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Introduction

Ellen G. White and Her Writings

Who was Ellen G. White, and why do millions consider her
writings of special value and significance? In brief, she was a woman
of remarkable spiritual gifts who lived most of her life during the
nineteenth century (1827-1915), yet through her writings and public
ministry has made a revolutionary impact on millions of people
around the world.

During her lifetime she wrote more than 5,000 periodical articles
and 26 books; but today, including compilations from her 55,000
pages of manuscript, more than 126 titles are available in English.
She may well be the most translated woman writer in the entire
history of literature, and the most translated American author of ei-
ther gender. Her writings cover a broad range of subjects, including
education, health, prophecy, nutrition, and cultural and ethnic-lin-
guistic issues, creationism, and the origin of life. Her life-changing
masterpiece on successful Christian living, Steps to Christ, has been
published in more than 144 languages.

Seventh-day Adventists believe that Mrs. White was more than
a gifted writer; they believe she was appointed by God as a special
messenger to draw the world’s attention to the Holy Scriptures and
help prepare people for Christ’s second advent. From the time
she was 17 years old until she died 70 years later, God gave her
approximately 2,000 visions and dreams. The visions varied in
length from less than a minute to nearly four hours. The knowledge
and counsel received through these revelations she wrote out to
be shared with others. Thus her special writings are accepted by
Seventh-day Adventists as inspired, and their exceptional quality is
recognized even by casual readers.

As stated in Seventh-day Adventists Believe, “the writings of
Ellen White are not a substitute for Scripture. They cannot be placed
on the same level. The Holy Scriptures stand alone, the unique
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standard by which her and all other writings must be judged and
to which they must be subject” (Seventh-day Adventists Believe
[Washington, D.C.: Ministerial Association, General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists, 1988], p. 227).

Yet as Ellen White herself noted, “the fact that God has revealed
His will to men through His Word has not rendered needless the
continued presence and guiding of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary,
the Spirit was promised by our Saviour, to open the Word to His
servants, to illuminate and apply its teachings” (GC, p. vii).

This book tells the story of this remarkable woman who, meeting
all the tests of a true prophet as set forth in the Holy Scriptures,
helped found the Seventh-day Adventist Church.



Foreword

In 1913 F. M. Wilcox, editor of the Review and Herald, wrote of
Ellen G. White: “The story of her life is the story of this movement.
The two are identified in experience” (The Review and Herald,
February 27, 1913). Being a seasoned evangelist, a church executive,
and then editor of the general church paper, Elder Wilcox was in a
unique position to make such an appraisal.

It was a busy and fruitful life that Ellen White lived from 1827
to 1915. It produced a story not fully told until the six-volume
biography of Ellen White, written by Arthur L. White, appeared.
True biographical sketches and several books had been published
down through the years. These began with the seven pages devoted
to her experience printed in July 1851 in her first book, a diminutive
volume of 64 pages. They have included the 480 page Life Sketches,
hurried into the field on her death in 1915. It had to be limited in
detail.

In writing the six-volume biography, Elder Arthur White had
before him 11 aims and objectives:

1. To write for the average reader, but in such detail and with such
documentation as would meet the expectations of the scholar.

2. To leave the reader with the feeling that he or she had become
acquainted with Ellen White as a very human person.

3. To portray accurately her life and work as the Lord’s messenger in
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, not by a slavish chronicle of each
day of her active ministry, but by a selection from her experience
of events and happenings that illustrate her lifework and make a
contribution to the cause.

4. As far as possible, to keep these events in a year-by-year devel-
opment, picturing her home life, her travels, her weaknesses and
strengths, her burden of heart, and her earnest devotional life.

5. To select and present in detail significant events, two or three
in a given year, that best illustrate her prophetic mission, depicting
the interplay between the prophet and church leaders, institutions,
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and individuals, and recounting the sending of testimonies and the
response to these messages.

6. To provide a knowledge of the principal points of the history of
the church in a unique way as it was seen especially through the
eyes of, or in relation to, the messenger of the Lord.

7. Not only to make the work an interesting narrative but to provide
a selection of illustrative experiences with which readers might at
times vicariously associate themselves.

8. To keep constantly before readers the major role the visions
played in almost every phase of the experiences comprising the
narrative.

9. Where convenient to the purposes of the manuscript, to let Ellen
White speak in her own words, rather than providing a paraphrase.
This would ensure an accurate conveyance of the unique and fine
points of the messages in the very expressions of the prophetic
messenger herself. Thus, many important statements are provided
in a form that will be of value to all readers.

10. To provide a documented running account of the literary work
done by Ellen White and her literary assistants in the production of
her articles and books.

I1. And in all of this, to present in the narrative, in a natural way,
confidence-confirming features.

Mention should be made here of Ellen White’s conversation with
the angel in connection with the commission that she should present
to others what had been opened up to her. Having observed the
experience of some especially favored by God, she feared she might
become exalted, but the angel of the Lord responded: “If this evil
that you dread threatens you, the hand of God will be stretched out
to save you; by affliction He will draw you to Himself and preserve
your humility” (Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White
(1880), 196).

The sources from which the author worked were voluminous.
They included the Ellen G. White diaries, the tens of thousands of
pages of her letters and manuscripts, her many articles as they have
appeared in the Review and Herald and Signs of the Times and other
journals, her books and pamphlets, the correspondence she and her
office received through the years, and letters and historical articles
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in the White Estate Document File. Also, for general historical
backgrounds, the Review and Herald in its entirety.

