do in families a work that men cannot do, a work that
reaches the inner life. They can come close to the hearts of those
whom men cannot reach. Their work is needed. Discreet and humble
women can do a good work in explaining the truth to the people in
their homes. The word of God thus explained will do its leavening
work, and ... whole families will be converted....

In the home circle, at your neighbor’s fireside, at the bedside of
the sick, in a quiet way you may read the Scriptures and speak a
word for Jesus and the truth. Precious seed may thus be sown that
will spring up and bring forth fruit....

There is missionary work to be done in many unpromising places.
The missionary spirit needs to take hold of our souls, inspiring us to
reach classes for whom we had not planned to labor and in ways and
places that we had no idea of working. The Lord has His plan for
the sowing of the gospel seed. In sowing according to His will, we
shall so multiply the seed that His word may reach thousands who
have never heard the truth.

Thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand
angels are waiting to co-operate with members of our churches in
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communicating the light that God has generously given, that a people
may be prepared for the coming of Christ.

Our sisters, the youth, the middle-aged, and those of advanced
years, may act a part in the closing work for this time; and in doing
this as they have opportunity, they will obtain an experience of the
highest value to themselves. In forgetfulness of self, they will grow
in grace.



[105]

One-to-One Witnessing, April 7

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. John 3:16.

Why are not all who claim to love God seeking to enlighten their
neighbors and their associates, that they may not longer neglect this
great salvation? Christ gave Himself to a shameful, agonizing death,
showing His great travail of soul to save the perishing. Oh, Christ is
able, Christ is willing, Christ is longing, to save all who will come
unto Him!

Talk to souls in peril and get them to behold Jesus upon the cross,
dying to make it possible for Him to pardon. Talk to the sinner with
your own heart overflowing with the tender, pitying love of Christ.
Let there be deep earnestness; but not a harsh, loud note should be
heard from the one who is trying to win the soul to look and live.

First have your own soul consecrated to God. As you look upon
our Intercessor in heaven, let your heart be broken. Then, softened
and subdued, you can address repenting sinners as one who realizes
the power of redeeming love. Pray with these souls, by faith bringing
them to the foot of the cross; carry their minds up with your mind,
and fix the eye of faith where you look, upon Jesus the Sin Bearer.
Get them to look away from their poor, sinful selves to the Saviour,
and the victory is won. They behold for themselves the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world. They see the Way, the Truth,
the Life. The Sun of Righteousness sheds its bright beams into the
heart. The strong tide of redeeming love pours into the parched and
thirsty soul, and the sinner is saved to Jesus Christ.

Christ crucified—talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break and
win hearts. This is the power and wisdom of God to gather souls for
Christ. Formal, set phrases, the presentation of merely argumentative
subjects, is productive of little good. The melting love of God in
the hearts of the workers will be recognized by those for whom they
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labor. Souls are thirsting for the waters of life. Do not be empty
cisterns. If you reveal the love of Christ to them, you may lead the
hungering, thirsting ones to Jesus, and He will give them the bread
of life and the water of salvation.



[106]

Sound an Alarm! April 8

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the
day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand. Joel 2:1.

The things that concern our eternal welfare are now to absorb
our attention. We cannot afford to give heavenly things the second
place.... The judgments of God are in the land. They speak in solemn
warning, saying, “Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think
not the Son of man cometh.”

There are many, many in our churches who know little of the
real meaning of the truth for this time. I appeal to them not to
disregard the fulfilling of the signs of the times, which say so plainly
that the end is near. O how many who have not sought their soul’s
salvation will soon make the bitter lamentation, “The harvest is past,
the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved”!

We are living in the closing scenes of this earth’s history.
Prophecy is rapidly fulfilling. The hours of probation are fast pass-
ing. We have no time—not a moment—to lose. Let us not be found
sleeping on guard. Let no one say in his heart or by his works, “My
lord delayeth his coming.” Let the message of Christ’s soon return
sound forth in earnest words of warning. Let us persuade men and
women everywhere to repent, and flee from the wrath to come. Let
us arouse them to immediate preparation; for we little know what is
before us. Let ministers and lay members go forth into the ripening
fields....

The Lord is soon to come, and we must be prepared to meet
Him in peace. Let us be determined to do all in our power to impart
light to those around us. We are not to be sad, but cheerful, and we
are to keep the Lord Jesus ever before us.... We must be ready and
waiting for His appearing. O how glorious it will be to see Him,
and be welcomed as His redeemed ones! Long have we waited, but
our faith is not to become weak. If we can but see the King in His

216


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Joel.2.1

Sound an Alarm! April 8 217

beauty, we shall be forever and forever blessed. I feel as if I must
cry aloud, “Homeward bound.” We are nearing the time when Christ

will come with power and great glory, to take His ransomed ones to
their eternal home.



[107]

God’s Special Message for Today, April 9

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of
light. Romans 13:12.

In a time like this, we should have but one object in view—
the employing of every means that God has provided by which the
truth may be planted in the hearts of men.... It is the duty of every
Christian to strive to the utmost of his ability to spread abroad the
knowledge of the truth.

God has waited long, and He is waiting still, to have the beings
that are His by both creation and redemption, listen to His voice, and
obey Him as loving, submissive children, whose desire is to be near
His side, and to have the light of His countenance shining upon them.
We are to bear the third angel’s message to the world, warning men
against the worship of the beast and his image, and directing them to
take their places in the ranks of those who “keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.” God has not revealed to us the time
when this message will close, or when probation will have an end....
It is our duty to watch and work and wait, to labor every moment for
the souls of men that are ready to perish....

Now, just now, is the time for us to be watching, working, and
waiting.... The end of all things is at hand.... The Spirit of the Lord
i1s working to take the truth of the inspired word and stamp it upon
the soul so that the professed followers of Christ will have a holy,
sacred joy that they will be able to impart to others....

There is need of a deeper, stronger, more constraining testimony
on the power of the truth as seen in the practical godliness of those
who profess to believe it.

We are to have the truth planted in the heart, and teach it to others
as it is in Jesus. The world is in a very solemn period; for souls
are deciding what will be their eternal destiny. Satan and his angels
are continually plotting to make void the law of God, and thus to
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enslave the souls of men in the toils of sin. The darkness which is
covering the earth is deepening, but those who walk humbly with
God have nothing to fear.



[108]

A Time for Decision! April 10

Choose you this day whom ye will serve. Joshua 24:15.

Today the world is mad: an insanity is upon men and women,
and 1s hurrying them on to eternal ruin. Every species of indulgence
prevails, and men have become so infatuated with vice that they will
not listen to warnings or appeals.

The Lord says to the people of the earth, “Choose you this day
whom ye will serve.” All are now deciding their eternal destiny. Men
need to be aroused to realize the solemnity of the time, the nearness
of the day when human probation shall be ended. God gives no man
a message that it will be five years or ten years or twenty years before
this earth’s history shall close. He would not give any living being
an excuse for delaying the preparation for His appearing. He would
have no one say, as did the unfaithful servant, “My lord delayeth
his coming;” for this leads to reckless neglect of the opportunities
and privileges given to prepare us for that great day. Everyone who
claims to be a servant of God is called to do His service as if each
day might be the last....

Talk of the speedy appearing of the Son of man in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. Put not off that day....

Here is the great burden to be carried by each one. Are my sins
forgiven? Has Christ, the burden-bearer, taken away my guilt? Have
I a clean heart, purified by the righteousness of Jesus Christ? Woe
be to any soul who is not seeking a refuge in Christ. Woe be to all
who shall in any way divert the mind from the work, and cause any
soul to be less vigilant now....