Arthur White’s six-volume biography of his grandmother was
given wide circulation throughout the world and was so well received
that almost immediately requests began coming in to the White
Estate for a single-volume abridged edition. Adventist publishers
and church leaders throughout the world felt that a work of this kind
would meet a real need. Thus, in retirement Elder White asked Mrs.
Margaret Rossiter Thiele to reduce the six volumes to one. Her
work was submitted to the White Estate, where it was edited by
Kenneth H. Wood. If through this volume Ellen White becomes
better known as an individual—a wife and mother, a neighbor and
friend, as well as the messenger of the Lord, laboring tirelessly in
the pulpit and on the public platform in declaring God’s messages
and in counseling often and writing incessantly, with influence felt
the world around—the objectives of the author and of the White
Estate will have been met.

The Trustees of the

Ellen G. White Estate.



About The Author

Arthur Lacey White, one of seven grandchildren of James and
Ellen White, was born to William C. (Willie) and Ethel May White
on October 7, 1907. He grew up in picturesque Pratt Valley, just
below the St. Helena Sanitarium in northern California. This small
valley cradled the W. C. White home; Elmshaven, the home of
Ellen White; and several others. Arthur attended the nearby 10-
grade church school and then continued his education at Pacific
Union College. He received a certificate in business administration
in 1928 and that same year was united in marriage with a classmate,
Frieda Belle Swingle. The newlyweds moved to Madison College in
Tennessee, he to serve as assistant accountant and she as secretary
to college and hospital personnel.

The following year Arthur was called to the office of the Ellen
G. White Estate at ElImshaven to serve as accountant and general
assistant to his 74-year-old father. The latter, one of five church
leaders appointed by Ellen White in her will to administer her es-
tate, was secretary of the board of trustees when Arthur joined him
in 1929. During the next nine years Arthur was given increasing
responsibilities, and in 1933 he was appointed assistant secretary of
the board. Shortly after the death of W. C. White at the age of 83,
in late 1937, Arthur was elected as a life member of the board and
secretary of the estate, a position he held for 41 years.

On the death of his father, in harmony with plans of long stand-
ing, Arthur supervised the transfer of the office and E. G. White
files to the world headquarters of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Washington, D.C. Principal tasks included working with the
world field in the development of the available Spirit of Prophecy
literature and assembling E. G. White materials for publication, in
compilations such as Evangelism, The Adventist Home, and Selected
Messages, climaxed by the three-volume Comprehensive Index to
the Writings of Ellen G. White.

XX
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With the development of the Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary, Arthur White was drawn into a teaching program in
Washington, Berrien Springs, and overseas. He taught in 13 overseas
Seminary Extension Schools. As secretary of the White Estate
he also wrote many periodical articles and produced substantial
monographs dealing with various matters relating to Ellen White
and her teachings. In 1973 Andrews University conferred on him
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity.

In 1966 the White Estate board of trustees, in counsel with
the General Conference officers, asked Elder White to author a
definitive biography of Ellen White. Hesitant because of his personal
relationship to the subject of the biography, but conditioned by his
stance taken early in his ministry that he would relate to Ellen
White as would any other loyal Seventh-day Adventist, viewing her
as “Sister White” and not as “my grandmother,” he accepted the
assignment. In 1978 he resigned as secretary of the Ellen G. White
Estate to devote his energies almost exclusively to the biography
project. Adhering to a careful schedule, he produced one volume
each year—six in all—doing his work largely in his study at home,
where he could give undivided attention to research and writing
while at the same time maintaining easy access to the rich sources
in the White Estate vault.

With this monumental task completed, Arthur and Frieda White
moved to their retirement home at Deer Park, California, with its
garden, orchard, and workshop situated on the crest of the hill above
the St. Helena Health Center and the Pratt Valley, where Arthur was
born. Six years later, on January 12, 1991, he died at the age of 83.

The Publishers



Chapter 1—The Time Was Right

In 1837 a traumatic event occurred in the life of a small girl in
Portland, Maine. This event eventually would have far-reaching
consequences in all parts of the world. In 1837 the groundswell of
expectation that Christ would come in 1844 was moving toward a
crisis. In 1837 appointments for lectures in Vermont alone filled
many pages in William Miller’s memorandum book.

In 1837 the United States was struck by a depression. Robert
Harmon, a hatmaker and father of eight, the youngest being his
9-year-old twins, Ellen and Elizabeth, had moved his family from
the rural farm in Gorham, Maine, to the city of Portland, where he
thought to find a better market for hats. But even the hat business
had been affected. So one day in the winter of 1837-1838 he decided
to take his supply of hats to Georgia in hope of a more ready sale.
Doubtless there was an air of excitement in the family the night
before he was to leave, as they helped wrap the hats and place them
in a large leather bag.

In imagination we can see the whole family following the father
to the stage depot early the next morning. Together they walked the
dirt paths near their home, and then on the wooden sidewalks down
to the old “Elm House” to catch the western stage for Boston and
points south.

As Robert Harmon placed his hat box on top of the stage, he
climbed in and turned to wave goodbye. Lovingly he looked at the
cheerful, well-formed features of Ellen’s face. The next time he was
to see his precious daughter she would be much changed.