The great work from which the mind should not be diverted is
the consideration of our personal standing in the sight of God. Are
our feet on the Rock of Ages? Are we hiding ourselves in the only
Refuge? The storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared
to meet it? Are we one with Christ as He is one with the Father?
Are we heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ? ...
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The character of Christ is to be our character. We are to be
transformed by the renewing of our hearts. Here is our only safety.
Nothing can separate a living Christian from God.



[109]

Living to Save Others, April 11

If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow me. Luke 9:23.

The sin which is indulged to the greatest extent, and which
separates us from God and produces so many contagious spiritual
disorders, is selfishness. There can be no returning to the Lord
except by self-denial. Of ourselves we can do nothing; but, through
God strengthening us, we can live to do good to others, and in this
way shun the evil of selfishness. We need not go to heathen lands to
manifest our desire to devote all to God in a useful, unselfish life.
We should do this in the home circle, in the church, among those
with whom we associate and with whom we do business. Right in
the common walks of life is where self is to be denied and kept in
subordination.

Paul could say: “I die daily.” It is the daily dying to self in the
little transactions of life that makes us overcomers. We should forget
self in the desire to do good to others. With many there is a decided
lack of love for others. Instead of faithfully performing their duty,
they seek rather their own pleasure.

God positively enjoins upon all His followers a duty to bless
others with their influence and means, and to seek that wisdom of
Him which will enable them to do all in their power to elevate the
thoughts and affections of those who come within their influence. In
doing for others, a sweet satisfaction will be experienced, an inward
peace which will be a sufficient reward. When actuated by a high
and noble desire to do others good, they will find true happiness in
a faithful discharge of life’s manifold duties. This will bring more
than an earthly reward; for every faithful, unselfish performance of
duty is noticed by the angels and shines in the life record.

In heaven none will think of self, nor seek their own pleasure; but
all, from pure, genuine love, will seek the happiness of the heavenly
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beings around them. If we wish to enjoy heavenly society in the
earth made new, we must be governed by heavenly principles here.

The greatest work that can be done in our world is to glorify God
by living the character of Christ.



[110]

Pathway to Life, April 12

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is

the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which

go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,

which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Matthew
7:13, 14.

Christ calls upon us to enter the narrow pathway, where every
step means a denial of self. He calls upon us to stand upon the
platform of eternal truth, and contend, yes, contend earnestly, for
the faith once delivered to the saints....

As we near the time when principalities and powers and spiritual
wickedness in high places will be fully brought into the warfare
against the truth, when Satan’s deceptive power will be so great that,
if it were possible, he would deceive the very elect, our discernment
must be sharpened by divine enlightenment, that we may not be
ignorant of Satan’s devices.... By giving us the cooperation of the
holy angels, God has made it possible for our work to be ... a glorious
success. But success will seldom result from scattered effort. The
united influence of all the members of the church is required.

The church today needs men who, like Enoch, walk with God,
revealing Christ to the world. Church-members need to reach a
higher standard. Heavenly messengers are waiting to communicate
with those who have sunk self out of sight, whose lives are a fulfilling
of the words, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Of such men and women
must the church be composed before her light can shine forth to the
world in clear, distinct rays. Our views of the Sun of Righteousness
are clouded by self-seeking. Christ is crucified afresh by many who
through self-indulgence allow Satan to gain control over them....

It is God’s purpose that all shall be tested and tried, that He
may see whether they are loyal or disloyal to the laws that govern
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the kingdom of heaven. To the last, God permits Satan to reveal
himself as a liar, an accuser, and a murderer. Thus the final triumph
of His people is made more marked, more glorious, more full and
complete.



[111]

In Partnership with Christ, April 13

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye
can do nothing. John 15:5.

The end is near! God calls upon the church to set in order the
things that remain. Workers together with God, you are empowered
by the Lord to take others with you into the kingdom. You are to
be God’s living agents, channels of light to the world, and round
about you are angels of heaven with their commission from Christ
to sustain, strengthen, and uphold you in working for the salvation
of souls....

Stand out separate and distinct from the world—in the world,
but not of it, reflecting the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness,
being pure, holy, and undefiled, and in faith carrying light into all
the highways and byways of the earth.

Let the churches awake before it is everlastingly too late. Let
every member take up his individual work and vindicate the name
of the Lord by which he is called. Let sound faith and earnest piety
take the place of slothfulness and unbelief. When faith lays hold
upon Christ, the truth will bring delight to the soul, and the services
of religion will not be dull and uninteresting.... Daily you will have a
rich experience as you practice the Christianity you profess. Sinners
will be converted....

Oh, that all may arouse and manifest to the world that theirs is
a living faith, that a vital issue is before the world, that Jesus will
soon come. Let men see that we believe that we are on the borders
of the eternal world.

The upbuilding of the kingdom of God is retarded or urged
forward according to the unfaithfulness or fidelity of human agencies.
The work is hindered by the failure of the human to cooperate with
the divine. Men may pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven”; but if they fail of acting out this prayer
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in their lives, their petitions will be fruitless. But though you may
be weak, erring, and sinful, the Lord holds out to you the offer
of partnership with Himself. He invites you to come under divine
instruction. Uniting with Christ, you may work the works of God.
“Without me,” Christ said, “ye can do nothing.”



[112]

Representatives of the Saviour, April 14

Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that in case
they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 1 Peter 2:12,
R.S.V.

God expects those who bear the name of Christ to represent
Him.... They are to be a sanctified, purified, holy people, communi-
cating light to all with whom they come in contact....

The followers of Christ are to be separate from the world in prin-
ciples and interests, but they are not to isolate themselves from the
world. The Saviour mingled constantly with men, not to encourage
them in anything that was not in accordance with God’s will, but to
uplift and ennoble them. “I sanctify myself,” He declared, “that they
also might be sanctified.” John 17:19. So the Christian is to abide
among men, that the savor of divine love may be as salt to preserve
the world from corruption....

The power of a higher, purer, nobler life is our great need. The
world 1s watching to see what fruit is borne by professed Christians....
Impressions favorable or unfavorable to Bible religion are constantly
being made on the minds of all with whom we have to do.

And God and the angels are watching. God desires His people
to show by their lives the advantage of Christianity over worldliness,
to show that they are working on a high, holy plane. He longs to
see them showing that the truth they have received has made them
children of the heavenly King. He longs to make them channels
through which He can pour His boundless love and mercy.

Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of
Himself in His church. When the character of the Saviour shall be
perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim His
own. It is the privilege of every Christian, not only to look for, but
to hasten, the coming of our Lord. Were all who profess His name
bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole world would be

228


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.Peter.2.12
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.John.17.19

Representatives of the Saviour, April 14 229

sown with the seed of the gospel! Quickly the last great harvest
would be ripened, and Christ would come.



[113]

A Character the World Will Recognize, April 15

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world. Philippians 2:15.

It is God’s purpose to manifest through His people the principles
of His kingdom. That in life and character they may reveal these
principles, He desires to separate them from the customs, habits,
and practices of the world.... By beholding the goodness, the mercy,
the justice, and the love of God revealed in His church, the world
1s to have a representation of His character. And when the law of
God is thus exemplified in the life, even the world will recognize the
superiority of those who love and fear and serve God above every
other people in the world.

Seventh-day Adventists, above all people, should be patterns of
piety, holy in heart and in conversation. To them have been entrusted
the most solemn truths ever committed to mortals. Every endowment
of grace and power and efficiency has been liberally provided. They
look for the near return of Christ in the clouds of heaven. For them to
give to the world the impression that their faith is not a dominating
power in their lives is greatly to dishonor God.