It was mid-afternoon. Ellen and Elizabeth, with a classmate,
were crossing a park when they noticed that an older girl who also
attended Portland’s Brackett Street School was following them. Car-
rying a stone, she shouted some angry words. The Harmon children
had been taught never to retaliate, so they ran toward home.

As they ran, Ellen turned to see how far behind them the girl
was. When she turned, the stone hit her directly in the face. She

22
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fell to the ground unconscious, blood streaming from her nose and
staining her clothes. Someone gave her first aid in a nearby store.
Then a customer, a total stranger, offered to take Ellen home in his
carriage. But Ellen, fearing that she might soil his carriage with
blood, refused. However, as she made the attempt by foot, she
soon became faint and collapsed to the ground. Elizabeth and the
classmate managed to carry her home, a block or two away.

Anxious days followed. Ellen lay in a coma for three weeks.
When consciousness returned, she remembered nothing of the ex-
perience. All she knew was that she was lying on her cot in great
weakness. Then one day she heard a visitor say, “What a pity! I
should not know her.”

“Let me see,” Ellen said.

They handed her a mirror. The shock was almost more than she
could bear.

Every feature of my face seemed changed.... The
bone of my nose proved to be broken. The idea of
carrying my misfortune through life was insupportable.
I could see no pleasure in my life. I did not wish to live,
and I dared not die, for I was not prepared (Spiritual
Gifts, 2:9).

Ellen soon learned the tremendous difference one’s personal
appearance makes in the way one is treated. Though she slowly
regained her strength for play, her young friends spurned her.

Another consequence of her accident was that she found it im-
possible to study. She could not retain what she learned, and her
hand was too unsteady to write. Her teacher advised her to drop out
of school until her health improved. She recalled:

It was the hardest struggle of my young life to yield
to my feebleness and decide that I must leave my studies
and give up the hope of gaining an education (Testi-
monies for the Church, 1:13).

Ellen often felt unreconciled to being a near-invalid. She also
felt a deep sense of sin and guilt. At times, almost overwhelmed

[16]
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with distress, she turned to Jesus for comfort, and received from
Him consolation.

“I believed that Jesus did love even me,” she said
(Spiritual Gifts, 2:11).

Later on Ellen realized that the cruel blow that made her life
miserable proved to be a blessing in disguise. “I might never have
known Jesus, had not the sorrow that clouded my early years led me
to seek comfort in Him” (The Review and Herald, November 25,
1884).

In March 1840 William Miller conducted a series of revival
meetings in Portland, Maine. In the series he lectured on the second
coming of Christ and other Bible prophecies. Earnestly he preached
that the end of the world was near. With her family and friends
Ellen attended the meetings. Miller’s powerful and solemn sermons
brought “terrible conviction” to the entire city, and comfort and hope
to 12-year-old Ellen (Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G.
White (1880), 137).

Ellen’s Developing Christian Experience

In the summer of 1842 FEllen and her parents attended the
Methodist camp meeting at Buxton, Maine. One sermon in par-
ticular led her to an understanding of justification by faith. Later she
wrote:

In his remarks the speaker referred to those who
were wavering between hope and fear, longing to be
saved from their sins and receive the pardoning love of
Christ, yet held in doubt and bondage by timidity and
fear of failure. He counseled such ones to surrender

themselves to God and venture upon His mercy without
delay (Ibid., 140).

Soon after her return to Portland from the camp meeting Ellen
was taken into the Methodist Church on probation, with baptism
to follow. In those days baptism as a means of acceptance into
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the Methodist Church was administered either by sprinkling or im-
mersion. Ellen chose immersion. On Sunday afternoon, June 26,
1842, she and 11 others were baptized in the rather rough waters of
Portland’s Casco Bay.

About this time—in 1842—William Miller was back in Portland
for another series of meetings on the Second Advent. Ellen attended
faithfully and observed closely his demeanor and manner of preach-
ing. Convinced that the doctrine he preached was the truth, she fully
accepted his message, as did her older brother, Robert. Both decided
it was their duty and privilege to prepare for the Saviour’s coming.

In spite of her faith, Ellen’s joy and confidence often were shad-
owed by periods of perplexity and deep concern. When she confided
her anxieties to her mother, she was advised to ask counsel from
Levi F. Stockman, who was then preaching the Advent doctrine in
Portland.

Ellen told Elder Stockman about a dream she had had in which
she was taken up some steps to see Jesus. Jesus received her with a
smile and said, “Fear not.”

Elder Stockman placed his hand on her head and said, with tears
in his eyes, “Ellen, you are only a child. Yours is a most singular
experience for one of your tender age. Jesus must be preparing you
for some special work™ (Ibid., 158).

This was the turning point in Ellen’s experience. That evening
she attended a prayer meeting and offered her first prayer in public.

“I praised God from the depths of my heart,” she said. “Every-
thing seemed shut out from me but Jesus and His glory, and I lost
consciousness of what was passing around me” (Ibid., 159).

From this time forward Ellen’s whole purpose in life was to do
the will of God and keep Jesus continually in mind. She shared this
newfound joy with her young friends, arranging meetings with them
and telling them in a simple way the story of her experience.