Because of the increasing power of Satan’s temptations, the times
in which we live are full of peril for the children of God, and we need
to learn constantly of the Great Teacher, that we may take every step
in surety and righteousness. Wonderful scenes are opening before
us; and at this time a living testimony is to be borne in the lives of
God’s professed people, so that the world may see that in this age,
when evil reigns on every side, there is yet a people who are laying
aside their will and are seeking to do God’s will—a people in whose
hearts and lives God’s law is written....

Their thoughts are to be pure, their words noble and uplifting.
The religion of Christ is to be interwoven with all that they do and say.
They are to be a sanctified, purified, holy people, communicating
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light to all with whom they come in contact. It is His purpose that
by exemplifying the truth in their lives, they shall be a praise in the
earth. The grace of Christ is sufficient to bring this about.



[114]

The Testimony the World Needs, April 16

You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on
your hearts, to be known and read by all men. 2 Corinthians
3:2, R.S.V.

Transformation of character is to be the testimony to the world of
the indwelling love of Christ. The Lord expects His people to show
that the redeeming power of grace can work upon the faulty character
and cause it to develop in symmetry and abundant fruitfulness.

But in order for us to fulfill God’s purpose, there is a preparatory
work to be done. The Lord bids us empty our hearts of the self-
ishness which is the root of alienation. He longs to pour upon us
His Holy Spirit in rich measure, and He bids us clear the way by
self-renunciation. When self is surrendered to God, our eyes will be
opened to see the stumbling stones which our un-Christlikeness has
placed in the way of others. All these God bids us remove. He says:
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that
ye may be healed.” James 5:16. Then we may have the assurance
that David had when, after confession of his sin, he prayed: “Re-
store unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free
spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be
converted unto thee.” Psalm 51:12, 13.

When the grace of God reigns within, the soul will be surrounded
with an atmosphere of faith and courage and Christlike love, an
atmosphere invigorating to the spiritual life of all who inhale it....
Everyone who is a partaker of Christ’s pardoning love, everyone
who has been enlightened by the Spirit of God and converted to the
truth, will feel that for these precious blessings he owes a debt to
every soul with whom he comes in contact. Those who are humble
in heart the Lord will use to reach souls whom the ordained ministers
cannot approach. They will be moved to speak words which reveal
the saving grace of Christ.
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And in blessing others they will themselves be blessed. God
gives us opportunity to impart grace, that He may refill us with
increased grace. Hope and faith will strengthen as the agent for God
works with the talents and facilities that God has provided. He will
have a divine agency to work with him.



[115]

When God Makes Up Deficiencies, April 17

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that
ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 2 Corinthians 6:1.

We are to be partners in the work of God throughout the world;
wherever there are souls to be saved, we are to lend our help, that
many sons and daughters may be brought to God. The end is near,
and for this reason we are to make the most of every entrusted ability
and every agency that shall offer help to the work....

How the angels must feel as they see the end approaching, and
see so many of those entrusted with the last message of mercy
huddling together, attending meetings for the sake of benefit to their
own souls, and feeling dissatisfied if there is not much preaching,
while they have little burden and are doing little for the salvation
of others. All who are indeed united to Christ by living faith will
be partakers of the divine nature. They will be constantly receiving
from Him spiritual life, and they cannot be silent.

Life always shows itself in action. If the heart is living, it will
send the lifeblood to every part of the body. Those whose hearts are
filled with spiritual life will not need to be urged to reveal it. The
divine life will flow forth from them in rich currents of grace. As
they pray, as they speak, and as they labor, God is glorified....

It is not the most brilliant or the most talented whose work pro-
duces the greatest and most lasting results. Who are the most effi-
cient laborers? Those who will respond to the invitation: “Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly in heart.”

If men to whom God has entrusted talents of intellect refuse to
use these gifts to His glory, after test and trial He will leave them
to their own imaginings and will take men who do not appear to be
so richly endowed, who have not large self-confidence, and He will
make the weak strong because they trust in God to do for them those
things which they cannot do for themselves. God will accept the
wholehearted service, and will Himself make up the deficiencies.
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Angels are listening to hear what kind of report you are bearing
to the world about your heavenly Master.



[116]

Preaching with Power, April 18

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” Matthew 3:1, 2, R.S.V.

John the Baptist in his desert life was taught of God. He studied
the revelations of God in nature. Under the guiding of the Divine
Spirit, he studied the scrolls of the prophets. By day and by night,
Christ was his study, his meditation, until mind and heart and soul
were filled with the glorious vision.

He looked upon the King in His beauty, and self was lost sight of.
He beheld the majesty of holiness and knew himself to be inefficient
and unworthy. It was God’s message that he was to declare. It was
in God’s power and His righteousness that he was to stand. He was
ready to go forth as Heaven’s messenger, unawed by the human,
because he had looked upon the Divine. He could stand fearless
in the presence of earthly monarchs because with trembling he had
bowed before the King of kings.

With no elaborate arguments or finespun theories did John de-
clare his message. Startling and stern, yet full of hope, his voice was
heard from the wilderness: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven
1s at hand.” Matthew 3:2. With a new, strange power it moved the
people. The whole nation was stirred. Multitudes flocked to the
wilderness....

In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds
of heaven, such a work as that of John is to be done. God calls for
men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the
Lord.... As a people who believe in Christ’s soon appearing, we
have a message to bear—*“Prepare to meet thy God.” Amos 4:12.
Our message must be as direct as was the message of John. He
rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding that his life was
imperiled, he did not hesitate to declare God’s word. And our work
in this age must be done as faithfully.
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In order to give such a message as John gave, we must have a
spiritual experience like his. The same work must be wrought in us.
We must behold God, and in beholding Him lose sight of self.



[117]

“Behold the Lamb of God”, April 19

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world. John 1:29.

John had by nature the faults and weaknesses common to hu-
manity; but the touch of divine love had transformed him. When,
after Christ’s ministry began, the disciples of John came to him with
the complaint that all men were following the new Teacher, John
showed how clearly he understood his relation to the Messiah, and
how gladly he welcomed the One for whom he had prepared the
way.

“A man can receive nothing,” he said, “except it be given him
from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not
the Christ, but that I am sent before him.... This my joy therefore is
fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.” John 3:27-30.

Looking in faith to the Redeemer, John had risen to the height
of self-abnegation. He sought not to attract men to himself, but to
lift their thoughts higher and still higher, until they should rest upon
the Lamb of God. He himself had been only a voice, a cry in the
wilderness. Now with joy he accepted silence and obscurity, that the
eyes of all might be turned to the Light of life.

Those who are true to their calling as messengers for God will
not seek honor for themselves. Love for self will be swallowed up in
love for Christ. They will recognize that it is their work to proclaim,
as did John the Baptist: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.” John 1:29. They will lift up Jesus, and
with Him humanity will be lifted up....

The soul of the prophet, emptied of self, was filled with the light
of the Divine.... He bore witness to the Saviour’s glory.... In this
glory of Christ, all His followers are to share.... We can receive
of heaven’s light only as we are willing to be emptied of self. We
can discern the character of God, and accept Christ by faith, only
as we consent to the bringing into captivity of every thought to the
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obedience of Christ. To all who do this, the Holy Spirit is given
without measure. In Christ “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. And ye are complete in him.” Colossians 2:9, 10.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Colossians.2.9

[118]

God’s Call to Reform, April 20

He shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord. Luke 1:17.

John the Baptist went forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to
prepare the way of the Lord and to turn the people to the wisdom of
the just. He was a representative of those living in these last days to
whom God has entrusted sacred truths to present before the people
to prepare the way for the second appearing of Christ....

Those who are to prepare the way for the second coming of
Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit of
Elijah to prepare the way for Christ’s first advent. The great subject
of reform is to be agitated, and the public mind is to be stirred.
Temperance in all things is to be connected with the message, to
turn the people of God from their idolatry, their gluttony, and their
extravagance in dress and other things.

The self-denial, humility, and temperance required of the righ-
teous, whom God especially leads and blesses, is to be presented to
the people in contrast to the extravagant, health-destroying habits
of those who live in this degenerate age. God has shown that health
reform is as closely connected with the third angel’s message as
the hand is with the body. There is nowhere to be found so great a
cause of physical and moral degeneracy as a neglect of this important
subject. Those who indulge appetite and passion, and close their
eyes to the light for fear they will see sinful indulgences which they
are unwilling to forsake, are guilty before God....

Providence has been leading the people of God out from the
extravagant habits of the world, away from the indulgence of appetite
and passion, to take their stand upon the platform of self-denial and
temperance in all things. The people whom God is leading will be
peculiar. They will not be like the world. But if they follow the
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leadings of God they will accomplish His purposes, and will yield
their will to His will. Christ will dwell in the heart.... Your body,
says the apostle, is the temple of the Holy Ghost.



[119]

Promote Healthful Living, April 21

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service. Romans 12:1.

It 1s impossible for a man to present his body a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, while continuing to indulge habits that
are depriving him of physical, mental, and moral vigor. Again the
apostle says, “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2.

We are in a world that is opposed to righteousness or purity of
character, and especially to growth in grace. Wherever we look,
we see defilement and corruption, deformity and sin. How opposed
is all this to the work that must be accomplished in us just previ-
ous to receiving the gift of immortality! God’s elect must stand
untainted amid the corruptions teeming around them in these last
days. Their bodies must be made holy, their spirits pure. If this
work is to be accomplished, it must be undertaken at once, earnestly
and understandingly. The Spirit of God should have perfect control,
influencing every action.

The health reform is one branch of the great work which is to fit a
people for the coming of the Lord.... Men and women cannot violate
natural law by indulging depraved appetites and lustful passions,
without violating the law of God. Therefore He has permitted the
light of health reform to shine upon us, that we may realize the
sinfulness of breaking the laws which He has established in our very
being....

To make natural law plain, and to urge obedience to it, is a work
that accompanies the third angel’s message.... He [God] designs that
the subject shall be agitated, and the public mind deeply stirred to
investigate it; for it is impossible for men and women, while under
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the power of sinful, health-destroying, brain-enervating habits, to
appreciate sacred truth....

He who cherishes the light which God has given him upon health
reform, has an important aid in the work of becoming sanctified
through the truth, and fitted for immortality.



[120]

Virtue of Self-Forgetfulness, April 22

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me. Galatians 2:20.

By faith Paul appropriated the grace of Christ, and this grace
supplied the necessities of his soul. By faith he received the heavenly
gift, and imparted it to souls longing for light. This is the experience
we need.... Pray for this faith. Strive for it. Believe that God will
give it to you.

There is a great work to be done in our world. This is no dream-
land. Before us are living realities. On every hand are to be seen the
manifestations of Satan’s power. Let us co-operate with Him who
works to restore and uplift. And let us not forget that he who works
for Christ must recruit his strength at the source of all strength....
Christians need power of thought, firmness of will, and knowledge
that comes from the study of God’s Word. They cannot afford to fill
their minds with trifles. Every day they must be renewed in spiritual
power.

Learn of Him who has said, “I am meek and lowly in heart.
Learning of Him, you will find rest. Day by day you will gain an
experience in the things of God, day by day realize the greatness of
His salvation and the glory of a union with Him. Constantly you
will learn better how to live Christlike, and constantly you will grow
more like the Saviour.

If we will die to self, if we will enlarge our idea of what Christ
can be to us and what we can be to Him, if we will unite with one
another in the bonds of Christian fellowship, God will work through
us with mighty power. Then we shall be sanctified through the truth.
We shall indeed be chosen by God and controlled by His Spirit.
Every day of life will be precious to us, because we shall see in it an
opportunity to use our entrusted gifts for the blessing of others.

29
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We must forget self in loving service for others.... We may not
remember some act of kindness which we do, ... but eternity will
bring out in all its brightness every act done for the salvation of
souls, every word spoken for the comfort of God’s children; and
these deeds done for Christ’s sake will be a part of our joy through
all eternity.



[121]

The Youth, God’s Instruments, April 23

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.
Lamentations 3:27.

God calls young men in the vigor and strength of their youth to
share with Him self-denial, sacrifice, and suffering. If they accept
the call, He will make them His instruments to save souls for whom
He died. But He would have them count the cost and enter upon
their work with a full knowledge of the conditions upon which they
serve a crucified Redeemer....

Our first work should be to bring our own hearts into harmony
with God, and then we are prepared to labor for others. In former
days there was great searching of heart among our earnest workers.
They counseled together and united in humble, fervent prayer for
divine guidance.... Christ’s coming is nearer than when we believed.
Every passing day leaves us one less to proclaim the message of
warning to the world. Would that there were today more earnest
intercession with God, greater humility, greater purity, and greater
faith.

We have a grand work to do for the Master, to open the word of
God to those who are in the darkness of error. Young friends, act
as though you had a sacred charge. You should be Bible students,
ever ready to give to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you. By your true Christian dignity give evidence that
you know you have a truth that it is for the interest of the people
to hear. If this truth is inwrought in the soul, it will manifest itself
in the countenance and demeanor, in a calm, noble self-possession
and peace which the Christian alone can possess. Those who have
genuine humility, and whose minds have been expanded by the
truths unfolded in the gospel, will have an influence that will be felt.
They will make an impression upon minds and hearts.

I have no higher wish than to see our youth imbued with the spirit
of pure religion which will lead them to take up the cross and follow
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Jesus. Go forth, young disciples of Christ, controlled by principle,
clad in the robes of purity and righteousness. Your Saviour will
guide you into the position best suited to your talents and where you
can be most useful. In the path of duty you may be sure of receiving
grace sufficient for your day.



[122]

A Work for All Ages, April 24

I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong,
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the
evil one. 1 John 2:14, R.S.V.

There are many lines in which the youth can find opportunity
for helpful effort.... In this closing work of the gospel there is a vast
field to be occupied; and, more than ever before, the work is to enlist
helpers from the common people. Both the youth and those older
in years will be called from the field, from the vineyard, and from
the workshop, and sent forth by the Master to give His message.
Many of these may have had little opportunity for education, but
Christ sees in them qualifications that will enable them to fulfill His
purpose. If they put their hearts into the work and continue to be
learners, He will fit them to labor for Him....

However large, however small, your talents, remember that what
you have is yours only in trust. Thus God is testing you, giving you
an opportunity to prove yourself true. To Him you are indebted for
all your capabilities. To Him belong your powers of body, mind,
and soul, and for Him these powers are to be used. Your time, your
influence, your capabilities, your skill—all must be accounted for to
Him who gives all.

The youth who finds joy and happiness in reading the word of
God and in the hour of prayer is constantly refreshed by drafts from
the Fountain of life. He will attain a height of moral excellence and
a breadth of thought of which others cannot conceive.... Those who
thus connect their souls with God are acknowledged by Him as His
sons and daughters. They are constantly reaching higher and still
higher, obtaining clearer views of God and of eternity, until the Lord
makes them channels of light and wisdom to the world.