Bearing Public Witness

Ellen’s father and mother, Robert and Eunice Harmon, had been
faithful members of the Chestnut Street Methodist Church for several
years. They also were earnest believers in the soon coming of Christ.
Young Robert and Ellen often attended class meetings in private

[18]
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homes. At one such meeting Ellen told in a simple way of her recent
experience and the blessings she enjoyed as her life had been brought
into full conformity to the will of God and confidence in Jesus’ soon
coming. She expected that her friends would understand and rejoice
with her, but she was disappointed.

The class leader questioned her and suggested it would be better
to look forward to the temporal millennium when the earth would
be filled with the knowledge of God.

On another occasion, when it came time for her to testify, Ellen’s
heart was so full that she again spoke of looking forward in glad
expectation to soon meeting her Redeemer. She said that this hope
stirred her to seek sanctification of the Spirit of God.

“You received sanctification through Methodism,” interjected the
class leader. “Through Methodism, sister, not through an erroneous
theory.”

Ellen felt compelled to confess the truth. It was not through
Methodism that she had received the new blessing, but by the stir-
ring truths related to the soon coming of Jesus. This was the last
testimony Ellen was to bear to this Methodist class.

Her brother, Robert, followed with a clear and impressive talk.
Although some were much moved, others coughed with dissent and
seemed quite uneasy. After leaving the classroom, Robert and Ellen
again talked over their faith and marveled that their Christian brothers
and sisters could not endure having their Saviour’s coming discussed.
They decided that they should no longer attend the Methodist class
meeting.

Cast Out From The Methodist Church

Not long after this, the officers of the Chestnut Street Methodist
Church took steps to separate the Harmon family from its member-
ship. The minister made them a special visit. He did not inquire as
to the reasons for their beliefs, but stated that they had adopted a
new and strange belief that the Methodist Church could not accept.

“This 1s a very old doctrine,” said Mr. Harmon, “and bears no
taint of heresy.” Mr. Harmon was prepared to quote Scripture in
defense of his faith, including the promise of Jesus Himself that He
would come again. But the minister was not willing to enter into
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any discussion. He advised the family to withdraw quietly from
the church and avoid the publicity of a trial. But this proposition
Robert Harmon refused to accept. Soon the family was notified to be
present at a meeting to be held in the church vestry. Of this meeting
Ellen reported:

There were but few present. The influence of my
father and my family was such that our opposers had no
desire to present our cases before a larger number of the
congregation. The single charge preferred was that we
had walked contrary to their rules (Ibid., 174).

Thus, on a Sunday in September 1843, the presiding elder read
off the seven names of the Harmon family as discontinued from the
church. He stated that they were not expelled on account of any
wrong or immoral conduct, but because they were guilty of walking
contrary to the rules of the Methodist Church. He also declared that
all who were guilty of a similar breach of the rules would be dealt
with in like manner.

1844—And Following

During the last few weeks leading up to April 21, 1844—the time
first thought to be the end of the 2300-day prophecy—preparations
for the glorious advent of Christ intensified. The rich and the poor,
the high and the low, ministers and laymen, crowded into Portland’s
Beethoven Hall to hear the final exhortations to repent. Ellen White
recalled the unity and peace among those of the sincere believers in
her circle of friends and family:

How carefully and tremblingly did we approach
the time of expectation. We sought, as a people, with
solemn earnestness to purify our lives that we might be
ready to meet the Saviour at His coming....

Worldly business was for the most part laid aside
for a few weeks. We carefully scrutinized every thought
and emotion of our hearts as if upon our deathbeds....
There was no making ‘“ascension robes” for the great

[19]
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event; we felt the need of internal evidence that we were
prepared to meet Christ....

But the time of expectation passed.... The disap-
pointment of God’s waiting people was great (Ibid.,
180-184).

Although perplexed and disappointed, they did not renounce
their faith. Ellen said:

We fully believed that God, in His wisdom, designed
that His people should meet with a disappointment,
which was well calculated to reveal hearts and develop
the true characters of those who had professed to look
for and rejoice in the coming of the Lord (Ibid., 186).

Their confidence seemed well founded, for even scholars who
had no conviction about the near advent of Christ saw no flaw in the
reckoning of the prophecy. Ardently the believers had proclaimed
what they understood to be the message of the first angel of Reve-
lation, “The hour of his judgment is come” (Revelation 14:7). The
Bible contained numerous prophecies concerning the second advent
of Christ, foremost of which was given by Jesus Himself: “I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also” (John 14:2, 3).

Some of these promises seemed linked with the judgment. Basic
was the prophecy of Daniel 8:14: “Unto two thousand three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” They thought this earth
to be the sanctuary; it would be cleansed by fire at the second advent
of Christ.

When April 21, 1844, passed and Jesus did not come, the believ-
ers checked and rechecked the basis of their reckoning.

Calculation of the time was so simple and plain that
even the children could understand it. From the date of
the decree of the king of Persia, found in Ezra 7, which
was given in 457 before Christ, the 2300 years of Daniel
8:14 must terminate with 1843. Accordingly we looked
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to the end of this year for the coming of the Lord. We
were sadly disappointed when the year entirely passed
away and the Saviour had not come.

It was not at first perceived that if the decree did not
go forth at the beginning of the year 457 B.C., the 2300
years would not be completed at the close of 1843. But
it was ascertained that the decree was given near the
close of the year 457 B.C.... Therefore the vision of
time did not tarry, though it had seemed to do so (Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880),
185, 186).

A careful study of types and antitypes led to the observation that
the crucifixion of Christ took place on the very day in the yearly
round of ceremonies given to Israel when the Passover lamb was
slain. Would not the cleansing of the sanctuary typified in the Day of
Atonement—rfalling on the tenth day of the seventh month—Ilikewise
take place on the very day in the year celebrated in the type? This,
according to the true Mosaic reckoning of time, would be October
22.

Early in August 1844, at a camp meeting at Exeter, New Hamp-
shire, this view was presented and accepted as the date for the fulfill-
ment of the prophecy of the 2300 days. The parable of the 10 virgins
in Matthew 25:1-13 took on particular significance—the tarrying of
the bridegroom, the waiting and slumbering of those who awaited
the marriage, the cry at midnight, the shutting of the door, etc. The
message that Christ was coming on October 22 came to be known as
the “midnight cry.” “The ‘midnight cry,”” wrote Ellen White, “was
heralded by thousands of believers” (The Great Controversy, 400).

Their hopes now centered in the coming of the Lord on October
22, 1844.

This was also the time for the message of the second
angel, who, flying through the midst of heaven, cried,
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city.” Many left
the churches in obedience to the message of the second
angel. Near its close the Midnight Cry was given: “Be-
hold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him”!

[21]
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(Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White
(1880), 187).

This was “the happiest year of my life,” recalled Ellen. “My
heart was full of glad expectation; but I felt great pity and anxiety
for those who were in discouragement and had no hope in Jesus.”

Light was being given concerning this message in
every part of the land, and the cry aroused thousands. It
went from city to city, from village to village, and into
the remote country regions. It reached the learned and
talented, as well as the obscure and humble (ibid).

In spite of the evidences of a work sweeping across the land
and drawing thousands into the fellowship of the Second Advent,
and some 200 ministers from various churches united in spreading
the message, * the Protestant churches as a whole spurned it and
used every means at their command to prevent the belief in Christ’s
soon coming from spreading. No one dared to mention in a church
service the hope of the soon coming of Jesus, but to those awaiting
the event it was quite different. Ellen White described what it was
like:

Every moment seemed precious and of the utmost
importance to me. I felt that we were doing work for
eternity, and that the careless and uninterested were
in the greatest peril. My faith was unclouded, and I
appropriated the precious promises of Jesus to myself....

With diligent searching of hearts and humble confes-
sion we came prayerfully up to the time of expectation.
Every morning we felt that it was our first business to
secure the evidence that our lives were right before God.
We realized that if we were not advancing in holiness
we were sure to retrograde. Our interest for each other
increased; we prayed much with and for one another.

We assembled in the orchards and groves to com-
mune with God and to offer up our petitions to Him,

“See C. M. Maxwell, Tell It to the World, pp. 19, 20.
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feeling more clearly His presence when surrounded by
His natural works. The joys of salvation were more nec-
essary to us than our food and drink. If clouds obscured
our minds we dared not rest or sleep till they were swept
away by the consciousness of our acceptance with the
Lord (Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White
(1880), 188, 189).

The Great Disappointment Of October 22, 1844

With bated breath the Adventists, no fewer than 50,000 and
probably nearer 100,000 scattered largely across the northeastern
portion of North America, arose to greet the eventful day, Tuesday,
October 22, 1844.

Some sought vantage points where they could peer into the clear
heavens, hoping to catch a first glimpse of the coming of their
returning Lord. When would Jesus come? The morning hours
passed slowly. Noon came, then midafternoon. Finally darkness
settled upon the earth. But it was still October 22, and it would be
till midnight. At last that hour came, but Jesus did not come.

Their disappointment was almost beyond description. In later
years some wrote of the experience. Hiram Edson gave a vivid
account of how they looked for the coming of the Lord “until the
clock tolled twelve at midnight. Then our disappointment became a
certainty.”

Our fondest hopes and expectations were blasted,
and such a spirit of weeping came over us as I never
experienced before. It seemed that the loss of all earthly
friends could have been no comparison. We wept and
wept, till the day dawn.

I mused in my own heart, saying, “My advent ex-
perience has been the richest and brightest of all my
Christian experience. If this has proved a failure, what
was the rest of my Christian experience worth? Has the
Bible proved a failure? Is there no God, no heaven, no
golden home city, no Paradise? Is all this but a cun-
ningly devised fable? Is there no reality to our fondest
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hopes and expectation of these things?” And thus we
had something to grieve and weep over, if all our fond-
est hopes were lost. And as I said, we wept, till the day
dawn (DF 588, Hiram Edson manuscript [see also The
Review and Herald, June 23, 1921]).

Ellen White gave this eyewitness account:

We were disappointed but not disheartened. We
resolved to submit patiently to the process of purify-
ing that God deemed needful for us; to refrain from
murmuring at the trying ordeal by which the Lord was
purging us from the dross and refining us like gold in
the furnace. We resolved to wait with patient hope for
the Saviour to redeem His tried and faithful ones.

We were firm in the belief that the preaching of
definite time was of God. It was this that led men to
search the Bible diligently, discovering truths they had
not before perceived....

Our disappointment was not so great as that of the
disciples. When the Son of man rode triumphantly into
Jerusalem they expected Him to be crowned king.... Yet
in a few days these very disciples saw their beloved Mas-
ter, whom they believed would reign on David’s throne,
stretched upon the cruel cross above the mocking, taunt-
ing Pharisees. Their high hopes were drowned in bitter
disappointment, and the darkness of death closed about
them. Yet Christ was true to His promises (Life Sketches
of James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 190-192).