With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might
furnish, how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming
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Saviour might be carried to the whole world! How soon might the
end come—the end of suffering and sorrow and sin!



[123]

Why so Many Idlers? April 25

You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8, R.S.V.

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in every age have
shared. Everyone who has received the gospel has been given sacred
truth to impart to the world. God’s faithful people have always been
aggressive missionaries, consecrating their resources to the honor of
His name, and wisely using their talents in His service....

The members of God’s church are to be zealous of good works,
separating from worldly ambition, and walking in the footsteps of
Him who went about doing good. With hearts filled with sympathy
and compassion, they are to minister to those in need of help, bring-
ing to sinners a knowledge of the Saviour’s love. Such work calls
for laborious effort, but it brings a rich reward. Those who engage
in it with sincerity of purpose will see souls won to the Saviour....

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come.” Revelation 22:17. The charge to give this invitation
includes the entire church. Everyone who has heard the invitation is
to echo the message from hill and valley, saying, “Come.”...

Hundreds, yea, thousands, who have heard the message of salva-
tion, are still idlers in the market place, when they might be engaged
in some line of active service. To these Christ is saying, “Why stand
ye here all the day idle?”” and He adds, “Go ye also into the vine-
yard.” Matthew 20:6, 7. Why is it that many more do not respond
to the call? Is it because they think themselves excused in that they
do not stand in the pulpit? Let them understand that there is a large
work to be done outside the pulpit by thousands of consecrated lay
members.

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession
of the whole church so that everyone shall be working for Him
according to his ability. When the members of the church of God
do their appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in
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fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be
warned, and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and
great glory. “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
Matthew 24:14.
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[124]

All Our Treasures for God, April 26

Freely ye have received, freely give. Matthew 10:8.

All that men receive of God’s bounty still belongs to God. What-
ever He has bestowed in the valuable and beautiful things of earth
1s placed in our hands to test us, to sound the depths of our love for
Him and our appreciation of His favors. Whether it be the treasures
of wealth or of intellect, they are to be laid, a willing offering, at the
feet of Jesus.

In commissioning His disciples to go “into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature,” Christ assigned to men the
work of extending the knowledge of His grace. But while some go
forth to preach, He calls upon others ... for offerings with which to
support His cause in the earth.

Not all can make large offerings, not all can do great works,
magnificent deeds; but all can practice self-denial, all can reveal
the unselfishness of the Saviour. Some can bring large gifts to the
Lord’s treasury; others can bring only mites; but every gift brought
in sincerity is accepted by the Lord.

Many would be surprised to see how much could be saved for
the cause of God by acts of self-denial. The small sums saved by
deeds of sacrifice will do more for the upbuilding of the cause of
God than larger gifts will accomplish that have not called for denial
of self.

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. Christ’s self-
sacrificing love is revealed upon the cross. That man might be saved,
He gave all that He had and then gave Himself. The cross of Christ
appeals to the benevolence of every follower of the blessed Saviour.
The principle there illustrated is to give, give.... The principle of
worldlings is to get, get....

The light of the gospel shining from the cross of Christ rebukes
selfishness.... Many of God’s people are in danger of being ensnared
by worldliness and covetousness. They should understand that it is
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His mercy that multiplies the demands for their means.... He thus
makes man the medium through which to distribute His blessings
on earth. God planned the system of beneficence in order that man
might become like his Creator, benevolent and unselfish in character,
and finally be a partaker with Christ of the eternal, glorious reward.



[125]

A Twofold Life, April 27

Our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ. 1 John 1:3.

Nothing is more needed in our work than the practical results of
communion with God. We should show by our daily lives that we
have peace and rest in the Saviour. His peace in the heart will shine
forth in the countenance.... Communion with God will ennoble the
character and the life. Men will take knowledge of us, as of the
first disciples, that we have been with Jesus. This will impart to the
worker a power that nothing else can give. Of this power he must
not allow himself to be deprived. We must live a twofold life—a life
of thought and action, of silent prayer and earnest work.

All who are under the training of God need the quiet hour for
communion with their own hearts, with nature, and with God.... We
must individually hear Him speaking to the heart. When every other
voice is hushed, and in quietness we wait before Him, the silence
of the soul makes more distinct the voice of God. He bids us, “Be
still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10. This is the effectual
preparation for all labor for God. Amidst the hurrying throng, and
the strain of life’s intense activities, he who is thus refreshed will be
surrounded with an atmosphere of light and peace. He will receive
a new endowment of both physical and mental strength. His life
will breathe out a fragrance, and will reveal a divine power that will
reach men’s hearts.

Many, even in their seasons of devotion, fail of receiving the
blessing of real communion with God. They are in too great haste.
With hurried steps they press through the circle of Christ’s loving
presence, pausing perhaps a moment within the sacred precincts,
but not waiting for counsel. They have no time to remain with the
divine Teacher. With their burdens they return to their work.

These workers can never attain the highest success until they
learn the secret of strength. They must give themselves time to

254


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.John.1.3
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Psalm.46.10

Twofold Life, April 27 255

think, to pray, to wait upon God for a renewal of physical, mental,
and spiritual power. They need the uplifting influence of His Spirit.
Receiving this, they will be quickened by fresh life.



[126]

Mistaken Zeal, April 28

For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. Romans 10:2.

There is a noisy zeal, without aim or purpose, which is not
according to knowledge, which is blind in its operations and de-
structive in its results. This is not Christian zeal. Christian zeal is
controlled by principle and is not spasmodic. It is earnest, deep, and
strong, engaging the whole soul and arousing to exercise the moral
sensibilities.

The salvation of souls and the interests of the kingdom of God
are matters of the highest importance. What object is there that
calls for greater earnestness than the salvation of souls and the glory
of God? There are considerations here which cannot be lightly
regarded. They are as weighty as eternity. Eternal destinies are at
stake. Men and women are deciding for weal or woe. Christian zeal
will not exhaust itself in talk, but will feel and act with vigor and
efficiency. Yet Christian zeal will not act for the sake of being seen.
Humility will characterize every effort and be seen in every work.
Christian zeal will lead to earnest prayer and humiliation, and to
faithfulness in home duties. In the family circle will be seen the
gentleness and love, benevolence and compassion, which are ever
the fruits of Christian zeal....

Oh, how few feel the worth of souls! How few are willing to
sacrifice to bring souls to the knowledge of Christ! There is much
talking, much professed love for perishing souls; but talk is cheap
stuff. It is earnest Christian zeal that is wanted—a zeal that will be
manifested by doing something. All must now work for themselves,
and when they have Jesus in their hearts they will confess Him to
others. No more could a soul who possesses Christ be hindered from
confessing Him than could the waters of Niagara be stopped from
flowing over the falls.
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Eternal life should engage the deepest interest of every Christian.
To be a co-worker with Christ and the heavenly angels in the great
plan of salvation! What work can bear any comparison with this!
From every soul saved there comes to God a revenue of glory to be
reflected upon the one saved and also upon the one instrumental in
his salvation.



[127]

A Sure Foundation, April 29

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one
that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 2
Timothy 2:19.

The Lord will have a people as true as steel, and with faith as
firm as the granite rock. They are to be His witnesses in the world,
His instrumentalities to do a special, a glorious work in the day of
His preparation....

Ministers who have preached the truth with all zeal and earnest-
ness may apostatize and join the ranks of our enemies, but does this
turn the truth of God into a lie? “Nevertheless,” says the apostle,
“the foundation of God standeth sure.” The faith and feelings of men
may change; but the truth of God, never....

It 1s as certain that we have the truth as that God lives; and Satan,
with all his arts and hellish power, cannot change the truth of God
into a lie. While the great adversary will try his utmost to make
of none effect the word of God, truth must go forth as a lamp that
burneth.

The Lord has singled us out and made us subjects of His mar-
velous mercy. Shall we be charmed with the pratings of the apostate?
Shall we choose to take our stand with Satan and his host? Shall
we join with the transgressors of God’s law? Rather let it be our
prayer: “Lord, put enmity between me and the serpent.” If we are
not at enmity with his works of darkness, his powerful folds encircle
us, and his sting is ready at any moment to be driven to our hearts.
We should count him a deadly foe. We should oppose him in the
name of Christ. Our work is still onward.... Let all who name the
name of Christ clothe themselves with the armor of righteousness....

The time has come when we must know for ourselves why we
believe as we do.... Let us lay up for ourselves a good foundation
against the time to come, that we may lay hold on eternal life. We
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must labor, not in our own strength, but in the strength of our risen
Lord. What will we do and dare for Jesus?



[128]

Heaven is Waiting for You, April 30

As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. John 20:21.

Of the apostles it is written, “They went forth, and preached
every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word
with signs following.” Mark 16:20. As Christ sent forth His disciples,
so today He sends forth the members of His church. The same power
that the apostles had is for them. If they will make God their strength,
He will work with them, and they shall not labor in vain. Let them
realize that the work in which they are engaged is one upon which
the Lord has placed His signet. God said to Jeremiah, “Say not, I am
a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever
I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I
am with thee to deliver thee.” Then the Lord put forth His hand and
touched His servant’s mouth, saying, “Behold, I have put my words
in thy mouth.” Jeremiah 1:7-9. And He bids us go forth to speak the
words He gives us, feeling His holy touch upon our lips.

Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member
should be a channel through which God can communicate to the
world the treasures of His grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ.
There is nothing that the Saviour desires so much as agents who will
represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There is nothing
that the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanity
of the Saviour’s love. All heaven is waiting for men and women
through whom God can reveal the power of Christianity.

The church is God’s agency for the proclamation of truth, em-
powered by Him to do a special work; and if she is loyal to Him,
obedient to all His commandments, there will dwell within her the
excellency of divine grace. If she will be true to her allegiance, if
she will honor the Lord God of Israel, there is no power that can
stand against her.

Zeal for God and His cause moved the disciples to bear witness
to the gospel with mighty power. Should not a like zeal fire our
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hearts with a determination to tell the story of redeeming love, of
Christ and Him crucified? It is the privilege of every Christian, not
only to look for, but to hasten the coming of the Saviour.
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[129]



God Will Guide His People, May 1

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither

shall the flame kindle upon thee. Isaiah 43:2.

God has a church upon the earth, who are His chosen people,
who keep His commandments. He is leading, not stray offshoots,
not one here and one there, but a people.

There 1s no need to doubt, to be fearful that the work will not
succeed. God 1s at the head of the work, and He will set everything
in order. If matters need adjusting at the head of the work, God will
attend to that, and work to right every wrong. Let us have faith that
God is going to carry the noble ship which bears the people of God
safely into port.

When I voyaged from Portland, Maine, to Boston, many years
ago, a storm came upon us, and the great waves dashed us to and
fro. The chandeliers fell, and the trunks were rolled from side to
side, like balls. The passengers were frightened, and many were
screaming, waiting in expectation of death.

After a while the pilot came on board. The captain stood near
the pilot as he took the wheel, and expressed fear about the course
in which the ship was directed. “Will you take the wheel?” asked
the pilot. The captain was not ready to do that, for he knew that he
lacked experience. Then some of the passengers grew uneasy, and
said they feared the pilot would dash them upon the rocks. “Will
you take the wheel?”” asked the pilot; but they knew that they could
not manage the wheel.

When you think that the work is in danger, pray, “Lord, stand
at the wheel. Carry us through the perplexity. Bring us safely into
port.”” Have we not reason to believe that the Lord will bring us
through triumphantly? ...
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You cannot with your finite minds understand the working of all
the providences of God. Let God take care of His own work.



[130]

Satan Redoubles His Efforts, May 2

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
him, and delivereth them. Psalm 34:7.

The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us
were it not that we may find shelter and deliverance in the superior
power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure our houses with bolts
and locks to protect our property and our lives from evil men; but we
seldom think of the evil angels who are constantly seeking access
to us, and against whose attacks we have, in our own strength, no
method of defense. If permitted, they can distract our minds, disorder
and torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their
only delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the condition of
those who resist the divine claims and yield to Satan’s temptations,
until God gives them up to the control of evil spirits. But those who
follow Christ are ever safe under His watchcare. Angels that excel
in strength are sent from heaven to protect them. The wicked one
cannot break through the guard which God has stationed about His
people.

The great controversy between Christ and Satan, that has been
carried forward for nearly six thousand years, is soon to close; and
the wicked one redoubles his efforts to defeat the work of Christ in
man’s behalf and to fasten souls in his snares. To hold the people in
darkness and impenitence till the Saviour’s mediation is ended, and
there is no longer a sacrifice for sin, is the object which he seeks to
accomplish.

When there is no special effort made to resist his power, when
indifference prevails in the church and the world, Satan is not con-
cerned; for he is in no danger of losing those whom he is leading
captive at his will. But when the attention is called to eternal things,
and souls are inquiring, “What must I do to be saved?” he is on the
ground, seeking to match his power against the power of Christ....
He is in attendance when men assemble for the worship of God.

266


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Psalm.34.7

Satan Redoubles His Efforts, May 2 267

Though hidden from sight, he is working with all diligence to control
the minds of the worshipers.



[131]

Momentous Struggle Before Us, May 3

We ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5:29.

A great crisis awaits the people of God. A crisis awaits the
world. The most momentous struggle of all the ages is just before
us.... The question of enforcing Sunday observance has become one
of national interest and importance. We well know what the result
of this movement will be. But are we ready for the issue? Have we
faithfully discharged the duty which God has committed to us of
giving the people warning of the danger before them? ...

There are many who have never understood the claims of the
Bible Sabbath and the false foundation upon which the Sunday
institution rests. Any movement in favor of religious legislation is
really an act of concession to the papacy, which for so many ages has
steadily warred against liberty of conscience. Sunday observance
owes its existence as a so-called Christian institution to “the mystery
of iniquity”’; and its enforcement will be a virtual recognition of the
principles which are the very cornerstone of Romanism. When our
nation shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a
Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act join hands with poperys; it
will be nothing else than giving life to the tyranny which has long
been eagerly watching its opportunity to spring again into active
despotism....

If popery or its principles shall again be legislated into power,
the fires of persecution will be rekindled against those who will not
sacrifice conscience and the truth in deference to popular errors.
This evil is on the point of realization.

When God has given us light showing the dangers before us,
how can we stand clear in His sight if we neglect to put forth every
effort in our power to bring it before the people? Can we be content
to leave them to meet this momentous issue unwarned? ...
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When the laws of earthly rulers are brought into opposition to
the laws of the Supreme Ruler of the universe, then those who are
God’s loyal subjects will be true to Him.



[132]

Wresting the Scriptures, May 4

They that are unlearned and unstable wrest... the ... scriptures,
unto their own destruction. 2 Peter 3:16.