Ellen Harmon Receives Her First Vision

During this period of uncertainty and bitter disappointment
Ellen’s health, already impaired, worsened rapidly. Tuberculosis,
it seemed, would take her life. She could speak only in a whisper
or broken voice. Her heart was seriously affected. She found it
difficult to breathe lying down, and at night was often bolstered to
almost a sitting position. She was frequently awakened from sleep
by coughing and bleeding in her lungs.
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While in this condition Ellen responded to an invitation from a
close friend, Mrs. Elizabeth Haines, just a little older than she, to
visit her in her home across the causeway in south Portland. It was
December, and cold, but even so Ellen went to spend a few days
with her. Mrs. Haines was perplexed because of the seeming failure
of the fulfillment of prophecy in October. Ellen, too, no longer had
confidence in the validity of the October date. For her and her fellow
believers, October 22 seemed to have no real significance. They now
considered as yet in the future the events they had expected to take
place on October 22 (Letter 3, 1847; A Word to the Little Flock, 22).

At morning family worship three other young women joined Mrs.
Haines and Ellen. The commonly held belief is that this worship
experience occurred in a second-floor room of the house at the corner
of Ocean and C streets. The exact date is not known, but in 1847
Ellen White placed it in December 1844. She later recalled:

While I was praying at the family altar, the Holy
Ghost fell upon me, and I seemed to be rising higher
and higher, far above the dark world. I turned to look
for the Advent people in the world, but could not find
them, when a voice said to me, “Look again, and look a
little higher.”

At this I raised my eyes, and saw a straight and
narrow path, cast up high above the world. On this path
the Advent people were traveling to the city, which was
at the farther end of the path. They had a bright light set
up behind them at the beginning of the path, which an
angel told me was the Midnight Cry. This light shone
all along the path and gave light for their feet so that
they might not stumble. If they kept their eyes fixed on
Jesus, who was just before them, leading them to the
city, they were safe.

But soon some grew weary, and said the city was a great way
off, and they expected to have entered it before. Then Jesus would
encourage them by raising His glorious right arm, and from His arm
came a light which waved over the Advent band, and they shouted,
“Alleluia!”
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Others rashly denied the light behind them and said that it was
not God that had led them out so far. The light behind them went
out, leaving their feet in perfect darkness, and they stumbled and lost
sight of the mark and of Jesus, and fell off the path down into the
dark and wicked world below. Soon we heard the voice of God like
many waters, which gave us the day and hour of Jesus’ coming. The
living saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the voice,
while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When
God spoke the time, He poured upon us the Holy Ghost, and our
faces began to light up and shine with the glory of God, as Moses’
did when he came down from Mount Sinai.

The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their
foreheads was written, God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star
containing Jesus’ new name.

At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would
rush violently up to lay hands on us to thrust us into prison, when
we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, and they
would fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue
of Satan knew that God had loved us who could wash one another’s
feet and salute the brethren with a holy kiss, and they worshiped at
our feet.

Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a small black cloud
* had appeared, about half as large as a man’s hand, which we all
knew was the sign of the Son of man. We all in solemn silence
gazed on the cloud as it drew nearer and became lighter, glorious,
and still more glorious, till it was a great white cloud. The bottom
appeared like fire; a rainbow was over the cloud, while around it
were ten thousand angels, singing a most lovely song; and upon it
sat the Son of man. His hair was white and curly and lay on His
shoulders; and upon His head were many crowns. His feet had the
appearance of fire; in His right hand was a sharp sickle; in His left,
a silver trumpet. His eyes were as a flame of fire, which searched
His children through and through.

Then all faces gathered paleness, and those that God had rejected
gathered blackness. Then we all cried out, “Who shall be able to
stand? Is my robe spotless?”” Then the angels ceased to sing, and

“See the expanded account in The Great Controversy, 640-642.
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there was some time of awful silence, when Jesus spoke: “Those
who have clean hands and pure hearts shall be able to stand; My
grace is sufficient for you.” At this our faces lighted up, and joy filled
every heart. And the angels struck a note higher and sang again,
while the cloud drew still nearer the earth.

Then Jesus’ silver trumpet sounded, as He de-
scended on the cloud, wrapped in flames of fire. He
gazed on the graves of the sleeping saints, then raised
His eyes and hands to heaven, and cried, “Awake!
awake! awake! ye that sleep in the dust, and arise.” Then
there was a mighty earthquake. The graves opened,
and the dead came up clothed with immortality. The
144,000 shouted, “Alleluia!” as they recognized their
friends who had been torn from them by death, and
in the same moment we were changed and caught up
together with them to meet the Lord in the air.

We all entered the cloud together, and were seven
days ascending to the sea of glass (Early Writings, 14-
16 [see also The Day-Star, January 24, 1846]).
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Chapter 2—Called to Be a Messenger

Difficult days challenged the Advent believers in Portland,
Maine, following the great disappointment of October 22, 1844.
Some clung to the hope that the mistake involved a miscalculation
of only a few days, and lived in constant expectancy. They believed
that Jesus would come at almost any moment and that probation was
closed. But as the days stretched into weeks and Jesus did not come,
their faith began to waver.

“Why, oh, why were we disappointed?” their hearts cried out.
They had been confident that God had been leading them as they
studied, worked, and prayed. How could they be mistaken in the
integrity of the 1844 date?