The position that it is of no consequence what men believe is
one of Satan’s most successful deceptions. He knows that the truth,
received in the love of it, sanctifies the soul of the receiver; therefore
he is constantly seeking to substitute false theories, fables, another
gospel....

The vague and fanciful interpretations of Scripture, and the many
conflicting theories concerning religious faith, that are found in
the Christian world are the work of our great adversary to confuse
minds so that they shall not discern the truth. And the discord and
division which exist among the churches of Christendom are in a
great measure due to the prevailing custom of wresting the Scriptures
to support a favorite theory. Instead of carefully studying God’s word
with humility of heart to obtain a knowledge of His will, many seek
only to discover something odd or original.

In order to sustain erroneous doctrines or unchristian practices,
some will seize upon passages of Scripture separated from the con-
text, perhaps quoting half of a single verse as proving their point,
when the remaining portion would show the meaning to be quite the
opposite. With the cunning of the serpent they entrench themselves
behind disconnected utterances construed to suit their carnal desires.
Thus do many willfully pervert the word of God. Others, who have
an active imagination, seize upon the figures and symbols of Holy
Writ, interpret them to suit their fancy, with little regard to the testi-
mony of Scripture as its own interpreter, and then they present their
vagaries as the teachings of the Bible.

Whenever the study of the Scriptures is entered upon without
a prayerful, humble, teachable spirit, the plainest and simplest as
well as the most difficult passages will be wrested from their true
meaning.... The Word of God is plain to all who study it with a

270


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.2.Peter.3.16

Wresting the Scriptures, May 4 271

prayerful heart. Every truly honest soul will come to the light of
truth. “Light is sown for the righteous.” Psalm 97:11. And no church
can advance in holiness unless its members are earnestly seeking for
truth as for hid treasure.
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[133]

False Theories About God, May 5

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Romans
1:21.

The theory that God is an essence pervading all nature, is one of
Satan’s most subtle devices. It misrepresents God, and is a dishonor
to His greatness and majesty.

Pantheistic theories are not sustained by the Word of God. The
light of His truth shows that these theories are soul-destroying agen-
cies. Darkness is their element, sensuality their sphere. They gratify
the natural heart, and give license to inclination. Separation from
God is the result of accepting them....

There is but one power that can break the hold of evil from the
hearts of men, and that is the power of God in Jesus Christ. Only
through the blood of the Crucified One is there cleansing from sin.
His grace alone can enable us to resist and subdue the tendencies of
our fallen nature. This power the spiritualistic theories concerning
God make of no effect. If God is an essence pervading all nature,
then He dwells in all men; and in order to attain holiness, man has
only to develop the power that is within him.

These theories, followed to their logical conclusion, sweep away
the whole Christian economy. They do away with the necessity
for the atonement, and make man his own savior. These theories
regarding God make His Word of no effect, and those who accept
them are in great danger of being led finally to look upon the whole
Bible as a fiction. They may regard virtue as better than vice; but
God being removed from His position of sovereignty, they place their
dependence upon human power, which, without God, is worthless.
The unaided human will has no real power to resist and overcome
evil. The defenses of the soul are broken down. Man has no barrier
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against sin. When once the restraints of God’s Word and His Spirit
are rejected, we know not to what depths one may sink.

Those who continue to hold these spiritualistic theories will
surely spoil their Christian experience, sever their connection with
God, and lose eternal life.



[134]

The Perils of False Science, May 6

O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely
so called. 1 Timothy 6:20.

In New Hampshire there were those who were active in dissemi-
nating false ideas in regard to God. Light was given me that these
men were making the truth of no effect by their ideas, some of which
led to free-lovism. I was shown that these men were seducing souls
by presenting speculative theories regarding God....

Among other views, they held that those once sanctified could not
sin, and this they were presenting as gospel food. Their false theories,
with their burden of deceptive influence, were working great harm to
themselves and to others. They were gaining a spiritualistic power
over those who could not see the evil of these beautifully clothed
theories. Great evils had already resulted. The doctrine that all were
holy had led to the belief that the affections of the sanctified were
never in danger of leading astray. The result of this belief was the
fulfillment of the evil desires of hearts which, though professedly
sanctified, were far from purity of thought and practice.

This is only one of the instances in which I was called upon to
rebuke those who were presenting the doctrine of an impersonal god
diffused through nature, and the doctrine of holy flesh.

In the future, truth will be counterfeited by the precepts of men.
Deceptive theories will be presented as safe doctrines. False science
is one of the agencies that Satan used in the heavenly courts, and it
is used by him today....

I beseech those who are laboring for God not to accept the spuri-
ous for the genuine. We have a whole Bible full of the most precious
truth. We have no need for supposition or false excitement. In the
golden censer of truth, as presented in Christ’s teachings, we have
that which will convict and convert souls. Present in the simplicity
of Christ the truths that He came to this world to proclaim, and the
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power of your message will make itself felt. Do not present theories
or tests that have no foundation in the Bible.



[135]

A Masterpiece of Satan’s Deceptions, May 7

The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. Deuteronomy
29:29.

Human knowledge of both material and spiritual things is partial
and imperfect; therefore many are unable to harmonize their views
of science with Scripture statements. Many accept mere theories and
speculations as scientific facts, and they think that God’s word is to
be tested by the teachings of “science falsely so called.” 1 Timothy
6:20. The Creator and His works are beyond their comprehension;
and because they cannot explain these by natural laws, Bible history
1s regarded as unreliable. Those who doubt the reliability of the
records of the Old and New Testaments too often go a step further
and doubt the existence of God and attribute infinite power to nature.
Having let go their anchor, they are left to beat about upon the rocks
of infidelity.

Thus many err from the faith and are seduced by the devil....
Human philosophy has attempted to search out and explain mysteries
which will never be revealed through the eternal ages. If men would
but search and understand what God has made known of Himself and
His purposes, they would obtain such a view of the glory, majesty,
and power of Jehovah that they would realize their own littleness
and would be content with that which has been revealed....

It is a masterpiece of Satan’s deceptions to keep the minds of men
searching and conjecturing in regard to that which God has not made
known and which He does not intend that we shall understand. It
was thus that Lucifer lost his place in heaven. He became dissatisfied
because all the secrets of God’s purposes were not confided to him,
and he entirely disregarded that which was revealed concerning his
own work in the lofty position assigned him. By arousing the same
discontent in the angels under his command, he caused their fall.
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Now he seeks to imbue the minds of men with the same spirit and to
lead them also to disregard the direct commands of God.



[136]

The Times and Seasons, May 8

He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. Acts 1:7.

The times and seasons God has put in His own power. And
why has not God given us this knowledge?—Because we would not
make a right use of it if He did. A condition of things would result
from this knowledge among our people that would greatly retard
the work of God in preparing a people to stand in the great day that
is to come.... Jesus has told His disciples to “watch,” but not for
definite time. His followers are to be in the position of those who are
listening for the orders of their Captain; they are to watch, wait, pray,
and work, as they approach the time for the coming of the Lord; but
no one will be able to predict just when that time will come; for “of
that day and hour knoweth no man.” You will not be able to say that
He will come in one, two, or five years, neither are you to put off
His coming by stating that it may not be for ten or twenty years....
We are not to know the definite time either for the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit or for the coming of Christ.

I was pointed to some who are in the great error of believing
that it is their duty to go to Old Jerusalem, [Written in the early
1850’s when “the age-to-come” advocates taught that Old Jerusalem
would be built up as a center of Christian witness fulfilling certain
prophecies of the O.T.] and think they have a work to do there before
the Lord comes. Such a view is calculated to take the mind and
interest from the present work of the Lord, under the message of the
third angel; for those who think that they are yet to go to Jerusalem
will have their minds there, and their means will be withheld from
the cause of present truth to get themselves and others there. I saw
that such a mission would accomplish no real good, that it would
take a long while to make a very few of the Jews believe even in the
first advent of Christ, much more to believe in His second advent.
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As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man. Luke 17:26.

I was shown that a terrible condition of things exists in our world.
The angel of mercy is folding her wings, ready to depart.... The law
of God is made void. We see and hear of confusion and perplexity,
want and famine, earthquakes and floods; terrible outrages will be
committed by men; passion, not reason, bears sway. The wrath of
God is upon the inhabitants of the world, who are fast becoming as
corrupt as were the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. Already
fire and flood are destroying thousands of lives and the property that
has been selfishly accumulated by the oppression of the poor. The
Lord is soon to cut short His work and put an end to sin. Oh, that
the scenes which have come before me of the iniquities practiced
in these last days, might make a deep impression on the minds of
God’s professing people.

As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be when the Son of man
shall be revealed. The Lord is removing His restrictions from the
earth, and soon there will be death and destruction, increasing crime,
and cruel, evil working against the rich who have exalted themselves
against the poor. Those who are without God’s protection will find
no safety in any place or position. Human agents are being trained
and are using their inventive power to put in operation the most
powerful machinery to wound and to kill....

My brethren and sisters ..., I make my appeal to you.... The lives
of many are too delicate and dainty.... They think themselves Chris-
tians, but they do not know what practical Christian life signifies.
What does it mean to be a Christian? It means to be Christlike....
Co-operate with God by working in harmony with Him. Expel from
the soul-temple everything that assumes the form of an idol. Now is
God’s time, and His time is your time. Fight the good fight of faith,
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refusing to think or to talk unbelief. The world is to hear the last
warning message.



A Great Terror Soon to Come, May 10

We are put on view to the world, and to angels, and to men. 1
Corinthians 4:9, Bible in Basic English.

The world is a theater; the actors, its inhabitants, are preparing
to act their part in the last great drama. With the great masses of
mankind there is no unity, except as men confederate to accom-
plish their selfish purposes. God is looking on. His purposes in
regard to His rebellious subjects will be fulfilled. The world has
not been given into the hands of men, though God is permitting the
elements of confusion and disorder to bear sway for a season. A
power from beneath is working to bring about the last great scenes
in the drama—Satan coming as Christ, and working with all deceiv-
ableness of unrighteousness in those who are binding themselves
together in secret societies. Those who are yielding to the passion
for confederation are working out the plans of the enemy. The cause
will be followed by the effect.

Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the
world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The
end is very near. We who know the truth should be preparing for
what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise....

Are we as a people asleep? Oh, if the young men and young
women in our institutions who are now unready for the Lord’s ap-
pearing, unfitted to become members of the Lord’s family, could
only discern the signs of the times, what a change would be seen in
them! The Lord Jesus is calling for self-denying workers to follow
in His footsteps, to walk and work for Him, to lift the cross, and to
follow where He leads the way.

Many are readily satisfied with offering the Lord trifling acts of
service. Their Christianity is feeble. Christ gave Himself for sinners.
With what anxiety for the salvation of souls we should be filled as
we see human beings perishing in sin! These souls have been bought
at an infinite price. The death of the Son of God on Calvary’s cross
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is the measure of their value. Day by day they are deciding whether
they will have eternal life or eternal death.



Youth and the Drug Syndrome, May 11

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all
these things God will bring thee into judgment. Ecclesiastes
11:9.

Satan was the first rebel in the universe, and ever since his ex-
pulsion from heaven he has been seeking to make every member
of the human family an apostate from God, even as he is himself.
He laid his plans to ruin man, and through the unlawful indulgence
of appetite, led him to transgress the commandments of God. He
tempted Adam and Eve to partake of the forbidden fruit, and so
accomplished their fall, and their expulsion from Eden. How many
say, “If I had been in Adam’s place, I would never have transgressed
on so simple a test.” But you who make this boast have a grand
opportunity of showing your strength of purpose, your fidelity to
principle under trial.... Does God see no sin in your life? ...

On every side, Satan seeks to entice the youth into the path of
perdition; and if he can once get their feet set in the way, he hurries
them on in their downward course, leading them from one dissipation
to another, until his victims lose their tenderness of conscience, and
have no more the fear of God before their eyes. They exercise less
and less self-restraint. They become addicted to the use of wine and
alcohol, tobacco and opium, and go from one stage of debasement
to another. They are slaves to appetite. Counsel which they once
respected, they learn to despise. They put on swaggering airs, and
boast of liberty when they are the servants of corruption. They mean
by liberty that they are slaves to selfishness, debased appetite, and
licentiousness....

Satan is determined to have the human race as his subjects, but
Christ has paid an infinite price that man may be redeemed from
the enemy, and that the moral image of God may be restored to
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the fallen race.... Fallen men may through Christ find access to the
Father, may have grace to enable them to be overcomers through the
merits of a crucified and risen Saviour.



External Parade of Heathen Power, May 12

The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears. 2 Timothy 4:3.

Rapidly are men ranging themselves under the banner they have
chosen, restlessly waiting and watching the movements of their
leaders. There are those who are watching and waiting and working
for our Lord’s appearing; while the other party are rapidly falling
into line under the generalship of the first great apostate. They look
for a God in humanity, and Satan personifies the one they seek.
Multitudes will be so deluded through their rejection of truth, that
they will accept the counterfeit. Humanity is hailed as God.

As we near the close of time, there will be greater and still greater
external parade of heathen power; heathen deities will manifest their
signal power, and will exhibit themselves before the cities of the
world; and this delineation has already begun to be fulfilled. By a
variety of images the Lord Jesus represented to John the wicked char-
acter and seductive influence of those who have been distinguished
for their persecution of God’s people. All need wisdom carefully
to search out the mystery of iniquity that figures so largely in the
winding up of this earth’s history.... In the very time in which we
live, the Lord has called His people and has given them a message
to bear. He has called them to expose the wickedness of the man
of sin who has made the Sunday law a distinctive power, who has
thought to change times and laws, and to oppress the people of God
who stand firmly to honor Him by keeping the only true Sabbath,
the Sabbath of creation....

The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to
warn the people of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes
which prophecy has revealed be left untouched. If our people were
half awake, if they realized the nearness of the events portrayed in
the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches,
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and many more would believe the message. We have no time to
lose; God calls upon us to watch for souls as they that must give an
account.



Turmoil in the Cities, May 13

Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived. 2 Timothy 3:13.

It was not God’s purpose that His people should be crowded into
cities, huddled together in terraces and tenements. In the beginning
He placed our first parents in a garden amidst the beautiful sights and
attractive sounds of nature, and these sights and sounds He desires
men to rejoice in today.

Light has been given me that the cities will be filled with confu-
sion, violence, and crime, and that these things will increase till the
end of this earth’s history.

It is time for our people to take their families from the cities into
more retired localities, else many of the youth, and many also of
those older in years, will be ensnared and taken by the enemy.

“Out of the cities; out of the cities!”—this is the message the
Lord has been giving me.

The turmoil and confusion that fill these cities, the conditions
brought about by the labor unions and the strikes, would prove a
great hindrance to our work. Men are seeking to bring those engaged
in the different trades under bondage to certain unions. This is not
God’s planning, but the planning of a power that we should in no
wise acknowledge. God’s word is fulfilling; the wicked are binding
themselves up in bundles ready to be