By December most of the believers in the Portland area had
abandoned their confidence in Miller’s interpretation. Every passing
day drove home the conviction that nothing of prophetic significance
had taken place on October 22.

Nothing could have been more timely and calculated to cheer
the spirits of the dedicated believers than the vision given to Ellen
Harmon in December in the Haines home. This presented an entirely
different picture. God had led His people. The light behind them that
shone all along the path was the Midnight Cry. The vision revealed
that they were at the beginning of the path rather than at the end. If
they trusted the light and kept their eyes fixed on Jesus, they would
safely enter into their reward.

About one week later Ellen was given a second vision. The vision
troubled her much, for in it she was commissioned to go out among
the people and present the truths that God had revealed to her. Her
health was poor; she was in constant bodily suffering; tuberculosis
ravaged her lungs; and in every way she appeared “marked for the
grave.” Her family was without money; it was midwinter in Maine;
she was timid, and entertained serious misgivings about traveling
and coming before the people with the claim to have had visions.

36
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For several days and far into the night Ellen prayed that God
would remove the burden from her and place it on someone more
capable of bearing it. But constantly the words of the angel sounded
in her ears: “Make known to others what I have revealed to you”
(Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 194).

The first telling of the vision in her parents’ home in Portland
apparently took place within a few days of the vision itself, which
she later pinpointed as having occurred in December 1844. What
a relief this brought to the Adventists in Portland! They knew her
family. They had heard that a vision had been given to her, and when
they heard it from her own lips they accepted what she told them as
a message from God. It met a need in their experience. According
to James White, about 60 belonging to the Advent band in Portland
accepted the vision and through it regained their confidence in the
fulfillment of prophecy concerning October 22, 1844 (A Word to
the Little Flock, 22).

But the task of traveling and sharing the vision seemed to her
impossible to accomplish and doomed to failure. Oh, how welcome
death would have been, for it would have released her from the
responsibilities that were crowding in upon her. She talked with her
father of her perplexities. He repeatedly assured her that if God had
called her to a public ministry, He would not fail her. But to Ellen it
seemed impossible to submit to the commission.

Soon the peace of God that she had enjoyed left her. She even
refused to attend the meetings held in her home. But one evening
she was persuaded to be present. At this meeting John Pearson
encouraged her to surrender her will to the will of God. In her
distress she could not muster courage to bring her own will into play.
But now her heart united with the petitions of her friends. She later
recounted:

While prayer was offered for me, that the Lord
would give me strength and courage to bear the mes-
sage, the thick darkness that had encompassed me rolled
back, and a sudden light came upon me. Something that
seemed to me like a ball of fire struck me right over
the heart. My strength was taken away, and I fell to the
floor. I seemed to be in the presence of the angels. One
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of these holy beings again repeated the words, “Make
known to others what I have revealed to you” (Life
Sketches of Ellen G. White, 71).

When Ellen regained consciousness, Elder Pearson, who because
of rheumatism could not kneel, stood and declared:

“I have seen a sight such as I never expected to see.
A ball of fire came down from heaven, and struck Sister
Ellen Harmon right on the heart. I saw it! I saw it! I can
never forget it. It has changed my whole being. Sister
Ellen, have courage in the Lord. After this night I will
never doubt again” (Ibid.).

Fear Of Exaltation

One reason Ellen shrank from the trying ordeal was that she
recalled the experience of some who had become proud after being
entrusted by God with large responsibilities. In vision she discussed
this with the angel. “If I must go and relate what thou hast shown
me,” she pleaded, “preserve me from undue exaltation.” Replied the
angel:

“Your prayers are heard and shall be answered. If
this evil that you dread threatens you, the hand of God
will be stretched out to save you; by affliction He will
draw you to Himself and preserve your humility.

“Deliver the message faithfully. Endure unto the end
and you shall eat the fruit of the tree of life and drink
of the water of life” (Life Sketches of James White and
Ellen G. White (1880), 196).

With this assurance Ellen committed herself to the Lord, ready
to do His bidding, whatever that might be or whatever the cost.

Providence quickly opened the way for Ellen to enter upon her
work. One day in late January 1845 her brother-in-law, Samuel Foss,
from Poland, Maine, stopped in at the house and told her that Mary
was eager for her to come and visit her.
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“I thought this was an opening from the Lord,” Ellen wrote later
(Letter 37, 1890). She decided to go with him. In the bitter cold
and in spite of feeble health, she made the 30-mile (50-kilometer)
journey with her brother-in-law—crouched on the bottom of the
sleigh with a buffalo robe over her head. When she reached Poland
she learned that there would soon be a meeting of the Adventists
at the little chapel on McGuire’s Hill. Mary invited Ellen to attend.
She consented, and at the meeting stood to relate what God had
shown her in vision. For five minutes she spoke in only a whisper,
then her voice broke clear and she addressed the audience for nearly
two hours. This was the first time that she related her vision outside
of Portland. She reported, “In this meeting the power of the Lord
came upon me and on the people” (Ibid.).

Before continuing with our story, we should review a bit of
history. During the months that led up to October 22, 1844, the
believers were absolutely united in their confidence that Jesus would
come on the appointed day. But as the weeks stretched into months
a wedge began to separate the Adventists. Fanatical teachings and
actions on the part of some divided the little group who clung to
their confidence that prophecy had been fulfilled on October 22. A
few, following what they interpreted to be the biddings of God’s
Word, but lacking balance and a true understanding of what it means
to follow Christ, became involved in strange and sometimes wild
fanaticism.

A small group, however, having cut loose from church creeds and
church discipline, maintained their purpose to find their guidance
in God’s Word alone. They patiently awaited the dawning of light,
that they might gain a true understanding of their position and work.
These became the spiritual forebears of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

Into this scene the 17-year-old Ellen Harmon was cast. She
began her work by encouraging the believers and countering fanati-
cism, a work that was to continue through the next year or two.

After a few days in Poland at her sister’s home, Ellen was back
again in Portland, convinced that she must follow the intimations
of God’s will. She had promised to go if the Lord opened the way,
and now she was invited by William Jordan and his sister, Sarah,
to journey with them to eastern Maine. “I was urged to go with
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them,” she wrote, “and relate my visions” (Spiritual Gifts, 2:38).
The Jordans were driving by sleigh the 100 miles (160 kilometers)
to Orrington, on the Penobscot River.

Mr. Jordan had a horse that belonged to a young Adventist
minister, James White. As he had business that would take him to
certain parts of eastern Maine, he decided to return the horse and
invited Miss Harmon to accompany them so that she might bear her
witness in a wider circle. Little did Ellen realize what was before her.
She had now assumed a confident trust in God. Financial resources
for her journey did not concern her. Just where her itinerary might
take her she did not know. As to the message she might bear, she
would depend wholly upon God.

At Orrington Jordan delivered the horse to James White. Here
Ellen met the youthful but earnest Adventist minister, firm in his
confidence in the fulfillment of prophecy.

James had become aware of Ellen on an earlier trip to Portland,
and was glad that she had come and he would have a chance to
hear her relate her visions. As she stood up to speak, James took
in every detail of her face and dress and manner. She seemed so
young, so shy, so humble that he was surprised she would have the
courage to speak to this gathering. He knew well the nature of some
of the people in the audience. As she began to speak, her voice was
low—hardly above a whisper. She faltered a little, and it appeared
that she might not go on. But after a few minutes her voice became
clear and strong. She seemed perfectly at ease, and all hesitation
and embarrassment were gone. Her message was one of simple faith
and encouragement.

Following this visit in Orrington, Ellen gave her witness in east-
ern Maine for several months, traveling day and night and speaking
almost every day until she had visited most of the Advent bands
in Maine and in the eastern part of New Hampshire. James White
accompanied her and a woman traveling companion.

Her message was always attended with the Holy Ghost, and,
wherever it was received as from the Lord, it melted hearts, strength-
ened the weak, and encouraged the believers to hold on to the faith.
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Vision Of Ministry In The Heavenly Sanctuary

Ellen had been in eastern Maine only a short time when, at
Exeter, she was given the significant vision she described in two
early letters. One, dated February 15, 1846, was to Enoch Jacobs;
the other, dated July 13, 1847, was to Joseph Bates. Of this vision
she wrote:

It was then I had a view of Jesus rising from His me-
diatorial throne and going to the Holiest as Bridegroom
to receive His kingdom (Letter 3, 1847).

I saw the Father rise from the throne and in a flaming
chariot go into the Holy of Holies within the veil, and
did sit.... I saw a cloudy chariot with wheels like flaming
fire. Angels were all about the chariot as it came where
Jesus was; He stepped into it and was borne to the
Holiest, where the Father sat. Then I beheld Jesus as
He was before the Father, a great high priest (Letter 1,
1846 [see also The Day-Star, March 14, 1846]).

In her ministry she mentioned this vision from time to time, for
it confirmed the results of Bible study—of which she knew nothing
at the time—in western New York State by Hiram Edson and O.R.L.
Crosier. In a letter to J. N. Loughborough, written August 24, 1874,
she recounted:

It was on my first journey east to relate my visions
that the precious light in regard to the heavenly sanctu-
ary was opened before me and I was shown the open
and shut door. We believed that the Lord was soon to
come in the clouds of heaven. I was shown that there
was a great work to be done in the world for those who
had not the light.... Some accused me of saying my
Lord delayeth His coming, especially the fanatical ones.
I saw that in 1844 God had opened a door and no man
could shut it, and shut a door and no man could open it
(Letter 2, 1874).

In eastern Maine Ellen was traveling and working in the atmo-
sphere of the spiritualizers who had allegorized away heaven, God,
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Jesus, and the Advent hope. In the vision at Exeter in mid-February
she seemed to be in the presence of Jesus, and she was eager to
obtain answers to some vital questions.

I asked Jesus if His Father had a form like Himself.
He said He had, but I could not behold it, for said He,
“If you should once behold the glory of His person, you
would cease to exist” (Early Writings, 54).

The spiritualization of heaven, God, Christ, and the coming
of Christ lay at the foundation of much of the fanatical teachings
that 17-year-old Ellen Harmon was called by God to meet in those
formative days. The visions firmly established the personality of
God and Christ, the reality of heaven, the reward of the faithful, and
the resurrection. This sound guidance saved the emerging church.

A large number of people at this time were bitter and disap-
pointed when the period passed without bringing the event that was
expected. For these Ellen was given a message of good cheer and
encouragement. She called their attention to the fact that God had
granted the world more time to prepare for His coming; that the
warning of the judgment could be heard more widely; and that 